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HIS Collection of Oriental Tales 
is gather'd. fram out of. the Royal 
Library. M. Petit. and M. Galland 
had no Knowledge F the Manuſcript 
from whence this Work is drawn, they 
being not depoſited there when thoſe Au- 
thors . to the Public the Ara- 
bian Nights Entertainments, and the 
Perſian Tales. They have been there - 
not many Years, and came by a May 
| that. does Honour to the Miniſter, un- 
der. whoſe Command. this magnificent 
. on valuable Collection now is placed. 


7 2 F rench Youths who are ſent 

into Turky, and who are known there 

ku tbe Nawrof. Children of the Lan- | 

guages, before their Departure receive, 

ſome. Years Education at the Expente | 

of the King: They are afterwards | 
taught 


tan 
taugbt at Conſtantinople to read, write, 

and ſpeak Turkiſh, Arabick, and 
ſometimes Perſian, to render them ca- 
pable of being Droguemans, or Inter- 
preters to the Ambaſſadors, the Con- 
ſuls, and the whole Nation. This Mi- 
niſter, who neglects no Part of what is 
confided to his Truſt, has given Orders 
ta all theſe young Men (that he may 
employ them uſefully, and judge him- 
felf of tbeir Progreſs in underſtanding 
the Languages) to tranſlate into French 
any Arabick, Turkiſh, or Perſian 
Work indifferently, and at their own 
Choice, and ſend to him their Tran- 
flation, with a Copy of the Original, | 
This Order has already produced about | 
a hundred Volumes upon different Sub-. 
jects, amongſt which are ſeveral An- 

nals which may be of Uſe. 


Theſe Tales were collected from ſome 
of thoſe Manuſcripts; if they are ap- 
proved by the Public, it may poſſibly 
be preſented with a Continuation of 
them, N | 


THE 


- SN ASS. Hh RIP 2 —— — 
eee = a 4. © + + + —— © » LA 
WJ RIES 5 

an « © 0 - * 

— LIES 

KIDS? RSA LS 
— : —— 7 

„ N 1 »> = 8s + k 

3 2 - +» oy \ — 
= o = - 477 1 4 10770 WM ot e, 7 
1 * o = 8 5 . l 
nene, ST be 72 —— 1 


\ 


ue A 
\ 


* ol 
. 


OL. 


v>. 


- 


1 — 1 


— 


1 


„ 
9 


2 


n 
JW \ Ww . 


e WON 


| | | l | b N — "> 7 
* = —_—— COONS 2 
Y\ = 3 nn 4 

l a" _ . * ** 


— AY 
„ 


N 
Q 


* 
„ 

75 
2 
—. 

— 


„ , 
27 AA 


N N 
% ITN 
— 


- 
F 


2 
an 


WH 


: ** 
\ SID WES 
t - N * 
—b — ry 
23 CO _— 


3 


FIEVL N 
WJ 8 
N a> 8 SJ 

n — 8 RD; N J 

P ny N . . 8 
—— 2 

| JDCDIDIITIT AVERY 

= | g 


W * ” 
—_— — 9 


46s ORTENTAL 


* A S. E 8. 


THE. MER 
HISTORY 
: or 


MORADBAR. 


Dy ADE, one of the 
= moſt celebrated Kings of 
Perſia, underwent ſo total 
Ja Loſs of Sleep, that it was 
beyond . all Example; it enflamed his 
Blood to that prodigious Degree, that 
from a gentle and humane Prince, as he 
was before; when he enjoy'd the ſame Re- 
poſe as his Subjects, he became cruel and 
barharous, | 


7 


— 


2 ORIENTAL TALES. 


He had for above twenty Years uſed . 
all the Remedies of the Sages and cele- 
brated Phyſicians of the Eaſt ; but all 
their Advices and all their Preſcriptions 
had been uſeleſs. At length, not know- 
ing what further Method he could have 
recourſe to, to retrieve his Repoſe, he 
gave Orders to his Vizier, who generally 
watch'd with him, to Tend for a Perſon 
named Fitead, who had the Charge of 
keeping the Gates of the Palace, and of 
a private Priſon which join'd to them: 
Hudjadge perſwading himſelf, that a Man 
ſo ſedentary as he muſt be, who was at 
once a Porter and a Goaler, might have 
heard ſeveral Perfons relate their Hiſto- 
ries and their Misfortunes, and that thoſe 
Recitals might perhaps Teſtore him to 


his Reſt. When Fitead arrived in his 


Preſence, he ſaid to him, I can take no 
Repoſe; I command thee to relate ſome 
Hiſtory to me. Alas! my Sovereign 
Lord, "aid Fitead, proſtrating himſelf, I 
cannot read, and I have no Memory; 
I have always contented myſelf with care- 
fully opening and ſhutting the Gates of 
_ a 8 FR and faithfully 

keep- 
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keeping the Priſoners you have entruſted 
to me; [I have never thought of any thing 


elſe. I believe thou ſayeſt the Truth, 
reſumed Hudjadge; but if thou doſt not 
find me ſome one who can relate to me 


Hiſtories capable of lulling me to reſt, or 
of amuſing me if J cannot ſleep, I will 


cauſe thee to be put to Death. Begone; 
I give thee three Days to obey me in, if 
not I ſhall keep my Promile to thee, 


Fitead as he departed ſaid within him- 
ſelf, Never ſhall I be able to perform 
what the King demands of me; I have 
no other Way -left than to abandon my 


Country, and ſeek my Fortune elſe- 


where. However, he wander'd thro? 
the whole City, asking all thoſe whom 


he met, if they could inform him of any 


Perſon who knew Hiſtories or Tales capa- 
ble of lulling a Man to ſleep; but the 


whole World made aJelt of his Queſtion, 


and left him plung'd in the ſame Per- 
plexity as before. He return'd home 


very melancholly, and deeply afflicted, 


Fitead was a Widower, and he had a 
B 2ͤĩð Daughter 


4 ORIENTAL TALES. 
Daughter of about fourteen Years old, 
was extremely handſome, and had a great 
Share of Senſe ; ſhe was named * Morad- 
bak, She perceiving that ſomething had 
happen'd which affected her Father, en- 
quir'd the Cauſe of it in ſo touching a 
Manner, that he ſoon fatisfied her Cirio- 
ſity. Moradbak conjur'd him not to afflict 
himſelf, and to put his Confidence in God, 
aſſuting him that ſhe hop'd by the next 
Day to be able ro find him what the 
King had not demanded till two Days 
after however Fitead waited with Impa- 
tience for the Execution of his Daughter's 


Promile, 


When Night approach'd, Moradbak 
paſſed into her own Chamber, and lift- 
ing up the Matt which was between her 
Bed and the Wall, enter*d into the ſubter- 
raneanVault, and went to the Iron Grate, 
in order to conſult the ſage Aboumelek 
upon ſo delicate a Conjuncture. 


To underſtand this Hiſtory, it is ne- 
ceſſary to know, that the King Hudjadge 
: had 


TFThe Deſire accompliſh'd, 


8 


ORIENTAL TALES. 5 


had formerly cauſed this great Man to be 
impriſon'd, with Orders to give him only 
Bread and Water for his Subſiſtence, and 
prevent him from ſpeaking to any Per- 
ſon whatſoever. This Prince had abſo- 
lutely forgot both the Sage and the Oc- 
ders he had given, which were then fif- 
teen Years agone. This wiſe Man, who, 


however, fatally for him, when he endea- 
vour'd to reprove and amend a King, had 
been drawn to the Court of that Prince by 


the Hopes of curing his Diſt-mper ; and 
to ſucceed in it he had repreſented to him 
how greatly his Cruelty had ſharpen'd 
and ſour'd his Blood, and by Conle- 


- quence baniſh'd hisRepoſe ; but he was 


puniſh*d for that ſalutary Advice, by an 
Impriſonment more cruel than Death. A- 
bour three Years before the Time of this 
Hiſtory, the young Moradbak, as ſhe was 
playing, in the Chamber where ſhe lay, 
with a Bird, which for ſome Days had. 
been her intire Amuſement, had found 


behind her Bed a Matt, and behind that 


Matt a Place in the Wail that was de- 
cay'd, and in which there were fome 
Chinks into which the Bird which was 


B 3 her 
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| Her ſole Delight had enter'd; her Voice 


was uſeleſs to recal it, and touch'd with 


the Cries of this little Animal, ſhe took 


out ſome Stones with ſo much Facility, 
that in a very ſhort Time ſhe enter'd in- 
to a ſubterranean Vault, the Door of 
which had been very badly wall'd up. 
Moradbak recover'd her Bird, and in the 
Fear of being reprov'd for having demo- 
liſh'd the Wall, ſhe took care to conceal 
the Door of the Vault with the Matt, in 
ſuck. a Manner as had made it impoſſible 
to be perceiv'd. Young People are natu- 
rally, curious ; this ſubterranean Vault, as 
horrible as it appear'd at the firſt Sight, 
was high and broad enough for a Man to 
paſs through. Moradbak by degrees ac- 
cuſtom'd herſelf to ſee it without Horror. 
A complaining Voice, which ſhe heard at 
the Extremity of the Vault, at firſt gave 
her Terrors, which by little and little de- 


creas' d; ſhe wanted to know from whence 


it came: Twenty Times ſhe advanc'd, 
and twenty Times ſhe- return'd back a- 


gain; but at length ſhe found that this. 


ſubterranean Vaulr lead to the Dungeon 


which encloſed the ſage Aboumelet, and 
„ "on 
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was only ſeparated from it by two dread- 
ful Grates of Iron, which open'd into yh 
Dungeon. Whoever thou art, cry'd out 
the Sage, have Pity upon my Miſery. 
Alas! reply'd Moradba to him, what 
can I do for you? I am the Daughter of 
Fitead, I am but eleven Years old, and my 
Father will perhaps be angry with me for 
having ſpoke to you. Are you, conti- 
nu'd ſhe, that Priſoner to whom he every 
Day carries Bread and Water, and whom 
he will not ſuffer me to ſee? I am the 
Perſon, reply'd Aboumelek: Moradbak 
then became leſs afraid, advanc'd to the 
Iron Grate, and ſoon brought him there 
all that ſhe could procure, and often de- 
priv'd herſelf of what her Father gave 
her, in order to ſoften the Rigour of 
the Sage's Confinement. To return and 
acknowledge ſo humane an Action, he, 
on his (ide, reſolv'd to form her Mind to 
Virtue, and to the moſt ſublime. Know- 


ledge. With a Deſign of ſucceeding in 


this, and to render his Leſſons of Mora- 
lity more agreeable to her, he had rela- 
ted to her ſeveral Hiſtories. Therefore 
AMoradbak, when ſhe promis'd her Father 

„ to 


8 ORIENTAL. TALES. 
to find him ſuch a Man as he ſought for, 
thought immediately of propoſing to him 
the ſage Aboumelek : She even look'd up- 
on the Command of Hudjadęe as a Means 
of procuring his Liberty, and an Occaſion 
ſhe would make uſe of to return the Obli- 
gations ſhe had to him. However, ſhe re- 
ſol v'd to conſult him before ſhe made any 
Propoſition to her Father, to conſider how 
to ſpeak of him without Injury to herſelf, 
or in what manner ſhe might engage Fitead 
to make uſe of him upon the preſent Oc- 
caſion in a Way that might appear natu- 

ral, and without Danger to either of them. 
It was with theſe Tatencions that ſhe de- 
ſcended to the Grate of the Dungeon, 
and gave an Account to the Sage of what 
Had happened, and of what ſhe bad ra- | 


j<Qted, 


Cs anſwer'd her, that Hudjadge 
might perhaps ſtill remember the Mena- 
ces he had made him, and that it would 
be expoſing herſelf in vain to propoſe it; 
that it would be much better for her to 
preſent herſelf to relate the Hiſtories. that 
were deſired. You have a great Mema- 

| ; Y ry, 


. 209 SM. +. AS 


ORIENTAL TALES.. 9 
ry, added he; I have related many tg; 


you, and will continue to learn you more 
as long as you ſhall ſtand in need of them. 

Go, and forget not that you ought to ex- 
poſe yourſelf to any Danger to pref.rve 
the Life of your Father. This Diſcourſe 


made an Impreſſion upon the young Mo- 


radbak, who, notwithſtanding her Merit, 

Was not prefucnigg and determin'd her to 
propoſe herſelf next Day to her Father. 
My Father, ſaid ſhe to him, I am ſo hap- 
py as to be able to deliver you from the 
Pain you are in, and to preſerve your 


L fe from the Cruelty of Hudjadge. Ah! 


my Davghter, how great Obligations 
have I to thee, ſaid he, embracing her 


with Tears in his Eyes; where ſhall I find 


the illuſtrious Perſon to whom I am to 
be ſo greatly indebted ?. I will go and 
proſtrate myiclf at his Feet, and give 
hin all the Marks of the molt lively Graz 
titude, You need not go far, reſum'd 
Moradbak, to return your Thanks for an 
Action which Duty and Nature have 
made it a Pleaſure to undertake : Ir is 
myſelf, continu'd ſhe. Is it thee? reply*d 


Fitead, with a Surprize mingled withVex- 


B5 EE ation; 


10 ORIENTAL TALES. 
ation; I am oblig'd to thee for thy good 
Intention; but ſince thou haſt no other 
Reſource to offer me, I ſee plainly I muſt 
reſolve to leave my Country. Prepare 
thyſelf to follow me in my Flight; I 
have no other Way to chuſe, and we may 
perhaps be happier elſewhere. If you are 
obliged to abandon your Country, tis. 
cerrtain, reply'd Moradbak tenderly, that 
Iſhall follow you with Toy ; . but you are- 
not reduc'd to that Extremity. Be calm, 
I will anſwer with my Head for the Suc- 
ceſs of all. The King cannot fleep; I 
do not deſign to propoſe embarraſſing. 
Queſtions to him, which muſt keep the 
Mind in Suſpence, according to the Cuſ- 
tom of the Indian Philoſophers: As for 
Example, thus. | 


A Woman enter'd into a Garden, 
where ſhe gather'd up ſome Apples. 
This Garden has four Gates, each kept by 
one Man; The Woman gave the half. 
of her Apples: to him who kept the firſt 
Gate; when ſhe arrived at the ſecond, 
ſhe gave the half of thoſe ſhe had remain- 


* the ſecond Porter; to the third ſhe 
8 ws did 
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did the ſame thing; and at laſt ſhe ſhar'd 
them again with the fourth, ſo that ſhe 
had only ten Apples remaining : The 
Queſtion that is ask*d is, How many ſhe 
gather'd up ? 


Fitead pleas'd, endeavour'd to gueſs 
how many the Woman had really ga- 
ther'd up: But Moradbaꝶ interrupted 
him in his Calculation, and ſaid to him, 


he took one Hundred and ſixty. Be aſ- 


ſur'd then, pur ſu'd ſhe, that I ſhall know 
how to preſer ve the juſt Bounds that my 
Enterprize demands; fear not that I 
ſhould behave like the Woman whoſe 
Fortune was rais'd by Ebouali Sina, and 
who could not contain herſelf within the 
Rules that the Sage had preſcrib'd to her. 
You {hall hear the Hiſtory of it. 


Fitead conſented, and Moradbak conti- 
nued thus: 


Bouali Sina, a ſage Derviſe, and much 


beloved by the great Prophet, had 
paſſed the Night in the Houſe of a poor 
Woman, who had exercis'd all the Duties 
B 6 of. 
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of Hoſpitality towards him. He was 
touch'd with the unfortunate Conditien to 
which ſhe was reduc'd; and reſolving to 


ſuccour her in her Misfortunes, he looſ- 


en'd a Stone from out of the Wall of the 
Houſe, and pronouncing ſome Words 


over it, placed it again where it was be- 


fore, and pierc'd it with a little Pipe, at 


the End of which he plac'd a Cock. 


Then faid to the Woman, as he return'd 
his Thanks and bid her adieu. —-My 
good Mother, whenever you may want 
Per metz, turn the Cock, and draw out 


as much as you pleaſe. Take the Quantity 


that is neceſſary for your own Uſe, and 
carry the Remainder to the Market. Be 


aſſured that the Source ſhall never fail. 


All that I exact from you, is not to un- 
looſe the Stone, nor to look at what-I 
have put behind it. The good Woman 
promis'd him ſhe would not, and during 
ſome Time ſhe obſerv'd what the holy 
Man had recommended to her. She ga- 


ther'd Riches, and Affluence and Plenty 
ſoon reign'd in her little Family. At length 
Curioſity became ſo ſtrong within her, 


chat 


as * A eclebrated Pzeparaion of Wane: 


diſplaced the Stone, and found nothing 
behind it but one fingle Grape. She 
plac'd the Things in the Order ſhe found 
them, but the Perme/z run no more; it 
was vaniſh'd for ever. Be perſwaded 
then, my dear Father, purſued AMorad- 


-bak, that I ſhall not remove the Stone by 
too earneſt a Deſire of Succeſs, which. I 


ſhall profit by the Converſations that I 
ſhall have with the King, and that you 
ſhall never repent your having conducted 
me to recite my Hiſtories. to him. 


Fitead charm'd with the great Senſe of 
 Moradbak, embrac'd her ſeverat Times, 


and yielded to her Entreaties, perſwaded 
that he ſhould meet with no Reprouch 
for it; he repair'd therefore to the King's 
Levee, or, more properly, to his firſt 


Audience, which he gave early in the 


Morning, for he never ſlept; and pro- 
ſtrating himſelf at his Feet, ſaid to him, 
. Your Majeſty yeſterday allowed me thrce 


Days to find out ſome Perſou who might | 


relate Hiſtories to you, I am, however, 


capable of preſenting one tius Day, with 
whom 
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that ſhe ſubmitted to its Dictates: She 


> — — 
—— — N 
— 


—— — witty <a, 
„ 


6 hs, 
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whom I hope your Majeſty. will be con- 
tent: Thou haſt done well to find him, 
reply'd Hudjadge, thy Head ſhall anſwer 
for him. But who is it thou art to 
produce before me? My Lord, reply*d 
Fitead, it is my own Daughter. Thy 
Daughter, return'd the King, of what 
Age is ſhe? Fourteen, replyed Filead : 
Wretch, doſt thou make a Jeſt of me, 


interrupted Hudjadge enrag'd, what can. 
ſhe relate at that Age? Vizier, conti- 


nued he, puniſh this audacious Man im- 
mediately. The Vizier repreſented to 
him, with the utmoſt Caution, that it 
would be always in his Power to puniſh 


him if he abus'd the Confidence of his 


Sovereign. Luckily for Fitead, Hud- 


jadge agreed to this, and ſaid to his Por- 


ter, Come then this Evening, and bring 
thy Daughter; the Vizier and 1 will 
liſten to the fine Tales that this Child can 
tell us: I am even reſolv'd, ſaid he, turn- 
ing to Fitead, that thou. thyſelf ſhalt 
judge of her Merit; according to which, 
I ſwear by my Beard, thou ſhalt be pu- 

niſh'd or RENE: 


Fitead: 
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Fitead retir'd, and came to inform Mo- 
radbak of what had paſſed, telling her, 
that his Life was in her Hands; but ſhe 
had ſo great a Confidence in the Words 
of the ſage Aboumeleł, that ſhe ſaid every 
thing to her Father, that was neceſſary 


to reaſſure him, 


I 


The Evening being come, Fitead con- 
ducted her to the Apartment of the King, 
who ſaw her appear with ſome degree of | 

Surprize. The uncommon Height of L 
her Stature, and her extraordinary Beau- 
ty, a little ſoften'd the Fierceneſs of Hud- 
Jadge; however, he ſaid to her, relate 1 
a Tale, which may either lull me to ſleep, 
or amuſe me; let us ſee if thou canſt 
fave the Life of thy Father. Moradbak- 
was not in the leaſt aſtoniſh'd at ſo diſa- 
greeable a Reception; Aboumelek having 
inſtructed her in the Character of Hud- 
jade, ſhe anſwer'd him with Courage, 1 
and receiving Orders from the King to 0 
be ſeated, together with the Vizier and 1 
Fitzad, ſhe began in theſe Terms. 


1:8 E 
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a DHHS l 
THE 


H I: S: 0 L. 


or. 
DAKIANOS 


Iſtorians "hs ay there. was in 
| ancient Perſia a Shepherd named 
Dakianos, who for thirty Years had at- 
tended his Sheep, without having ever 
neglected the holy Cuſtom of making his 
daily Prayets. All thoſe who knew him 
did Juſtice to his Probity, and Nature 
had endow'd him with an Eloquence ca- 
pable of raiding him to the higheſt Em- 
ployments, had he lived in the great 
World. 8 


One D ay, as he was at his uſual Pay 
ers, his Flock took Fright and were diſ- 
pers'd. Da!ianos ran every Way to re- 
aſicmble them, and perceiving one of his 


Sheep had got hali of its Body into the 
Hole 
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Hole of a Rock, where it could not get 
out, he ran to it, and deliver'd it; but 
he was ſtruck with a dazzling Light, 
which immediately ſhone out of that 
Opening: He examin'd what it was that 
produc'd it, and ſoon found that it pro- 
ceeded from a Tablet or Plate of Gold, 
of no very large Extent: He open'd 
the Hole ſtill farther, and found himſolf 
in a Vault, which was not above ſeven 
Foot high, and about four or five broad, 
He conſidet'd this' Tablet of Gold with 
much Attention; büt could not read it, 
neither could he comprehend what the 
four Lines ſignified which he ſaw wrote 


thereon. To inform himſelf therefore 


of this Myſtery, he took it away with 


him, and as ſoen as it was Night, he put 


it under his Veſt, and repair'd to the City. 
His firſt Care was to ſhew 1t to thoſe 
who he was inform'd were the mot 


learned Men; but however vers'd they 


might be in the Sciences, there was not 
one of them who coutd hai this In- 
ſcription; however, one of the Doctors 
ſaid to him, No Perſon here can tranſlate 
theſe Onaracters; go into Eg yt, you 
W111 
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will find there a venerable Man, of three 
Hundred Years of Age, who can read 
the moſt ancient Writings, and who 
knows all the Sciences; he alone can fa- 
tisfy your Curioſity, Dakianos deliver'd 
his Flock to the Perſon to whom it be- 
longed, and departed immediately for 


Egypt. 


As ſoon as he arrived there, he en? 
quir'd after the old Man; who was ſo 
celebrated that every body was ready to 
fhew him his Houſe. He went to him 
there, told him the Occaſion of his Four- 
ney, and preſented to him the Tablet of 
Gold. The old Man receiv'd it with 


Affability, and was ſtruck with Aſto- | 


niſhment at the Sight of this Wonder. 
He read the Characters with the greateſt 
Eaſe; but after having reflected ſome 
Time, he caſt his Eyes upon Dakianos, 
and ſaid to him, How did this Tablet 
fall into your Hands? Dakianos gave 
him an Account of Ws Adventure. Theſe 
Characters, reſum*d the old Man, pro- 
miſe to the Perſon who ſhal] find them, 
Events, which it is not likely can happen 
| to 
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to you. You have, continued he, a happy 
Countenance, and this Inſcription ſpeaks 
Jof an Infidel whoſe End muſt be fatal 
and tragical : But fince Fortune has given 
you this Tablet, what is writ upon it, 
doubtleſs, regards you, Dakianos ſur- 
priz'd with this Diſcourſe, anſwer'd ; 
How can it be as you fay? I have 
made my Prayers every Day theſe thirty 
Years; I have never been an Infidel; 
how can I then be a Reprobate? If it had 
been three Hundred Years, reply*d the 
old Man, that you had ſerv'd God, you 
will be no leſs the Victim of Darkneſs. 
Theſe laſt Words pierc'd the Heart of 
Dakianos. He groan'd, he ſigh'd, he 
even wept, and he cry'd out, Would to 
God that I had never found this golden 
Tablet, that I had never ſhewn it. you, 
and that I had never heard ſo terrible a 
Sentence! What Uſe would it have been 
to you, not to have brought it to me, 
ſaid this learned Man, the Predeſtination 
of God is from all Eternity; what is 
writ in the Book of Life cannot be effa- 
ced : But I may be miſtaken. the Know- 
| ledge of Men is often doubtful, God 
alone 


* 
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alone is infallible. J can, howev in- 
form you that this golden Tablet ic. 
cates a moſt conſiderable Treaſure, and 
that all thoſe Riches belong to him Who 
ſhall be Poſſeſſor of the Tablet. This 
Word Riches conſoled Dakianos, and in 
the Tranſport of his Soul, he ſaid to the 
old Man, Delay not a Moment, let us 
go to ſeek the Treaſure; we will ſhare 
it like two Brothers: But the old Man 
ſaid to him, ſighing, You will no ſooner 
be the Maſter of all theſe Ri: hes, bur 
you will abuſe them. It is not an caſy 
Talent to know how to be rich, and I 
ſhall perhaps be the firſt to repent my 
having done you this Service, What 
a' Diſcourſe do you hold to me, cry'd 
Dakianos ! What, ſhall I have the Obli— 
gation to you of procuring me ſuch Trea- 
ſures; ſhall you make my Fortune, and 
do you think I ſhall be failing in my 
Return! An Infidel would not be guilty 
ot ſuch Ingratitude, and I cannot fo much 
as harbour a Thought of it. I ſwear, 
then, by the great God, to look upon you 
as my Father, and to ſhare equally all the 
* with you; or rather you ſhall 


give 
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give me what Share you pleaſe, and 1 


| ſhall always be content. 


Thefe Proteſtations would not much 


f have reaſſur'd the old Man; but that 
Avarice, the only Paſſion which is felt 


at a certain Age, overcame his Reflec- 
tions, and conſented to their Departure. 
They arrived at the Place where Dakia- 
nos had found the Tablet of Gold. The 
old Man commanded him to dig the 


Ground about twenty Foot round. They 


ſoon diſcover'd a Gate of Steel, and the 


old Man told Dakianos to open it. Da- 


kianos obey'd with ſuch eager Haſte, 
that he broke the Door open with his 
Foot, though the Key was in the Lock, 


They both of them enter'd into the Vault, 
without being diſcourag'd by the great 


Obſcurity which reign'd there. After 
having gone ſome Steps, a faint Light 


made them diſtinguiſh Objects. The far- 


ther they advanc'd, the more the Light 
increas'd. They found themſelves at laſt 


before a large and magnificent Palace, the 


ſeven Gates of which were cloſed, but 


* Keys were faſtened by them. Da- 


Kianos 
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£ic::05 took that of the firſt Gate, ng 
open'd it. 


The firſt Apartment encloſed Orna- 
ments and Habits of the greateſt Magni- 
ficence; and above all, Girdles of ſolid 
Gold, adorn'd with Jewels. They open*d | 
the ſecond, which they found fill'd with | 
Sabres, the 'Hilts and Sheaths of which 
were cover'd with the moſt precious 
Stones. The third was adorn'd with 
an infinite Number of Cuiraſſes, Coats 


of Mail, and Helmets of Gold of diffe- | 
rent Faſhions, and all the Arms were en- 


rich'd with the moſt magnificent Jewels. 
The fourth encloſed the moſt ſuperb 

Horſe Furniture, anſwerable to the Mag- 
nificence of the Arms, The fifth offer*d 


to their Sight Piles of Gold and Silver 


Ingots, The ſixth was full of Gold Coin; 


and it was ſcarce poſſible to enter into 


the ſeventh it was ſo heap'd with Sa- 


phires, Amethyſts, and Diamonds. 


Theſe immenſe Treaſures dazzled Da- 
kianos; from that Moment he was ſor- 


| ry that he had a Witnefs of his good 


F ortune. 


8 


An 
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the old Man, of what Conlequence Se- 


creſy will be upon this Occaſion ? Doubt- 


leſs, reply'd he. But, reſum'd Dakianos, 
if the King has the leaſt Knowledge of 
this Treaſure, his firſt Act will be to 
confiſcate it: Are you ſure of your- 
ſelf? Do you fear nothing from your 
own Indiſcretion? The Deſire of poſ- 
ſeſling the half of thoſe Riches, reply'd 
the old Man, ought to be a Pledge that 
will ſatisfy you. The half of theſe Riches! 
interrupted Datianos, with an Alteration 
viſible in his Countenance : But that half 
ſurpaſſes the Treaſures of the greateſt 
Kings. The old Man perceiv*d this 
Alteration, and faid to him, if you think 
the half two much for me, you may 
give me only a quarter of it. Moſt wil- 
lingly, return'd Dakianos, But what Pre- 
caution will you. take to remove them 
with Safety? You will make us be diſco- 
ver'd, and be the Occaſion of our Ruin. 
Well then, reply'd the old Man, though 


you have promis'd me much more, give 


me only one of the Apartments, I ſhall 
be ſatisfied with that, You do not an- 
e ſwer 


Fortune. Do you conſider, ſaid he to 


* ů — — —— road 
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ſwer my Queſtion: We will examine at 


' Leiſure: what you have propoſed to me, 
returnid Datianos: I am glad, how- 


ever, that you are more reaſonable, and 
that you begin to underſtand yourſelf. 
Dakianos again examinu'd. theſe Riches 
with more Avidity, and his Eyes were | 
ſtill 'farther dazzled by them. After hav- 
ing thoroughly conſider'd the magnifi- 
cent Apartment of the Diamonds in 
which they then were, You are ſenſible, 
aid he to the old Man, that this is, with- 
out Contradiction, the moſt valuable, 
and that it is not natural I ſhould yield 
2 to you the lawful Right I have over 

Lou have Reaſon for what you ſay, 
int; the old Man, and I do not 
demand it of you. They paſſed after- 
wards into the Apartment which was 
fill'd with Gold Coin: This Treaſure, 
ſaid Dakianos, after having look'd upon 
it for ſome Time, is certainly what 
.would cauſe the leaſt Trouble, and be the 
[moſt eaſily diſpoſed of; it may be uſeful 
alſo towards preſerving all the reſt, either 
by eſtabliſning a Guard, or raiſing of 
ee therefore I believe you too rea: 
val 8 SO 
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fonable, ontinu'd he, not to agree to 
the Neceſſity that engages me to keep it. 
a to it, reply'd the old Man; let 

us paſs on to another, Theſe Piles of 
Ingots of Silver and Gold, are not all 
neceflary to you, Taid he as he view'd the 
fifth Apartment: No, return'd Dakianos, 

I might poſſibly do without ſome of 
theſe; but I hive too great Obligations 
to you, to expole you, by giving them 
to you: How could you convey them 
away? Wuat a Trouble it would be to 
you to diſpoſe of them? That will be 
my Buſineſs, reply*d the old Man : No, 
no, added Dakianos, I love you too well 
to conſent to it; beſides, it would be 
the Means to have me diſcover'd: You 
would be arreſted, and you could not 
prevent yourſelf from accuſing me. Let 
us ſee the others. They open'd the fourth 
Apartment, This Horſe-Furniture is 
abſolutely unſuitable to you; your Age 
is an Obſtacle to the Uſe of them. He 
made uſe of the ſame Difficulty to refuſe 
him the Cuiraſſes and the Armour which 
fil'd the third. When he had lock'd 
that up with the ſame Care as the reſt, 
C | they 
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they found themſelves in that which con- 
tain'd the Sabres; and the old Man ſaid 
to him, Theſe Arms are eaſy to carry, I 
will go and offer them to the Kings of 
the Indies; I will ſell them ſeparately, 
and you will run no Riſque. You are 
right, return*d Dakianos, I may give you 
ſome of theſe, As he ſaid theſe Words 
he examin'd them, both the Weight of 
the Gold and the Value of the Diamonds. 
At length he drew one of them out of 
the Scabbard ; then he compared all the 
Riches of which he might be the ſole 
Poſſeſſor, with the Head of one Man; 
and unable to conceive. how he could 
have heſitated ſo long, I diſtruſt thee, ſaid 
he, ſpringing upon the old Man. The 
old Man embraced his Knees: Be mov- 
ed, ſaid he to him, with my old Age, 
the Treaſures no longer make any Im- 
preſſion upon me, and I pretend not to 
them, Truly I believe not, reſumed 
Dakianos, they are mine, the Tablet of 
Gold gives them to me. The old Man 
recalled his Promiſes to his Memory; 
but I will cancel them, purſued he, to 
return the Obligation you have to me, 
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I only demand my Life. I have of- 
fended thee too far, replied Dakianos, 
| thy Life would be my Death, it would 
give me too much Inquietude; then at 
one Blow ſtriking off the Head of the 
old Man, now, cried he, my Secret is 
my own. 


The firſt Care of Datianos was imme- 
diately to make a Grave and to inter this 
unfortunate Victim of his Avarice. He 
feared not Remorſe, tho' he dreaded a 
Witneſs; his Heart was wholly occupied 
with the Treaſure that he poſſeſſed, and 
his Mind with the Methods of preſerv- 
ing it. But after devouring it with his 
Eyes, and enjoying that brutal Satisfac- 
tion, in what Trouble did he not find 
himſelf when he was obliged to leave it 
in order to ſeek for Proviſion? How 
often did he reproach himſelf with not 
having carried it with him? And if he 
ever remember*d the old Man, it was 
only to accuſe his Memory, and to per- 
{wade himſelf that he muſt have ſome 
bad Deſign, ſince he had not advertiſed 
him of a Thing which he might have 

Ca fore» 
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foreſeen without being ſo ——_— as he 
really was, 


"£3 


Not to die with Hunger in this ſub- 
terranean Vault he was obliged to quit 
it; what Succours could he find in fo 
barren a Deſart as that with which it 
was ſurrounded? He was obliged there- | 
fore to go to a Place at ſome Diſtance, | 
but how could he reſolve upon that, eſpe- 
cially at a Time when the Ground lately 
removed might attract the Curioſity of a | 
Traveller? Dakianos almoſt determined 
to let himſelt die rather than loſe Sight 
of his Treaſure. All that he could do to 
calm his Inquietudes, was not to depart Þ 
till Night; when he took ſome Handfuls | 
of the Gold Coin and repaired to the 
City; where he bought a Horſe, which 
he loaded with Biſket and with a ſmall 
Barrel of Water, and returned before 
Day-break to find his Treaſure, which 
he found in the ſame Condition he had 
left it with as much Pleaſure as he had 

> Chagrin at the going from it. 


- —— — 
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His firſt Care was, with incredible 
„ Fatigue, 
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Fatigue, to- make a very deep Ditch 
round the Cavern. He contrived a Paſ- 
ſage to it under Ground, the Opening of 
which he ſo covered with his Cloaths, that 
in a few Days he laid upon them; and 

afterwards raifed a Hutt of Earth to 
| preſerve himſelf from the Weather. All 
that he ſuffer'd during theſe immenſe La- 
bours is not to be conceived z and no 
one could have imagined, who had ſeen 
him thus waſted with Labour and Fa- 
tigue, that he was the richeſt Inhabitant 
of the Earth. 


When he had conducted his Work ſo 
far as to be able to leave it without Fear, 
he repaired again to the City, but un 
the fame Precaution, that is to ſay, hz 
went only in the Night. He employ'd 
it wholly in purchaſing ſome Slaves, 
with whole Aſſiſtance by degrees he 
brought thither every thing that was ne- 
ceſſary for his Safety and Convenience. 
Soon after, he gather'd Workmen, with 
whole Aid he built more ſolidly the 
Works which he had begun. He ſur- 
rounded the Place with three Walls of 

C 4 Stone, 
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Stone, and laid always between the firſt 
and the Second. He took great Care to 


ſpread Abroad a Report after this that he 


carried on a large foreign Commerce, and 
ſpoke much of the Fortune he had made 
in Egypt: Upon this Pretext, for there 
muſt be one for becoming ſo ſuddenly 
rich, he built a magnificent Palace; that 
of the thouſand Columns erected by Me- 
lik Founa, the antient King of the Indies, 
was nothing in Compariſon to it. 


So great Magnificence ſoon made him 
conſider'd and reſpected by the World, 


- and the Pains he had given himſclf to 


preſerve his Riches not only flatter'd his 


Self-love, but eafily perſwaded him that 


he had acquir'd them, and might enjoy 


them without Remorſe, the old Man be- 


ing totally forgot. 


It was eaſy for him to bring out the 
 Freaſures from his Vault, the Secret of 
which was not truſted to any Perſon : He 
ſent Caravans to all Parts of the Indies 
to authorize the Expences he beſtowed in 
Slaves, in Building, in Women, and in 

D Horſes, 
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Horſes, and Fortune alſo favour'd a 
Commerce which was of little Confe- 
quence to him. His Ixart, fully ſatis- 
fied as to Riches, was not long without 
being ſenſible to Ambition. The Court 
has ſtrong Attractions for the Rich, they 
are received ſo gracioully, they are prais'd 
in ſo delicate and ſo inſinuating a manner, 
that they are generally ſeduced by it; 


and Datkianos who, join'd to his Opu— 


lence and immeaſurable Ambition, neg- 


lected nothing to introduce himſelf at 
the Court of the King of Perſia, but 


made Preſents to the Viſiers to obtain 
his Protection, and by gaining it, ren- 
dered bimſelf their Slave: His Magnifi- 
cence and his Generoſity, as he foreſaw 
and wiſh'd, foon reach'd the Ears of the 
King, who deſir'd to fee him. Dakianos 
had Audience as ſoon as he appear'd; 
but to give a fayourable Impreſſion of 


him, and to deſerve the Favour of the 


King, he brought him Preſents which 
the greateſt Kings upon Earth could not 
perhaps have collected together. It is 
generally by Nines that the Eaſtern Pre- 
lents are given, when they would extend 
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their Magnificence to the laſt Degree, he 
therefore cauſed himſelf to be preceded 
by nine ſuperb Camels, 


The firſt was loaded with nine Suits 
and Ornaments of Gold, adorned with 
the moſt beautiful Jewels, of which the 
Girdles were of the greateſt Luſtre. 


The ſecond bore nine Sabres, the Hilts 
and Scabbards of which were of Gold 
adorned with Diamonds. 


Upon the third were ſeen nine Suits of 
Amour of equal Magnificence. 


The fourth had for its Load nine Suits 
of Horſe Furniture ſuitable to the other 
Preſents. 


Nine Caſes full of Saphires were upon 
the fifth. | 


Nine other Caſes heaped with Rubies 


loaded the ſixth. 


The 
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The fame Weight of Emerald was 
upon the ſeventh, 


The Amethyſts, in an equal Number 
of Caſes, was the Load of the eighth. 

At laſt there appeared upon the ninth 
Camel nine Caſes of Diamonds. 


Nine young Women of the greateſt 
Beauty, and magnificently adorned, fol- 
lowed this Caravan; and eight. young 
Slaves, who had yet no Beard, immedi- 
atcly preceded Dakianos. 


In the midſt of the Surprize which 
theſe Preſents gave to the King and the 
whole Court, fome of thoſe who com- 
pos'd it, and who, according to the Cu- 
ſtoms of that Place, endeavour'd to critt- 
ciſe upon it, and who wiſh'd to contra- 
dict thoſe who applauded it, or to ſhew 
the Juſtneſs of their own Remarks, de- 
manded where was the ninth Slave. Da- 
kianos, who expected the Queſtion, 
_ pointed to himſelf. he King pleagd 
with that Turn of Delicacy, which he 

C5 join'd 
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Join'd to-ſuch conſiderable Preſents, re- 
ceived him with extreme Diſtinction; 
and his natural Eloquence increaſing his 
Favour, it was impoſlible for the King. 
to be without him. He made him be 
ſeated by him, gave him the Plea- 
Jures of his Muſick, ſent him every 
Day Diſhes from his own Table, and 
very often the moſt exquiſite Wines; 
during which on his Side he returned all 
this Bounty by Preſents, the Quantity of 
which was as ſurpriſing as their Mag- 
nificence. At length his continued Libe- 
rality and his Eloquence procured him 
ſo great a Power over the Heart of the 


King, that he created him his Viſier that 


they might never part; yet the Confi- 


dence and the Friendſhip he teſtified to 


him, gave him ſtil] more Power than the 
Charge with which he was provided. 


Dakianos govern'd Perſia with an ab- 
folute Sway ; he ought to have enjoyed. 
a Happineſs which might ſatisfy his Va- 
nity : But can Ambition ever be ſatisfied? 
The Mountain of K4f may fe: Bounds 


to the World, but never to the Ideas and 
Wiſhes 
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Wiſhes of the Ambitious. The King 


being inform'd of the Arrival of an Am- 


baſſador from-Greece, he gave him Audi- 
ence immediately. The Ambaſſador, 
after having kiſſed the Foot of his 
Throne, delivered him a Letter, which 


he cauſed his Secretary to read aloud, and 


was conceived in theſe Terms: 


« J, Emperor and Sultan of ſeven 
& Climates, to you, King of Perſia, 
+ As ſoon as my Royal Letter ſhall be 
delivered to you, fail not to ſend to 


„ me the Tribute of ſeven Years, If 


e you make any Difficulty to ſatisfy me, 
« know that I have an Army in Readt- 
e neſs to march againſt you.” 


This Letter cauſed " much Aſtoniſh- 
ment in the King, that he knew not what 


Anſwer he ought to make to it. Da- 


kianos, to deliver the King from the Per- 


plexity he was in, roſe from his Place, 


touched the Ground with his Head, and 
| endeavoured to recover his Spirits: The 


Letter of the Emperor of Greece; ſaid 


he, ought not to afflit you: It is eaty 
C © | £0 
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to anſwer it, and to make him repent 
his Menaces and his Inſolence: Order 
your moſt faithful Subjects to join with 
me, with me, who am the humbleſt of 
your Slaves, I ſhall inform them what 
they have to do. Theſe Words confoled 
the King, he gave his Orders in Pur- 
ſuance of them, and Dakianos raifed 
above a hundred thouſand Men for the 
King, whilſt on his Side he aſſembled ten 
thouſand Men whom he equipp*d at his 
own Expence: The King join'd to this 
choſen Troop two thouland of the moſt 
valiant Soldiers whom he had always 
had near his own Perſon, and of whom 
he form'd the Guard of Dakianos, and de- 
clared him General of this Army of one 
hundred twelve thouſand Men. The new 
General took Leave of the King, and 
put himſelf at the Head of his Troops, 
which ſerved as an Eſcorte to all his 
Riches, which he took care to convoy 
along with him, and which ten thouſand 
Camels could ſcarce carry. The King of 
Perſia, who parted from his Viſier with 
Regret, accompanied him for three Days, 
and quitted him wah Tears in his Eyes, 


* 
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giving him a thouſand Benedictions, and 
repeating to him a thouſand times that 
he was his Strength, his Support, and 
what was much.more, the only Friend 
of his Heart. 


Dakianos choſe out the moſt warlike 
Men in all the Cities through which he 
paſſed, equipped them at his own Ex- 
pence, and gave them whatever Pay 
they demanded. The Report which was 
ſpread Abroad of this Magnificence, 
drew together Men from all Parts of the 


World, and his Army was in a ſhort 


time increaſed to three hundred thouſand 


Men. 


The Emperor of Greece, upon the 
News he had of the Perſian Army, 
immediately aſſembled his Troops, and 
advanced to meet Daki«anos with leven 
hundred thouſand Men, As ſoon as he 
perceived the Enemy, he divided h.s Ar- 
my into two Bodies, and gave the Signal 


for Battle, The Troops of Da#ianos 


acted with ſo much Valour, and their 


firſt Onſet was ſo terrible, that the At- 


my 
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my of the Grecians had not time to re- 
cover themſelves, and they were aimoſt 
as loon deteated as attacked. Dakianos 
ordered the Grecian Emperor whom ke 
had taken Priſoner to be beheaded, and 
without the leaſt D:ficulty made himſelf 
Maſter of all his Dominions, of which 


he cauſed. himſelf to be acknowledged 


Sovereign. 


The firſt Buſinefſs of this new Mo- 
narch was to write the following Letter 
to the King of Perſia: 


<« have defeated and overcome“ Cæ- 
* ar, I have conquer'd his Dominions, 
& ͤ have mounted his Throne, and have 
„ been acknowledged the Sovereign- of 
& his whole Empire. As ſoon as this 
Letter is delivered to you, defer not a 
«© Moment to ſend me the Tribute due 
e for ſeven Ycars; if you make the 
« Jcaſt Difficulty to pay it me, you mult 
„% {abmit to the ſame Fate as Cæſar.“ 


Aa 


* 


* The Orienta's always give that Name to the 
Emperors ot Greece, 
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This Letter, with great Reaſon, pro- 
voked the King of Perſia beyond all the 
Bounds of Moderation. Without Loſs 
of Time he aſſembled his Troops; but 
before he put himſelf at their Head to 
march towards the Confines of Greece, 
he returned this Anſwer to Dakiancs : 


& Can a Man fo deſpif-able as thou 
art have poflibly conquer'd Greece? 
« Thou haſt betrayed me, I who am 
e thy King, ard who am ſeated upon 
* the golden Throne of my Anceſtors: 
« Thou haſt attack'd me, not withſtand- 
ing the Gratitude and Fidelity thou 


„ oweit to me; I am upon my Depar- 


ce ture to cauſe even the very Memory 
* of thee to periſh, to reſtore Greece to 
& her former Situation, and to deliver 
« her to her lawtul Sovercign.“ 


This daring Anſwer of the King of 
Perſia threw Dakianos into the molt 
dreadful Rage; he immediately form'd a 
Detachment of two hundrcd thouſand 
Men from his Army to advance and 


give Battle to the King of Perſia: Thoſe 
Troops 
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Troops were not long without meeting 
him; the Combat was bloody and ob- 
ſtinate, but at length the King of Per/ia 
was defeated, taken Priſoner, and con- 
ducted to Datianos. 


When that Prince was in his Preſence, 
W retch, ſaid he to him, how can'ſt thou 
bear my Sight, thou moſt ungrateful of 
Mankind ! I ungrateful! returned. Dakia- 
nus; I have levied Troops at my own 
Expence, I have ſpent the greateſt Part 


of my immenſe Treaſures, I have there- 


fore bought this Conqueſt; IT have done 
more, I have fought, I have revenged 
thy Quarrcl; What can'ſt thou reproach 
me with? -I have loved thee, returned the 


King. 


It is hard for thoſe in Power to bear 

a well founded Reproach ; the only An- 
ſwer of Datianos was to command his 
Head to be {truck oft, and immediately 
to ſend Troops to ſcize upon his Domi- 
nions, He choſe Ephejus for to fix his 
Re ſidence in; but not chin King that City 
magnificent enougb, he cauled it to be 
k cbuilt 
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rebuilt with the utmoſt Elegance, and 
gave all his Care to the erecting of a Pa- 
lace which was unparallel'd for its Soli- 
dity, its Extent, and its Magnificence. 
He erected in the Centre of it a Kioſch, 
the Walls of which were ſix hundred Foot 
long, and the Cement and all the Joint- 
inas of it were of Silver. This Kioſch 
contained a thouſand Chambers, each of 
which enclosd a Throne of Gold; he 
cauſed three hundred and ſixty five Gates 
of Chryſtal to be made, which he placed 
in ſuch a manner, that every Day 
throughout the Year the riſing Sun ſhone 
upon one of them. His Palace had 
ſeven hundred Porters; ſixty Viſiers 
were occupied in his Affairs: There were 
always in the Hall of Audience ſixty 
Thrones, upon which were ſeated thole 
who had ſignalized themſelves in War: 
He had ſcven thouſand Aſtrologers, who 
aſſembled every Day, and continually 
declared to him the different Influences 
of the Stars: He was always ſurrounded 
by ten thouſand Ichoglans, who wore 


Girdles and Crowns of ſolid Gold, and 
were molt magnificently clad z they. had 
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no other Employment but that of being 


always ready to receive his Orders. He 


appointed ſixty Bacha's, each of whom 
had under his Command two thouſand 


_ well-made and valiant young Men, who 


each in particular commanded two thou- 
ſand Soldiers. 


4 


One Day, when Dakianos was in the 


Height of his Splendor, an old Man 
arole from beneath the Throne upon 
which he was ſeated, The King amazed, 
aſked him who he was? But he, who was 
an unbelieving Genie, far from confeſſing 
it, I am, faid he, the Prophet of God, I 
obcy his Orders by coming to you, know 
therefore that he has made me the God of 
the Heavens, and that he ordains that 


| you ſhould be the God of the Earth. 
Dakianos anſwered him, Who will believe 


that I am fo? And the Genie immediately 
diſappeared, Some Time after Dakianos 
had again the fame Apparition, and the 
Genie repeated to hm the ſame Things; 
but he anſwered him, You deceive me: 
How can I be the God of the Earth? 
Your Power, your great Actions, and 
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the Care that God has taken of you, 


ought to perſwade you; but if you will 
not believe me, purſued the old Man, 
do what I ſhall tell thee and you will 
ſoon be convinced. Dakianos, whole 
Pride this flattered, and who had nothing 
more to deſire of human Greatneſs, pro- 
miſed him to conſent to every thing. 
Let your Throne be placed upon the 
Shore of the Sea, purſued the old Man. 
What he deſir'd was executed; and 
when Daitianos was placed there, Prince, 
ſaid the Genie to him, there is at the Bot- 
tom of the Sea a Fiſh, the Bigneſs of 


which is known only to God, and which 


every Day comes to Land ; it remains 
there till Noon to adore the Almighty; 
no Perſon interrupts its Prayers; when 
they are finiſh'd, it plunges again to the 
Bottom of the Sea, The Fiſh appear'd 
as uſual, and the Genie ſaid to Dakianos, 
tho? the Fiſh will not believe your Power, 
it has however declared to all the Fiſhes 
of the Sea that you are the God of rhe 
Earth; it fears nothing, and comes now 
to inform nlelf, You will know the 
Truth of what I have declar'd to von, 
| conu- 
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continued he, if you will only conde- 


ſcend to ſay to him, TI am the God of 


the Earth; your Voice will freeze him 
with Terror, he cannot hear it without 


Sui prize, and will certainly rake his 


Flight. This Propoſition pleas'd Daki- 
anvs, and he cal!*d che Fith and ſaid to it, 
I am the God of the Earth: Theſe Words 
of Infidelity made the Fiſh immediately 


plunge to the Bottom of the Sca, in the 


Fear he was under left the Almighty 
Power ould dart his Thunder to puniſh 


that Impoſtor. Daiians) eaſily perſwa- 


ded himfſcli that the Fiſh was an Infidel, 
and that his Preſence: had made him take 
his Flight. From that Moment he be- 
lieved ajl the deluding Words of the Ge- 
nie, and ſoon had no Doubt left of his 
Divinity. Not only his Subjects adored 
him, but People came from all Corners 
of the World to give him thoſe Marks of 
Adoration which he exacted ; for he cau- 
ſed ali thoſe to be thrown into a burning 
Furnace who refus'd to adore him. 


In the Number of the ten Thouſand 
Slaves who ſtood always before him with 


their 
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their Hands croſs'd upon their Breaſts, 
there were ſix Greets, who poſſeſs'd his 
Confidence, and who approach'd the near- 
eſt to his Perſon, They were named, 

JemlizÞa, Mekchilinia, echlima, Merli- 
ma, Debermouch, an] Charnouch, They 
were generally placed in an equal Num- 
ber upon nis right and left Hand; Fem- 
likha was one whom he moit favour- d, 


BJ Nature having endow'd him with all 
her Charms; ais Words were ſwecter than 


the Honey of Arabia, and his Wit 


5 | ſparkling and agrecable; in a Word, this 


young Man united 1: himfelt all Pei fec— 
tious : Their Employ:nents engaged both 
him and his Companions to pay that 
Homage o Dakianos Wiilch was due to 
God alone. 


One Day as Dakianos was at Table, 
Femlikia held a Fan to drive away the 
F:.es that might incommode him; there 
came one which ſettled itſelf with ſo much 
Ovltinacy upon the Diſh that he was eat- 


ing of, that he was oblig*d to give over. 


Femlikha, ſtruck with this light Event, 


thought it ridiculous that a Man, who 
could 
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could not drive away even a Fly that 
_ troubled him, ſhould pretend to Divini- 
ty; ſure, continu'd he, I ought to have 
no Regard for ſuch a God, Some time 
after Datianos enter'd into one of his 
Apartments to repoſe himſelf for ſome 
Hours; and Jemlitha ſtill waited by 
him with the Fan, God once more ſent 
the ſame Fly, and at this Time ſhe pla- 
ced herſelf upon the Face of the Monarch, 
Femiikha would have drove her away, leſt 
ſhe ſhou'd interrupt his Sleep, but his 
Pains were in vain ; ſhe awaken'd Daki- 
anos, and threw him into the greateſt Im- 
patience, Femlikba, already touch'd by 
his firſt Reflections, ſaid within himſelf, 
This Man certainly is no more a God 
than Jam; there can be but one God, 
and it is him who has created the Sun 
that gives us Light, From that Time, 
 Femlikha uſed the Cuſtom of ſaying every 
Night when he laid down, The true 
God is he who created the Heavens, and 
fix d them in the Air without a Pillar. 


It is difficult to make a ſerious Reflec- 
tion and not to communicate it to a 
Friend. 
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to his Companions. A Man, ſays he, 
who cannot diſengage himſelf from a 
Fly, can he have a Power over the 
Works of Nature? Then he related the 
Adventure of the Fly. But if our King 
is not a God, ſaid they to him, who then 
are we to adore? Jenlitba told them 
what he thought, and they were ſo far 
per ſwaded of it, that from that Day they 


join'd with him every Night in Prayer, 


Their aſſembling themſelves together 
in private Places, ſoon became the Sub- 


ject of Converſation. Dakianos being in- 


form'd of it, ſent for them into his Pre- 
ſence, and ſaid to them, Do you adore 


another God beſide me? They content- 


ed themſelves with anſwering him, We 
adore the Sovereign Maſter of the World. 


The King, who took that Anſwer to 


mean himſelf, loaded them with Careſſes, 
and beſtow'd upon each of them a Robe 
of Honour; they retir'd, cover'd with 
the Favours of their Maſter, and their 
firſt Care was to adore and thank the high 
God for his Bounty to them. Jemlitba 

8 after- 


Friend. Femlikhba declar'd all his Doubts 
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wards ſaid to them, If there ſhuuld be | 

again ſuch an Information given to the 1 

King as has now put us into {ca immi— I 

nen Danger, we can hope tor no further 

Mercy trom him. I imagine, therefore, 

th. only Refoiution we can take, is to quit 2 

our Country, and to feek anocher wtiere IJ 

we mas ador- God without Conſtraint, 

But how can we take our Flight, reply'd . 

his Companions ? We know no other 

Country but this. Let us put our Truſt | 

in God, reſum'd Femlikha, and make | 

| uſe of any tavourable Circuinſtance ; we 

| re not to follow Da#ianss, when he goes 2 

| his magnificent Chaſe for ſix Days, at the | 

| Head of his Army. What hinders us ta- : 

king that Time for our Departure? We | 

| will- demand Permiſſion of the Eunuchs [| 
| that guard us, tO play at * Þeheuhinn * 
| we will go out of the Square, throw the 


Ball at a great Diſtance, and take our 
Flight upon thoſe ſwift Horſes which are 
uſually given us for that Exerciſe. They 
approved this Project, and waited with 
Impatience for the Time of its Execution, 
At length Dakianos departed with his 

numerous 
* The Match perfornv'd on Horſeback, 
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numerous Army, and recommended to 
his Eunuchs the Care of the ſix Slaves, 


The Day after the King's Departure, 
they put in execution what they had pro- 
jected, The Eunuchs purſu'd them, and 
would have forc*d them to return back to 
the Palace; but they anſwer'd them, We 
are tired of our King; he endeavours 
to paſs for the God of the Earth, and we 
adore him alone who has created all that 
we behold. The young Men had alrea- 
dy drawn their Sabres, and in a Moment 
they put the Eunuchs out of a Condition 
of following them. Then 7Jemlikba ſaid 
to them, My Friends, we are ruin'd if we 
do not uſe all poſſible Expedition. They 
immediately put their Horſes upon. full 
Speed, which ſo much fatigu'd them 
that their Spirits were ſoon exhauſted, 
They were then oblig'd to continue their 
Journey on Foot; but being quite tir'd, 
and faint with Thirſt and Hunger, they ſtopt 
upon the Side of the Road, and with in- 
tire Confidence in God pray'd to him to 
relieve them. Some faithful Genies heard 
them ; and touch'd with their Situation, 

EW” tbey 
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they inſpir'd into Zemlikba the Thought 
of aſcending a Mountain, at the Foot of 
which they were. It was not without Pain 
that he arrived at the Summit; but at 
length he perceiv'd a Spring, the pure 
and clear Water of which was to him the 
Water of Life, and a Shepherd ſitting by 
it, who ſung whilſt his Flock was feed- 

ing. Zemlikha calling to his Companions, 
the few Words he could make them hear 
augmented their Strength, and gave them 
Courage ſufficient to aſcend the Mountain. 


The Shepherd, whoſe Name was 
Keſchetiouch, gave them ſome Proviſions, 
and they drank of the Water of this de- 
lightful Fountain. This Refreſhment re- 
eſtabliſh*d their Strength, and their firſt 
Care was to return their Thanks to Hea- 
ven for it. Then Keſchetiouch ſaid to 
them, How have you found the Way to 
a Place where I never yet ſaw any Mor- 
tal? If I am not miſtaken you are Fugi- 
tives 2 Truſt me with your Misfortunes ; 
I may perhaps be of ſome Service to you. 
Femlikha related to him all that had hap- 


pened to them, and his Diſcourſe m_ 
1 the 
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the Light of Faith into the Heart of this 
Shepherd, God ſo enlightening his Mind, 
that he ſoon learn'd and repeated witk 
them their Prayers. Afterwards he told 
them he would never quit them. Epheſus, 
ſays he, is ſo near to this Place, that you 


will ſtill be in ſome Danger; doubt not 


but Dakianos will uſe his utmoſt Efforts 
to have you ſeiz'd. I know a Cavern not 
far from hence, which perhaps in a forty 
Years Search could not be found : I will 
conduct you there; and immediately 
without Delay they roſe and followed 
him. 

The Shepherd had a little Dog which 
he call'd Catnier that followed them: 
They did not care to take him with them, 
and uſing all their Skill to drive him a- 
way, they at laſt threw a Stone at him 
which broke his Leg; but he ſtill fol- 
lowed them limping : They threw a ſe- 
cond at him, which did not turn him 
back, tho? it broke his other Fore- Leg, 
ſo that he walk'd only upon his two 
Hind-Feet, continuing his March. The 


third Stone having broke one more, 


he was no longer in a Condition to ſtand, 
D 2 But 
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But God, to monſtrate his almighty 
Power, gave. the Gift of Speech to this 
little Dog, who ſaid to them, Alas! you 
go to ſeck after God, and you have prevent- 
wet me from all Hope. of geamgath you! 
Am not I alſo the CreatufFoF God? Are 
you alone oblig'd to acktipwkdg e him ? 
They were ſo aſtoniſh'd at this wonderful 
Miracle, and moved with the Condition 
to which they had reduc'd him, that they 
carried him by Turns, and went on beg- 
ging the Protection of God. 


They were not long before they arriv- 
ed at the Cavern to which the Shepherd 
conducted them; and finding themſelves 
ſo fatigu'd with their Journey, they laid 
down to ſleep ; but by the particular Per- 

miſſion of God, they flept with their 
Eyes open, in ſuch a manner, that no one 
could ſuſpect they taſted any real Repoſe. 


The Cavern was ſo gloomy, the Heat 
of the Sun cou'd not incommode them ; a 
gentle pleaſing Wind inceſſantly refreſh'd 
them; and a long narrow Opening gave 
an Entrance to the Rays of the Sun at his 
Riſing, 
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Riſing, and the Goodneſs of God went ſo 

far as to ſend an Angel to them, who turn'd 
them twice a Week, to hinder the Damps 

of the Earth from incommoding them. 


T 
= In the mean time, thoſe Eunuchs who 


had eſcaped from the Sabres of the young 
Slaves, came directly to give an Account 
of what had paſs'd to Datianos. He was 
in Deſpair at their Flight; and as he was 
recollecting in his Mind the Favours 
he had ſhewn them, and accuſing them 
of the higheſt Ingratitude, the ſame un- 
faithful Genie, who had ſo often appear'd 
to him, preſented himſelf before him, and 
ſaid to him, Your Slaves have quitted 
you, only that they might worſhip ano- 
ther God, in whom they place ali their 
Truſt, This Diſcourſe ſo heighten'd the 
Anger of Dakianos, that he conjur'd the 
Genie to let him know the Place of their 
Retreat. I alone can bring you to it, 
return'd the Genie: All Mankind would 
ſearch it in vain, but I will conduct you 
to it at the Head of your Army. They 
Immediately departed, and were not long 
before they arrived at the Mouth of the 

5 Cavern 
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Cavern. The Genie then ſaid to Dakti- 
anos, Tis here they are retir'd. Dakianos, 
who was wholly poſſeſs'd with the Spirit 
.of Revenge, immediately would have en- 
ter*d it; but that Moment there burſt out 
from it a dreadful Vapour, which was 
followed by a furious Wind, and a Dark- 
neſs that ſpread over all that Part of the 
World. The Army gave back with 
Horror; but Anger redoubling the Cou- 
rage of Dakianos, he advanc'd to the 
Entrance of the Cavern, but it was 
with incredible Difficulty ; and in ſpite 
of all his Efforts, it was abſolutely im- 
poſſible for him to enter it, the Air 


being ſo impenetrable. He perceiv'd 2 


Cainier, who ſlept with his Head reſting 
upon his Paw; and diſtinguiſ®d plainly 
the ſix young Greeks and the Shep- 
herd, who were all in a profound Sleep ; 
tho* he was far from ſuſpecting that, as 
their Eyes were open. Dakianos was not 
raſh enough to renew his Efforts ; a ſe- 
cret Horror reſtrain'd him; the Sight of 


this Cavern, and all the Prodigies of Hea- 


ven, ſpread ſo great a Terror in his Mind, 
that he return'd to his Army, and ſaid, 
1 that 
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that he had diſcover'd his Slaves, who had 
proſtrated themſelves before him, without 
having the Courage to ſpeak to him, and 
that he had left then Priſoners in the Ca- 
vern, till he fix'd his Reſolution as to 
their Puniſhment, In effect, he conſult- 
ed his ſixty Viſiers, and demanded of 
them what remarkable Vengeance he 
could exerciſe upon theſe young Slaves; 
no Advice of theirs could give him Satis- 
faction. He had Recourſe therefore to 
his Genie, who advis'd him to command 


the Architects, who always march'd along 


with him, to raiſe a very thick Wall, 

which ſhould entirely close up the En- 
trance of the Cavern, and take away all 
Hope of Succour from thoſe who were 
enclos'd in it. You muſt take care for 
your own Glory to cauſe to be engraved 
upon this Wall, the Time, the Year, 
and the Reaſons that oblig*d you to erect 
it; that will be the Means, ſaid he, of 
informing Poſterity that you reveng'd 
yourſelf with a Greatneſs of Spirit. 


Dakianos approv'd this Counſel, and 
caus'd a Wall to be erected as thick and 
My. ſolid 
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ſolid as thoſe of Alexandria; but he had 
the Precaution to reſerve one Paſſage, of 


which he alone knew the Entrance, in 
hopes of being one Day able to ſeize up- 
on his Slaves, and with a View of exa- 
mining the Events of the Cavern, which, 
in ſpite of himſelf, continually took up 
his Thoughts, He added to all theſe Pre- 
cautions that of placing a Guard of twen- 3 
ty Thouſand Men who encamp'd before 
the Wall. All his Armies had Orders 
to relieve this Body of Troops every 
| Month, who were commanded to put to 


J ͤ-»V , ]§• ens 


Death all thoſe who endeavour'd to ap- 

proach a Place which inclos'd thoſe whoſe 

Revolt and Flight were the firſt Misfor- 
| tunes of his Life; for till that Moment 
| every thing had ſucceeded happily to him. 
* The Beauties which were continually 
brought to him from all Parts of the 
Earth, the Feaſts and Entertainments 
| that his Seraglio conſtantly afforded him, 
| and the Amuſements that he took with the 
; young Pages of his Guard, could never 
Fx fill the Place of Zemlikha in his Heart, 
| 1 nor make him forget the Behaviour of his 
| Companions ; a Deſire of Revenge join- 
; ed 
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ed itſelf to the Inſult he imagin'd he had 


receiv*d from them, which appear*d great- 
er to him, as nothing had ever before da- 
red to reſiſt him. To a Man intoxicated 
with his Power, of which he had been 
himſelf the ſole Cauſe, ſo poſitive an Op- 


poſition to his Will, was a cruel Situ- 


ation; nothing could prevent him from 


repairing every Day to the Cavern, in 


order to make new Efforts to enter it, or 
at leaſt to feed his Eyes "mw the Objects 
of his Vengeance. 


The Calm which was enjoy's by thoſe 
whom he {till look'd upon as his Slaves, 


redoubled his Fury, Their Eyes which 


were, as he imagin'd, fix'd upon him, 
their Silence to all the Reproaches and 
Invectives with which he loaded them, 
even their Attitude, all were Marks of 
the greateſt Contempt of him. One Day, 
when he had join'd to his uſual Speeches 
the blackeſt Imprecations againſt Hea- 
ven, God permitted Cat nier without any 
Motion to anſwer him: Wretch ! dareſt 
thou blaſpheme a God who has let thee 
live, notwithſtanding the Crimes that 
thou haſt been guilty of? Believeſt thou 
D 5 that 
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that he has forgot to puniſh the Fate of 
the learned Ex yptian, whom thy Ava- 


rice put to Death, contrary. to the moſt 
facred Oaths ? Dakianos, whoſe Wrath 
was impotent there, went out diſtracted 
and. provoked with the inſulting Re- 
proaches that he received from the Dog 


of his Slaves. What a Subject of Humi- 
lity ! But far from having Recourſe to 
God, and imploring his Clemency, his 


Pride revolted, and by a Sentiment natu- 
ral to the Wicked, who generally render 
| thoſe who are ſubject to them, anſwera- 
ble for every thing that wounds their Va- 
nity, at his Return he cauſed to be exe- 
cuted, in the publick Square, above two 
Thouſand Men, who had refus'd to adore 


him. Theſe Examples of Severity ſpread. 
abroad the Fire of a Rebellion, which 


was lighted in all Parts of his Dominions; 
and notwithſtanding the Anxiety that 
theſe Troubles gave him to ſtop the Pro- 


greſs of them, an in ward Emotion, which 


he could not reſiſt, led him continually 
towards the Cavern. What is it I go 
there to ſeek, ſaid he within himſelf?- 
The Reproaches and Contempt of one 
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of the vileſt Animals, whilſt I am every 
where adored, whilſt every Word that 
comes from my ſacred Mouth is revered. 
Yet notwithſtanding this, what am I in 
the Eyes of an Animal whom God pro 

tects? A Shadow of Power, an Object of 


Impotence ! Ah! Dakzianos, what Shame, 


what Confuſion! But, however, I have 


conceal'd it, notwithſtanding this God, 


who will torment me, and his Efforts 


will be in vain againſt my Regulations. 
How happy I am to have conceaPd from 


my Subjects the Knowledge of ſuch a 
Misfortune ! How prudent was I in erect- 
ing a Wall which forbids all Entrance 


to the Cavern, and in hindring all Man- 


kind from approaching it by the Troops 
which I have diſpoſed before it! But in 
what Manner can my Slaves have ſubſiſt- 
ed, whilſt I have kept them encloſed 
there? Doubtleſs they have fome Com- 
munication into. the Country, and that 
Communication is unknown to me. To 
remedy this Inconvenience, I muſt ſur- 
round the Mountain with my Troops. 
Accordingly he gave Orders to fix Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men to form an Encamp- 
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ment round it, and to let no Perſon ap- 
proach a Place that was fo odious to him, 


When he had taken theſe new Precau— 
tions, he return'd to the Entrance of the 
Cavern, and ſaid with a fierce and a 


haughty Voice, Now you will be oblig*d 


to deliver yourſelves up to my Power ? 
Catnier anſwer'd him again, We fear thee 
not, God is our Protector; but believe 
me, and return ttEphe/us, thy Preſence 
is become neceflary there. Dakianos per- 
ceiving that he would give no farther 
Anſwer, return'd to the City, and found 
that ſeveral of the chief of the Eunuchs of 
his Seraglio were murder'd, and his Wo- 
men raviſh'd, and forc'd away. Dati- 
anos diſtracted at this Aﬀront, could not 


forbear returning to the Cavern, and ſay- 


ing to Catnier (becauſe he was the only 
Creature that anſwer'd him) if thy God 


could reſtore me the Honour that has been 


taken from me, I would endeavour —— 
Catnier anſwer'd him, God himſelf can- 


not reftore thy loſt Honour. Go, return 


to Epheſus, other Misfortunes attend thee 


there, Theſe Words threw Dakianos in- 
| * to 
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to the utmoſt Confuſion, He returned 
immediately back again, and found that 
the Dæmon of Hatred had ſeized upon 
his three Sons, that they had drawn their 
Sabres againſt each other, and that the 
Angel of Death was come to fetch them 
thence, which he did before his. Eyes. 
What an AMiction to a Father! What a 
Diſappointment to an ambitious Mind, 
who depended upon giving each of them 
an Empire in diffesent Parts of the 
World! 


In the midſt of the Sorrow with 
which he was ſurrounded, he could net 
prevent himſelf from returning once more 
to the Cavern. Wretches, ſaid he to them, 
what Torments ought I not to make you 
ſuffer when you ſhall fall into my Hands? 
However, reſtore me my Children, and 
I will forgive all that you have done 
againſt me. Catnier, who always ſpoke, 
anſwered him thus: God will reſtore no 
Children whom he has baniſhed from the 
World to puniſh the Crimes 'of their 
Father; go, return to Epheſus, thou de- 


ſerveſt to find new Misfortunes there. 
It 
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- It is too much, cried Dakianos retiring, 
and immediately with Rage and Deſpair 
in his Heart, he commanded all his 
Troops, and all the Inhabitants of Eyhe- 
ſus to bring each of them a Fagot, and 
ſee his Orders executed. Then he cauſed 
this enormous Quantity of Wood to 
be piled before the Cavern, in hopes 
of ſtifling thoſe whom it enclosd; but 


the Wind beat back the Flames 5 this 


amazing Fire againſt the Army, who 


took to Flight, and againſt the City. No 
private Hoũſe notwithſtanding was in 


the leaſt incommoded by it; but the 


Fire ſeized upon the Palace of Daꝶianos, 
which was wholly reduced to Aſhes, and 


all the Treaſure which he had amaſſed 
with ſo much Care vaniſh'd in a Mo- 


ment, whilſt the Cavern did not undergo 


the leaſt Alteration. This laſt Prodigy 
engaged him to have Recourſe to the ſe- 
ven Sleepers, and to Catnier himſelf, beg- 
ging them to interceed for him. The 


little Dog anſwered him thus: It is Fear, 


and not Piety, that ſeems to ſoften the 
Hardneſs of thy Heart; be gone, God 
knows thy Heart, thou can'ſt not deceive 
—_ Dakianos 
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Dakianos retired confounded with this 


laſt Reproach, but ſtil] more diſtracted at 
having humbled himſelf ſo far. 


In the midſt of all theſe Misfortunes 
which ſucceeded each other to oppreſs this 
Enemy of God, the Revolt, which was 
conſiderably augmented, demanded an 
Example to be made, and the Situation. 
of the Heart of Dakianos engaged him 
to render it of the greateſt Severity; to 
that effect he cauſed to be erected in the 
public Square, upon the Aſhes of his Pa- 
Jace, a Throne of Iron; he commanded. 


all his Court and all his Troops to be 


cloathed in * Red, and to be covered 
with black Turbans ; he took care to put 
on the ſame Habit, with a Deſign of mur- 
dering in one Moment five or ſix hundred 
thouſand Souls, whom he reſolved to ſacri- 
fice to the Safety of his Throne, to the 
Manes of his Children, to his loſt Ho- 
nour, and to what affected him ſtill more, 
the inceſſant Remorſe and Horror that 


gnawed his Heart. But before he per- 
formed 


* That Colour in the Eaſt is a Mark of the 
Vengeance of Princes. 
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formed this cruel Execution, he reſolved 
once more to viſit the Cavern, in hopes 
that his Weapons, the uſual Confidence 
of the Wicked, might intimidate thoſe 
whom by Prayers nor by Menaces he 
could obtain nothing from: When he 
arrived there, he redoubled his uſual Blaſ- 
phemies. Tremble, thou Wretch, ſaid 
Catnier then to him, without any Emo- 
tion, or ſo much as railing his Head, 
which laid upon his Paws. Shall I trem- 
ble, returned Dakianos, God himſelf can- 
not make me tremble. But he can puniſh 
thee, purſued Catnier; thou drawelt near 
thy laſt Moment, Datianos at that Word 
liſtening only to his Reſentment, took his 
Arrows and his Bow,--We ſhall fee, ſaid 
he, whether I am not redoubtable to thee 
at leaſt: He then ſhot an Arrow at him 
with the utmoſt Strength of his Arm; 
but a ſupernatural Power made it fall at 
the Feet of him who ſhot it, and at the 
ſame Inſtant there ſprung out of the Ca- 
vern a Serpent which was above twenty 


Foot in Length, and whoſe dreadful and 


enflamed Look made him tremble, Da- 


kianos would have taken his Flight, but 
the 
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the Serpent ſoon overtook him, graſp'd 


him round the Body, and dragged him 
through the whole City, that all his Sub- 
jets might be Witneſſes of his Terror 
and of his Puniſhment ; he then conveyed 
him to the Iron Throne which he had 
prepared for the Scene of his Venge- 
ance, It was there that devouring him by 


degrees, and beginning by his Extremi- 


ties, Dakianos by his dreadful Sufferings 
gave a terrible Example of the Puniſh- 
ment due to Ingratitude and Impiety. 
The Serpent afterwards returned to his 
Cavern without having done the leaſt 
Hurt to any Perſon, and all the Inhabi- 
tants of Epheſus loaded it 1 Benedic- 
tions at its Departure. 


Several Kings ſucceeded Datianos, and 


filled his Throne during the Time of one 


hundred and forty Years ; after which it 
fell into the Power of the antient Greeks, 


who enjoyed it for the Space of one hun- 


dred and ſixty-nine Years longer, 


When the Time of the Repoſe of the 
ſeven Sleepers was accompliſh'd, that 


which 


. — 


* Wie 
% Nie. be 
8. — I ————_ 
3 & "<> "BG" 


: 2 — 


— 2 © dans 
8 EL Ts. 4 
2 —— 3 3 
- 8 88 n 
$2 RR OY 2 TI I RO" 


— 


— — — v in a as — 2 
< | 0-4 —— —— — — wy, 
— » 7 * hen I I Ie — — — W ppc « LORE. 

n 1 7 * » wal RS n -.»£/ 
4 4 a l * — II 1 24% PAY 


66 ORIENTAL TALES. 


which was writ in the Books of God 
happened unto them; one of the ſeven 
awakened at that Inſtant, and the Dawn 
beginning to appear, he raiſed himſelf 
up, and faid within himſelf, I ſeem to 
have ſlept at leaſt twenty-four Hours; 
and by degrees the others awaken'd, 
ſtruck with the ſame Idea. 


Femlikha, always more lively than the 
reſt, leapt up immediately, and was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to find, at the Opening 
of the Cavern, a Wall erected of large 
ſquare Stones which entirely encloſed it, 
and returned to his Companions and told 
them the Occaſion of his Aſtoniſnment: 
Notwithſtanding this Inconvenience, they 
agreed that they muſt abſolutely ſend one 
of their Number to the City to buy Pro- 
viſion, and caſting their Eyes upon the 


Shepherd, Fem/ikha gave him Money, 


telling him that he run no Hazard by 
going. The Shepherd riſing to do 
them that Service, at that Moment * Ca7- 

| ner 


* There are ten Animals which muſt enter into 


Paradiſe; the Whale that ſwallow'd Jonas; 2 
| | at 
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nier awaked, perfectly cured of his bro- 
ken Legs, and run to careſs them. The 
Shepherd ſtrove in vain to get out of the 
Cavern, for the Paſſage that Dakianos 
had reſerved to himſelf was fallen down ; 
and examining the Wall carefully, he 
remarked the enormous Bigneſs of the 
Stones that compoſed it, and through the 
Chinks that Time had made between 
them, he ſaw with Aſtoniſhment that 
Part of the Trees were dead, others 
were fallen, and that the Water of the 
Springs was differently placed; in one 
word, he was ſo confounded at the un- 
common Change that he perceived, that 
he returned into the Cavern to inform his 
Companions of this ſurpriſing Change: 
They immediately aroſe and went to the 
Entrance to judge of it themſelves, but 
every freſh Obje& redoubled their A- 
mazement. Fem/ikha then ſaid to the 
Shepherd, Give me thy Habit, I will go 

myſelf 
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of Abraham; the Camel of the Prophet Saleh: 1 
the Ox of Moſes; and the Dog that e 1 
we ſeven Sleepers. 0 


=” 
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myſelf to the City and fetch what is ne- 
ceſſary for us, and endeavour to find out 
what we cannot now comprehend, The 
Shepherd gave him his Habit, and took 
his in Return. Jemlitha with much La- 
bour made himielf a Paſſage through 
the Ruins of this thick Wall, followed 
the Road to the City, and remarked over 
the Gate a Standard, upon which was 
written, There is no other God but the true 
God. He was much aſtoniſh'd to find 
that one Night had produced ſo great a 
Change: Is not this a Viſion? ſaid he; 
Do I awake, or do I tcel the Illuſions of 
a Dream ? Whilſt he made theſe embar- 
raſſing Reflections, he ſaw a Man come 
out of the Caſtle, whom he approached, 
and aſked him if this City was not cal- 
led Epheſus; he told him only that was 
its Name. What is the Name of him 
who governs it, reſumed Femlikha imme- 
diately ? It belongs to Eucoucb, he is the 
King of it, and has his Reſidence in it, 
replied the Man. 7emlikha, ftill more 
aſtoniſn'd, purſued his Queſtions, What 
do theſe Words ſignify, cried he, which 


are writ upon the Standard? He ſatisfied 
| bis 
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his Curioſity, by telling him that they re. 
preſented the holy Name of God. But 
I apprehend, interrupted Zemlikha with 
Eagerneſs, that Dakianos 1s the King of 
this City, and that he makes himſelf be 
worſhipped here as a God. I have never 
heard of any King ſo named, returned the 
Inhabitant of the City! What an uncom- 
mon Sleep do I undergo, cried Femlikha! 
Awaken me, I conjure you, ſaid he to 
him. The Man, ſurpriz'd in his Turn, 
could not forbear ſaying to him, What! 
you have aſked me reaſonable and ſenſible 
Queſtions, you have underſtood my An- 
{wers, and can you imagine that you are 
aſleep! Femiikha aſhamed of ſpeaking to 
him ſo inadvertently, quitted him, ſay ing 
within himſelf, Moſt high God, have you 
deprived me of Reaſon ! With this Confu- 
ſion of Ideas he entered into the City, 
which he could not in the leaſt recollect, 
the Houſes, the Temples, the Seraglio's 
appearing under a new Form to him; at 
length he ſtopped before the Door of a 
Baker, where he choſe out ſeveral Loaves, 
and preſented his Money for them ; the 
Baker examined it, and Jooking upon 


| Femlikha with much Attention, he was 
Z : alarmed 
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alarmed at it, and ſaid to him, Why doſt 
thou look upon me, give me thy Bread, 
take my Money, and concern thyſelf no 
Further, The Baker anſwered him with 
the eagereſt Curiolity, Where haſt thou 
found this Money? What is that to thee, 
reſumed Jemliłba? I don't know this 
Money, replied the Baker, it is not the 
Coin of the King that now reigns ; let 
me ſhare the Treaſure which thou haſt 
doubtleſs been ſo happy to find, and J 
promiſe thee to be ſecret. Femlikha, al- 
moſt out of Patience, ſaid to him, this 
Money 1s ſtruck with the Image of Da- 
| kianos, the abſolute Lord of this Coun- 
try, what can I tell thee more! But the 
Baker, ſtill prepoſſeſſed with the ſame 
Idea, purſued thus, Thou comeſt from the 
Country, believe me thy Occupation of a 
Shepherd has not rendered thee cunning 
enough to deceive me, nor to impoſe 
upon me; God has favour'd thee with 
the Diſcovery of a Treaſure, if thou doſt 
not conſent to ſhare it with me, I will go 
this Moment and declare it to the King; 
he will ſoon have thee arreſted, thy Riches I 
will be ſeized upon, and perhaps thou 
mayꝰſt 
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may'ſt be put to Death for not having 
declared them. 


Jemlikha, impatient at this Diſcourſe 
of the Baker's, would have taken his 
Bread and left him, but the Baker de- 
tained him, and their Diſpute growing 
hot, the People gather'd round them to 
liſten to it. anus {aid to the Baker, 
1 went out of the City but Yeſterday, I 
return to it this Day, what can make 
thee imagine that I have found a Trea- 
ſure! Nothing is more true, returned 
the Baker, and I am reſolved to have a 
Share of it, A Man belonging to the 
King running in at the Noiſe, and in the 
Incertitude he was in of the Event, 
went and fetch'd the Guards, who ſeiz'd 
upon Jemliłba, and conducted him before 
the King, whom they informed of the 
Occaſion of this Diſpute; and the Prince 
ſaid to him, Where haſt thou found thoſe 
antient Coins they ſpeak of? Sire, re- 
plied Femlikba, I carried them yeſterday 
from this City, but in one Night Epheſus 
has taken ſo different a Form that I no 
longer know it; all whom I have _ 

a 
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all whom I ſee are unknown to me, and 
yet I was born in this City, and I cannot 
expreſs the Confuſion of my Mind. The 
King ſaid to him, Thou ſeemeſt to have 
Senſe, thy Countenance is agreeable, and 
thy Manner compos'd, how can thy 
Speech be ſo unreaſonable? Ts it to abuſe 
me that thou feigneſt this Diſtraction? 
I will abſolutely know where thou 

haſt concealed the Treaſure which thy 
good Fortune has made thee Poſſeſſor of: 
The fifth Part by Law belongs to me, 
and I conſent to leave thee the Remain- 
der. Sire, replied Femlikha, 1 have not 
found a Treaſure, but certainly I have loſt 
my Senſes, Femlikha durſt not ſpeak too 
plainly, he ſtill fearing, left this King, 
who was unknown to him, ſhould be one 
of the Viſiers of Dakianos, who might 
order him to be conveyed to that Prince, 
who perhaps was abſent. 


Happily for him Encouch had a Viſier 
of a penetrating Genius, and who had 
an extenſive Knowledge of the Precepts 
of the Law and of antient Hiſtory; 
that of Dakianos was not unknown to 

| | him, 
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him, and by conſequence he had ſome 
Notion of the ſeven Sleepers, who were 


| imagined to be in the neighbouring Ca- 


vern. The Diſcourſe of Femliłha gave 
him Suſpicions, and to enlighten them he 


ſaid in a Whiſper to the King, I am 


much deceived, or this young Man at- 
tended upon Dakianos ; God enlighten'd 
his Mind, he quitted him, and retired 


into a Cavern with five of his Compa- 
nions, a Shepherd, and a little Dog. 


Thoſe ſeven Perſons were to appear out 


of this Cavern, after having ſlept three 


hundred and nine Years; their awakening 
was to confirm the People in their Duty, 
and every thing induces me to believe 
that this young Man is him whom Da- 


E kianos loved. 


Eucouch, with Reaſon, repoſed much 
Confidence in his Viſier; therefore addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Femlikha, Relate thy Ad- 
venture to us without Diſguiſe, ſaid he, 
or I will have thee ſeiz'd this Moment, 
Jemlitba, who knew the Neceſſity his 
Friends were under of his Return, obey*d 
him, notwithſtanding the Fear he was 

E under 
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under of ſeeing Dakianos, and finiſh'd 
his Recital, which proved conformable 
to all that the Viſier had read in Hiſtory; 
but what ſtil] further convinced the King, 
was, that he added, Your Majeſty may be 
pleaſed to know that I have a Houſe, a 
Son, and ſeveral Relations in this City, 
they can bear Witneſs of the Truth of 
what I have ſaid. Conſider, ſaid the pru- | 
dent Viſier to him, that all thou haſt re- 
lated to the King happened three hundred 
and nine Years ſince, Thou muſt then 
give us ſome other Proof, reſumed the 
King. I make no Anſwer out of Re- 
ſpe, returned Femlikba, to all the Diffi- 
culties that are made; but to perſwade 
you of what I have advanced, there is a 
conſiderable Treaſure concealed by me 
in the Houſe that belongs to me, which 
none but myſelf has the Knowledge of. 
The King and all his Court immediately 
roſe to repair to this Houſe. But Jem- 
likha, who went firſt, in order to conduct 
them, looked all round, and knew nei- 
ther the Street nor his own Houle. 


He was it r this Cankulion, when God 
permitted 
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permitted an Angel, under the Form of 
a young Man, to come to his Aſſiſtance, 
who ſaid to him, Servant of the true 
God, you ſeem to be much aſtoniſh'd, 
How can I but be ſurpriz'd, replied 
Femlikha, this City is ſo changed in one 
Night that I cannot find my Houſe, nor 
even the Street in which it is fituated 1 
Follow me, ſaid the Angel of God, I 
will conduct you thither. Femliłba, ſtill 
accompanied by the King, the Beys, and 
the Viſiers, followed the Angel of God, 
who after ſome Time ſtopped before a 
Door and diſappear'd, ſaying to him, 
Behold your Houſe. Jemlitba, through 
his Confidence in God, enter'd into it, 
and ſaw an old Man unknown to him, 
and who was ſurrounded by ſeveral young 
People: He ſaluted them all very po- 

litely, and ſaid very affably to the old 
Man, This Houſe, I believe, belongs to 
me; why do 1 find you here, and what 
Buſineſs have you to do in it? I believe 
you are miſtaken, replied the old Man 
with the fame Affability; this Houſe has 
long been in our Family, my Grandfa- 
ther left it to my Father, who is fot yet 
— E 2 dead, 
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dead, but who indeed has but one Breath 
of Life left. The young Men would | 
have anſwer'd, and were enrag'd at Tem- 
likha : Bat the old Man ſaid to them, Be 
not angry, my Children, Paſſion is never 
neceſſary ; he has perhaps ſome good 
Reaſon to give us, let us hearken to him, 
He afterwards turned himſelf towards 
Femlikha, and ſaid to him, How can 
this Houſe belong to you? By what 
Right do you pretend to it? Who are 
you? Ah! venerable old Man, return'd 
Femlikba, how can I tell you of my 
Adventure? None of thoſe to whom I 
have related it will give Credit to it; TI 
cannot myſelf comprehend it; judge of 
the Situation I am in! The old Man, 
touch'd with his Affliction, ſaid to him, 
Take Courage my Child, I intereſt my- 
ſelf in your Fate, my Heart was moved 
at the Sight of you. Zemlitha, reaſſur'd 
by this Diſcourſe, related to the old Man 
all that had happen'd to him; and he 
had no ſooner heard his Story, than 
he went and fetch'd out a Picture to 
compare it with 7em/izha. When he 


had examin'd him for ſome time, he 
Dgn'd, 
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ſigh'd, and his Trouble and Concern 
increas'd; he kiſſed the Picture ſeveral 


times, and threw himſelf at the Feet of 


7emlikha, proſtrating his wrinkled Coun- 
tenance, and his Beard, whiten'd by Age, 
upon the Ground: At length he cried 


out, Oh my deareſt Grandfather! The 


Torrent of Tears which run from his 
Eyes prevented him from ſaying more, 
The King and his Viſters, whom this 
Scene had rendered very attentive to the 
Converſation, ſaid then to the old Man, 
What! do you acknowledge him for your 
Grandfather ? Yes, Sire, replied he, he 
is the Father of my Father. He could 
not finiſh theſe Words without burſting 
again into Tears. He afterwards took 
him by the Hand, and conducted him 
through the Houſe. Jemlitha perceiving 
a Beam of Cypreſs, ſaid, It was I who 
cauſed that Beam to be placed, under the 
End of it will be found a large Stone of 
Granate, it covers ten Vaſes equal to 
thoſe that are in the King's Treaſury ; 
they are filled with Gold Pieces of the 
Coin of Datianss, and each of thoſe 
Pieces weigh a hundred Drachma's. 
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Whilſt they labour'd to raiſe up the Cy- 
Preſs Beam, the old Man approach'd Jem- 
lit ba with the greateſt Reſpect, and ſaid 
to him, My Father, who is your Son, is 
ſtill alive, but he has ſo little Strength 
that I have been obliged to lap him up in 
Cotton and put him in a Baſket, which I 
have hung upon a Nail, It is he who 
has formerly related to me ſome of the 
Things that you have told me; come, 
continued he, come and ſee my Father, 
and your Son. Femlilba following him 
into another Apartment, he took down | 
a little Baſket, from which he pull'd out 
a Bundle of Cotton ; this Packet enclos'd 
a very.old Man who was not bigger than 


a new-born Child ; they made him ſwal- | 


low a Drop of Milk, he opened his 
Eyes and knew again Femlitba, the Ob - 
ject of. his Love: He could not forbear 
ſhedding a Torrent of Tears, and Jem- 
litba could not reſtrain his. What an 
Aſtoniſhment to all thoſe. who ſaw a 
young Man whoſe Son was in that Ex- 
ceſs of Decripituce, the Son of. his Son, 
an old Man oppreſſed with Yearsand 
the Children of. that old Man, - reſem- 

bling 
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bling by their Tone and Countenance 
their Great Grandfather. The People 
at the Sigh: of this Miracle could not for- 
bear admiring the Greatneſs of the Power 
of God. They examin'd the Annals, and 
found that the three Hundred and nine 
Years were accompliſh'd that Day. 


When the Beam of Cypreſs was taken 


up, they found all that Zem/ikba had de- 


clat'd; he made a Preſent of one Part 
of the Treaſyre to the King, and gave 
the other to the Children of his Grand- 


ſon. 


The King after this ſaid to ile, 
We are now convinc'd of the Truth of 
thy Hiſtory, let us go to thy Companions 
in the Cavern, and give them Aſſiſtance. 
Tis the only Wiſh I have to form, reply'd 
Jemlitha. The Prince then cauſed a great 
Quantity of Proviſions to be carried with 
him, and departed, accompanied with his 
Army and all the People, to repair to 
the Cavern. It appear'd ſo dreadful, that 


_— had the Courage to enter it. It 
1 


id however that the King reſolv'd to 
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do it, that he ſaw the Companions of Jen 
likha, but that it was at the very Moment 
of his entring it that Femlikha gave up the 
Ghoſt, with the ſix others, and the little 
Dog. He even heard them repeat their 
Acts of Adoration to the ſovereign Ma- 
ſter of the Univerſe, and dye as they pro- 
nounced them, Encouch caus'd every 
thing to be brought that was neceflary 
to pay them the laſt Duty, andhad them 
interr'd in the ſame Cavern where they 
had ſlept ſo long, When all the People 
were gone out of it, by a particular Per- 
miſſion of God, the Entrance of the Ca- 
vernwas cloſed, and ſince that Time it has 
been impoſſible for any Man to enter it, 


TheKing commanded a Column to be 
ereted ſome Paces from it, upon which 
he cauſed to be engrav'd the Hiſtory of 
the ſeven Sleepers, to make known the 
Power of God, to inſpire a Horror for 
Ingratitude, and to ſhew by this Exam- 
ple the Efficacy of Prayer. 


The King of Perſia, who'e Eyes-had 
begun to cloſe during the Recital of Ma- 
F radbat 
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radbak came to himſelf when ſhe ceas'd 


ſpeaking, as thoſe whom a conſtant equal 


Noiſe lull to ſleep, are awaken'd by its 


ceaſing. I am ſatisfied enough with thy 


Hiſtory, ſaid he to the Daughter of Fitead, 
and I begin to hope that my Diſtemper 
is not incurable. I liſten'd with ſome At- 
tention to the Beginning of the Hiſtory, 
but I did not intereſt myſelf much for 
thy little Dog, and I was almoſt aſleep 


with Zem/ikha, as if I had been in his Ca- 


vern ; therefore know not much of what 
paſſed afterwards. If your Majeſty has 
the leaſt Curioſity to know it, I will be- 
gin my Relation again from that Part: 
No, no, ſaid the King, I have enough 
for the firſt Time; it is ſufficient that 1 
have found ſome Relief; it is no Matter 
by what it came; provided my Phyſi- 
cians give me Remedies that produce a 
good Effect, I don't trouble my Head 
to know what they are compos'd of. 
Haus. Return to Morrow at the ſame 

our. Moradbaꝶ went out with her Fa- 
ther, who was in the greateſt Admira jon, 
and who could not conccive how he could 
have form'd ſo perfect a Creature. 


E 4 Mo- 
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Moradbak with the ſame Aſſurance 
of Succeſs returns the next Day. The 
King teſtified ſome Pleaſure at the 
Sight of her; ſhe ſeated: herſelf and 
ſpoke thus: | 
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IS REESE 


| THE | 
H 19 TN 
OF THE 


B IRT Hof M.A HOMET.. 


Here was, long aſter the Death of 
the Prophet Salomon, an Hraelite, 
mand Oucha, who lived ſeveral Years: 
in the holy City of. Feruſalem. He was 
a Doctor of the Law; and his Love for 
the Books of Moſes was fo great, that he 
meditated upon them continually 3 the 
Predictions which foretold the Birth of. 
Mahomet, and the Praiſes that God him- 
ſelf gave him ſtruck him with Admira- 
tion. The Deſire of Inſtruction made 
him undertake many long Voyages, 
which greatly improv'd him in all the 
Sciences, and diſcover'd to him the Se- 
crets. of. Nature. Thus always medita- 
E 6- | ting 
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ting on the Coming of the Holy Pro- 
phet, he was more and more convinc'd 
of the peculiar Favour of Heaven upon 
his great Friend; and was charm'd with 
the exalted Truths he was to diſcover to 


Mankind; but he ſubmitted to the Ne- 


ceſſity. he was under of not revealing it. 

IT his ſame Knowledge had indicated to 
him that Mabome was to be born at Moc- 

ca, and that Reaſon engaged him to fix 

his Reſidente in that City, predeſtin'd to 

be bleſs'd above all that have exiſted, do 


. or ever thall exiſt, 


In viewing the City with the ſame boly 

Zeal which conducted him there, he diſ- 
cover'd a Spot of Ground, which was 
only a large uncultivated Garden; and 
having kiſs'd the Earth three Times, he 
gave the Poſſeſſor of it what he deſired 
for it, adding, That Money. ought not ta. 
be regarded in compariſon with what is ſu- 

cred z and having built a handſome Houſe 
upon this very Spot, he reſolv'd to end 


his Lite there. 13 * 
His 


— 
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- His Merit, and the Repuration of a 
Sage, which he ſo well deſerved, ſoon ac- 
quir*d him the Poſſeſſion of a Wife, who 
rendet'd him happy; he had by her in 
the firſt Year of his Marriage a Daugh- 
ter named Zesbet, who becoming the Ob- 
ject of his Love and aſſiduous Care, was 
ſoon, though in an early Age, capable 
of knowing and practiſing all theVirtues. 

So good an Education render'd her Heart 
and Mind preferable to. her Beauty, tho? 

| the had all the Advantages of Perſon. 
Her Complexion whiter than the moſt 
beautiful Oriental Alabaſter; her Eyes 
blacker than the Plumes of the Raven, 
her Cheeks of a more glowing Vermil- 
lion than the Poppy of Perſia, all which 
uniting form'd a moſt uncommonBeauty, 


Oucha had often declared to the Me 
raelites of Mecca the Coming of the Great 


Prophet; but that was ſo far from per- 1 
iwading them that they would have even x 


Event was ſo clearly expreſs'd. Oucha 
had with much Pains preſerv'd from their | 
Fury; the Leaves honour'd by thoſe di- | 
| 
| 


| 
: 
torn the Leaves upon which this great l 
| 
| 


vine 


Smoak of Aloes and Sandal, does 1t riſe 


* — — ——̃ —— nn 


The Loſs of Perſons. who were ſo dear 
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vine Paſſages. He had kept them with 
Care, and ſecur'd them as his greateſt: W 
Freaſure, reſolving never more to expoſe 
thoſe convincing Proofs of the Goodneſs: 
of God, and the Glory of the Holy Pro- 
phet, to the Impiety of the Mraelites. 


The. wiſe Oucha, beſides his profound 
Knowledge in the Sciences; poſſeſs'd im- 
menſe Riches, the Sources of which were 
unknown; his Houſe abounded in every 
thing, his Slaves were numerous; he 
received all Strangers as his Children; 
and never refus'd his Alms. He often 
ſaid to his Daughter who applauded him 
for his good Actions, and congratulated 
him upon his Treaſures that enabled him 
to execute them,---My Child, it is not 
the Value of the Gifts which renders the 
Charity meritorious; the Poor may prac- 
tiſe the ſame Virtues as the Rich; the 


higher than the Smoak of a Shrub? Ou- 
cha at length died, at the Age of a Hun- 
dred Years, and his Wife, depreſs'd with 
Affliction, did not long ſurvive him. 


to 
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to her, was infinitely. ſenſible to Zesbet ; 
it was to this firſt. Sorrow that the Retreat 
and Solitude to which ſhe abandoned her- 
felf was attributed; but the Aſtoniſnment 
of all thoſe who pretended to her was re- 
doubled, when, after ſome Months, they 
perceived no Change in her Behaviour. 
Their Aſtoniſnment ſoon gave way to 
Admiration, and Admiration in its turn 
gave Way to Forgetfulneſs; the World 

eaſily abandoning thoſe. who reall Y. wiſh. 
to avoid it. 


Zesbet was then but in her ſixteenth: 
Year; but her Mind was abſolutely 
lorm'd. Her Father had recommended 
to her, when he gave her the laſt Adieu, 
not to part with this Houſe that he left, 

whatever might happen to her: This 
f was a ſufficient Recommendation to 
engage her to reſolve living in it for Life. 
After having for ſome time abandon'd 
herſelf to the Exceis of her Grief, Rea- 
ſon at length engag' d Zesbet to take ſome 
Care of her Affairs. She was ignorant 
of the Source of her Father's Riches; the 


Slaves of the Houſhold were no better 
in- 


— ®b 
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inſtructed of them; and as to any Rela- 
tions, ſhe did not ſo much as know of 
one, ſo that we may ſay, Zesbet was alone 
in the Univerſe. She employ'd ſeveral 
Days in ſearching the whole Houſe ; there 
was no Place which was not viſited in 
vain; there was ſearce found Money 
enough to defray the Expences of his In- 
terment. In this Situation, Zesbet, with. 
out Heſitat on, gave her Slaves of both 
Sexes their Freedom, and reſerv'd to her- 
ſelt only an old Woman as her Servant. 
She afterwards caus'd all the moveable 
Furniture that was in the Houſe to be ſold; 
but the Moveables of a Sage are ſeldom 
of any great Importance, And Zesbet 
had but a very ſmall Sum from thence. 
with which ſhe reſolved to live in the 
moſt retired Part of the Houſe, and wait 
for the gracious Aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
in which ſhe put her Confidence, accord- 
ing to the Words which her Father had 
ſo often repeated to her: Heaven ſooner 
or later recompenſes theſe who follqw the 
Counſels of Wiſdom, and abandon nit their 
Virtue. The Precepts and Examples of 


ſo wiſe a Father were always preſent in 
| her 
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her Mind; therefore, notwithſtanding her 
Want of Affluence, the Poor who kneck'd 
at her Gate, or who preſented themſelves 
to her when ſhe went out to Prayer, and 
the Sick who were mention'd to her old 
Slave, when ſhe went to provide for their 


Houſhold Neceſſities, were certain of be- 
ing aſſiſted, 


In the mean time their ſmall Treaſure 
diminiſh*d, and Zesbet being no longer in 
a Condition to maintain her old Slave, 
found herſelf obliged to give her her Free- 
dom. This Separation was ſenſible to 
them both, but it was inevitable. 


This Beauty, whom all che World 
ought to have been eager to ſupport, and 
whols Perſon might have made them all 
her Slaves, remain'd then in the compleat- 
eſt Solitude; forgot by all the Inhabi- 
tants of Mecca, and by all the Youths 
who had formerly ſcen her in the Houſe 
of her Father; the Idea of her Treaſures 
doubtleſs having been more attractive to 
tens, than that of her Peiſon. 


It was about two Years after the vir- 
tuous 


— 
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tuous Oucha was gone to enjoy with the 
white Angels the Happineſs of ſeeing the 
holy Prophet, when all the Reſources of 


_ Zesbet were ſo exhauſted, that at laſt ſhe 
found herſelf in one Day without Money 


and without any Proviſion. He who doe 
not put his Truſt in God, cannot be happy. 
Zesbet practiſed this great Truth ſo per- 
fectly, that ſhe even ſlept that Day as 
uſual, without ſo much as having the leaſt 
Deſire at her awaking to ſell the Houſe 
which ſhe inhabited. The Sale of that 
Nevertheleſs would have been more than 
ſufficient to deliver her from this Trou- 
ble. Oucha had commanded her to keep 
it ; that was ſufficient to engage her to 
bear ber Sufferings, bes 


At Break of Day, ſhe roſe with that 
Tranquility which they are ignorant of 
that have any thing to reproach them- 
ſelves with, and repaired again to ſearch 
the Apartment which her Father had in- 
habited. That Place recall'd to her Me- 
mory the Extent of what ſhe had Joſt, and 
all the Horrors 6f her preſent Situation : 
She ſhed ſome Tears ; but at length ſhe 


per- 
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perceived in a Back-Cloſet, an old 


| Strap of Leather faſtened to the Floor, 


which ſhe had never regarded be- 
fore : By a natural Motion of Curioſity, 


or by a kind of riſing Hope, which 


always reigns within us, ſhe drew this 
Strap towards her, and by that means 
pulled up a Board in the Floor, which 
diſcover'd to her a Trapdoor, beneath 
which ſhe perceiv'd a ſmall Cedar Cheſt, 
Who can deſcribe her Joy? Who can 
expreſs the Pains ſhe took to force it 
open ? At length however ſhe ſucceeded 
in opening it; but what an Affliction to 
the poor Zesbet, when fhe ſaw it enclos'd 
another of Ebony! New Labours, new 
Inquietudes, upon what ſhe ſhould find in 
this; twenty times ſhe was obliged. to 
fall down exhauſted with Fatigue, Weak- 
neſs, and want of Food; at length with 
much Pains and Labour ſhe opened it. 
This ſecond Cheſt enclos'd nothing but 


te looſe Laws of the holy Book which 


Oucha had with fo much Pains preſerved 
from the Fury of the impious Maelites. 
Any other but Zesbet, in the cruel Situa- 
tion to which ſhe was reduc'd, —_— 
| ave 
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have deſpair'd of her Fate, and ſet no 
Value upon thoſe precious Reliques which 
ſhe found cover'd with Muſk and Cin. 
namon. But Oucha having revered them, 
ſhe read them with Devotion, ſubinitting 
to the Orders of her Father, and aban- 
doning herſelf to the Care of Providence, 
At length ſhe diſcover'd in. a Corner of 
this Cheſt a Slip of Parchment, upon 
which ſhe perceiv'd ſeveral Lines writ 
in different Characters, almoſt all of 
them unknown to her; but it was eaſy 
for her to read thoſe which were at the 
Top of the Page, and which were, Take 
Courage, Zeſbet, hope in the holy Prophet, 
and remember the Councils of thy Father, 
This ſmall Conſolation was accompany'd 
by another, which was one Piece of Gold 
which ſhe found in the Bottom of the 
Cheſt ; ſhe took it, put every thing in 
the Grme Situation ſhe fourid them in, and 
went to procure the Proviſions and Ne- 
ceſſuries the ſtood in need of. But it was 
not Without giving the Half of her Piece 
of Gold to the Poor who addreſs'd 
themſelves to her, fo that ſhe was ſoon 


reduc'd to her former State of Misfor- 
| tune 
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tone and Perplexity, Still ſhe perſwaded 
| herſelf that ſhe had not ſearch'd thorougly 


in the Ebony Cheſt, and having no other 
Reſource, ſhe return'd to viſit that again; 


| ſhe read the Leaves of the Book, ſhe 


caſt her Eyes upon the Parchment which 
had ſpoke of her before, and ſhe was 
greatly aſtoniſh'd to find Characters there 


vhich ſhe had not at firſt perceived, and 


to read in them, What is given io G 
he reſtores a hundred fold. In effect, ſhe 
found a hundred Pieces of Gold, which 


enabled her to live for ſome time. In 


fine, the Cheſt never let her want, ſo that 
it was eaſy for her to aſſiſt the Poor, and 
to take again her old Slaves, who could 
not bear to live any longer abſent from 
her; for an Attachment inſpir'd by Virtue 
is inſurmountable, 


Zesbet lived thus in the continual Prac- 
tice of good Works and of Prayer, 
without any Imagination of finiſhing her 
Days other wiſe; yet having been ſtruck 
by diſcovering upon the Parchment Cha- 
racters which ſne had not perceived, at 


firſt ſne went often to examine it, and did 
ia 


— 
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ſo with the more ſcrupulous Attention, 


becauſe ſhe looked upon it as the only 
Regulation of her Conduct. 


 Zesbet had now lived near three Years 
in Mecca as if ſhe had been in the far- 
theſt Part of a Deſart, when one Day 
examining the Parchment, ſhe read in it 
diſtinctly, The Felicity of Zeſbet ap- 
proaches, ſhe muſt marry. Zesbet had ne- 
ver any Inclination for that State; but 
ſo punctual an Order, and which ſhe 
could attribute only to Oucbha, determin'd 
her, tho* unwilling, to take that Reſolu- 
tion, Yet how could ſhe act to ſucceed 
in it? The Affair was embarraſling, ſhe 
knew no Perſon, the World having 
entirely forgot her. To whom could ſhe 
addreſs herſelf? But what will not the 
Reſpect of a Father produce, when it is 
ſo ſtrongly imprinted in the Heart! She 
reſolved then to attend the King, who 
kept his Reſidence in Mecca; he was 
named Nophailab. That Prince, known 
by his Virtues, was of an eaſy Acceſs. 
She went out therefore one Morning co- 
ver'd with her Veil, and that ſhe might 
| | Oc 


* 
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| not appear an Impoſtar, ſhe took Care 
to carry with her the Parchment which 
ſhe deſign'd to obey, and upon which 
there {till remained four Lines, the read- 
ing of which was impoſlible. Zesbet pre- 
ſented herſelf before the King, who gave 
Audience himſelf before the Gates of his 
Palace, and ſaid to him---Sire, I beſeech 
you to procure me a Huſband, This 
Propoſal ſurpriſed the King, and made him 
ſmile, but he made her a Sign with great 
Affability to wait till the Concluſion of 
his Audience, When it was terminated, 
the King, who had great Judgment, but 
generally let his Viſiter ſpeak, that he 
might judge of his Ability, ordered him 
to make Zesbet approach, for ſhe till 
ſtood behind, and kept on her Veil. She 
obeyed z and Nophailab enquir'd for what 
Reaſon ſhe deſir'd to have a Huſband 
from his Hand. Sire, ſaid ſhe to him, I 
have no Relations left; a King ought to 
be the Father of his Subjects, it is there- 
fore to your Majeſty I ought to apply 
myſelf for a Huſband. This ſeems to be 
juſt, Viſier, ſaid the King? Yes, Sire, 
replied he, it is reaſonable 3 but permit 
me 
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me to aſk her ſome Queſtions, Zesbet 
fatisfied them with equal Judgment and 
Senſe; and when ſhe declared that ſhe 
was the Daughter of Oucha, the Viſier 
_ cried out---Oh! Branch of an unparalell'd 
Stock! Can you be the beauteous Zesbit ! 
J imagin'd you had followed your vir- 
tuous Father into the Kingdom of the 
Juſt; how is it poſſible that you have 
never been ſpoke of? Lebet, now more 
encourag'd than before,; ga ve them a Re- 
lation of her Adventures and ſhewed 
them the Parchment which gave her Or- 
ders to marry. The King examin'd it; 
the four laſt Lines were equally impoſſi- 
ble to be decypher*d by him or his Viſier. 
What ſhall we do, reſumed Nophailah, 
turning towads him? I believe, replied 
he, after having conſider'd a Moment, 
that theſe laſt Lines muſt be to be read by 
him whom Heaven deſtines to be her 
Huſband : Why ſhould they elſe be in 
a different Character? Thou thinkeſt 
juſtly, returned the King, for thou thinkeſt 
exactly as I do; but how ſhall we find 
the Perſon whom Heaven deſtines for 
her? In my Opinion, replied the Viſier, 
We 
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we muſt cauſe it to be proclaimed thro? 
the City, that you will give a young 
Woman, equally fair and virtuous, in 
Marriage to him who can read theſe 
Characters unknown to you. Zesbet 
© muſt come, continued he, every Morning 
to Audience, ſhe ſhall preſent the Cha- 
| raters to thoſe who demand to read 
them, and your Majeſty ſhall judge whe- 
ther they are juſtly read by the Senſe 
| that is given them, or by the Queſtions 
you may put to thoſe who preſent them 
| ſelves. This admits of ſome Difficulty, 
| reſumed Nophailab, but we have no other 
Method to take. Immediately he gave 
| his Orders, and the Proclamation was 
made; yet before Zesbet departed, the 
| King had another Reflection, - Viſier, ſaid 
he, would it not be proper to judge a lit- 
| tle ourſelves of her Beauty? We pro- 

claim her handſome, I believe thou haſt 
| ſeen her ſo; but how doſt thou know 
that ſhe is not chang'd ? Does not the 
moſt famous Poet of the antient Perſians 
tell us, The ſlighteſt Trifle can deſtroy the 
| Charms of Beauty.---I continually per- 
| Ceive your Majeſty's Prudence and your 


F Equity, 
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Equity, replied the Viſier, bowing him- 
ſelf profoundly. Zesbel, let the King 
judge of thy Charms, ſaid he to her; 
ſhe obeyed, and they found her ſo hops, 
tiful, that her Charms were the ſole 
Theme of their Diſcourſe long after they 
had diſmiſſed her. 


Zesbet had already preſented herſelf 
ſeveral Days at the Royal Audience in 
vain, when there appear'd a young Man 
extremely handſome and well made, who 
eaſily read the firſt Line of the four, 
which till then had remained unknown, 
and pronounced with a loud Voice, Ma- 
homet is the Friend of God, be is exalted 
above the Skies 3 but he own'd he could 
not underſtand the other three, This 
Confeſſion perſwaded. the King and the 
Viſier that what he had read was actually 
writ there; yet before he determin'd, the 
King was willing, to demand ſome Que- 
ſtions of him : He aſked him of what 
Country the Characters. were which he 
had read. Sire, replied he, they are of 
one of the moſt antient Languages which 


were "Tpke after the Building of the 
Tower 
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Tower of Babel; it is one of thoſe which 
the Sages make Uſe of, and which 1 
© ſhould have been ignorant of, if my Fa- 
ther, who was well vers d in the occult Sci- 
ences, had not taught it me. Very well, 
aid the King, but who is this Mahbomert 
whom thou haſt named? Sire, replied 
he, I believe that it is a Prophet whom 
| God is to ſend upon the Earth: There 
are alſo, as I have been told, ſome Books 
| compoſed by the Sages which mention 
him. Nophailab then aſked the Son of 
| the Sage what was his Name. Iam call'd 
Abdal Motallab, returned he, and I am 


of Mecca. It is enough, purſued the 
King: Abdal Motallab, I give Zesbet to 


thee; thou haſt read more than any of 


thoſe who have yet preſen:ed themſel ves; 
make Zesbet happy, and conduct her 
Home, ſaid he, as he quitted them. ; 


The new - married Pair returned to the 
Houſe of Zesbet: When they arrived 


there, ſhe gave him a faithful Account of 
all her Adventures; but all that ſhe re- 


laced to him in the greateſt Detail ſtruck 
7 "TM him 
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him leſs than the Name of Oucha; he 
was ſo celebrated among the Sages, that 
his Father had a thouſand times made his 
Elogy to him; his Deſires then were 
mixed with Veneration when he found 
her the Daughter of fo great a Man; 
but in looking upon this Parchment, writ 
with ſo much Art, that the Writing was 
only legible according to the different 
Events, he perceiv'd on the Back theſe 
cruel Words, The Husband of Zeſbet 
muſt not approach her till he has ſeen the 
Holy Prophet ; ſhe ſhall be faithful to him 
during an Abſence of one Year, 


Ah! deareſt Zesbet, cried Abdal Mo- 
tallab tenderly, Why have I ſeen thee ? I 
go to ſeek the Prophet, I know too well 
the. Importance of the Counſel of the 
Sages to expoſe myſelf longer with thee : 
At theſe Words he departed, and Zesbet 
remained in great Aſtoniſhment; yet ſtill 
reſign'd to the Will of God, and to the 
Orders of her Father. But at the Expi- 
ration of the Year, ſeeing that Abdal Mo- 


tallab was not returned, the went again 
to 
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to the King, who received her with the 


{me Goodneſs, and cauſed the ſame Pro- 
clamation to be publiſh*d. 


After ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts, a Doc- 
tor of the Law of the City of Medina, 


named Aboutaleb, read the Line which 
followed that of Abdal Motallab, and 
which ſaid, Mahomet is the Depoſitory of 
the Laws of God, be ſhall ſurround the 
Earth with his Word; but he could pro- 
ceed no farther, Zesbet was adjudg'd to 
him for the ſame Reaſons ; ſhe had the 
ſame Confidence in him, and ſpoke to 
him as ſhe had done to Abdal Motallab; 
and when he carefully examined the Com- 
mand for their Separation, he departed 
with the ſame Regret, Ar the End of 
the Year he did not appear, and Zes- 
bet was eſpouſed in the fame manner to 


Zaarab of Medina, Nephew to a Cadi 


of that City, who read the third Line, 


which was, Mahomet, he Preſerver of 
the true Believers, is a floating Iſland that 


offers a Port to all thoſe who are Ship- 
wreck*d. He alſo ſubmitted to the Order 
for his Departure; but being not more 
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exact than the others had been in appear- 
ing by the End of the Year, Zesbit mar- 
ried Temimdari, who read the fourth Line, 
which ſignified, Mahomet, the Meſſenger 
, God, will haſie to meet thoſe whoſe 
Hearts ſeek after him. The three firſt 
Huſbands of Zesbet were the Sons of 
Sages; this had only been adopted by 
one who was indeed the moſt learned of 
them; but he had not been initiated into 
their Myſteries: He had choſen the Pro- 
feſſion of Arms, and ſer ved in the Troops 
of Nopbailab: His Duty had carried 
him at a Diſtance from Mecca, his Coun— 
try, when the three firſt Huſbands had 
read the Characters, and he had not 
heard the leaſt Account of that Event. 
Zesbet, ſtiil ſubmiſſive to the Will of her 
Father, conducted him Home as fhe had 
done the others; but ſhe did not find him 
ſo docile as to the Separation. I am wil- 
ling to allow that thy Father was a Sage, 
ſaid he to her with Vivacity; J agree that 
Mahomet is to be the Day ſent from God; 
but how can that oblige me to be parted 
now from my Wife? Dread a juſt Pu- 


niſhment for this impious Diſcourſe, ſaid 
the 
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the amiable Zesbet with Kindneſs to him. 


But a Man prejudic'd, a Man animated 


by Deſire, can he give any Attention to 


the moſt ſenſible Reflections? Can it be 
ſo much as expected? Temimaari re- 
ſolved not to be ſo eaſily dup'd as his Pre- 
deceſſors, and feigning to be ſtruck with 
the Menaces of Zesbet, he ſaid ro her, 


My Wife! Iam terrified, ſpeak to me to 


reaſſure me. Without any Thought, ſhe 
ſaid to him in Raillery,--Genies carry him 
away. From that Time the never heard 
of him, However ſurpriſing this Event 
appear*d to her, as ſhe was ftrongly at- 
tach'd to her Duty, ſhe preſerved an equal 
Fidelity to him, and reſolyed to wait till 
the Year was revolved before ſhe deter- 
min'd in what manner ſhe ſhould act, for 


there were no more Lines to be read 


upon the Parchment. She paſſed this 
Year alſo in the Practice of all the Vir- 


tues; and the Day upon which the Year 


was expir'd, perceiving no new Writing, 
ſhe prepared herſelf to go and demand 
Advice of the King and his Viſier, for 


the Words of the Command were poſi- 


tive, She muſt marry. 
| F 4 She 
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She was in this pious Diſpoſition when 
the heard a loud Noiſe in her Houſe, and 
perceived with the greateſt Aſtoniſhment 
her four Huſbands, whoſe Youth and 
Beauty were not in the leaſt alter*d, hav- 
ing only the Appearance of being a little 
| fatigued, They happily had no kind of 
Weapons with them ; for finding each 
other in the Houſe of their Wife, Jea- 
louſy animated them with a Fury that no- 
thing could have calm'd; yet without 
Arms they were upon the Point of at- 
tacking each other, as much Sages as 
they were. So little Power has Wil- 
dom over a Heart guided by Paſſion! 
But Zesbet, ſpeaking to them with that 
Affability which the Practice of Virtue 
and Truth conſtantly inſpires, ſaid to 


them—Hearken to me, it is true that I 


have eſpouſed you all; you know the 
Commands which gave me to you, I 
concealed nothing from you, and no one 
can have been more faithful. 


After what I have ſuffer'd for thee, 
cried they all at once, to find thee mar- 
ried, 
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ried, not to one, but to three! 1s this to 
be ſupported ! 


You would have Reaſon, ſaid Zesbet to 
them again, if all that had happen'd was 
in the natural Courſe of Events; but 
have you ſeen any thing that may be com- 
par*d to our Adventure? I have follow'd 
the Commands of my Father, I cannot 
repent of it: I know, as you do, that I 
ſhould have done ill in any other Caſe; 
but have you heard of Mahbomet? Yes, 
replied they at once: Have you ſeen him, 
reſumed ſhe? Thou ſhalt judge, if thou 
wilt hear what happened to us, ſaid they 
with an equal Vivacity. Zesbet conſented 
to hearken to them, and decided in 
what Order they ſhould make their Re- 
citals; which they promiſed to ſubmit 
to, and gave each other a peaceable 
Audience. . 


Let us ſee, interrupted Hudjadge, turn- 
ing himſelf, how this will be unravelled. 
Sire, replied Moradbak, I am in fear leſt 
your Majeſty ſhould not be ſatisfied with 
it; the Hiſtory of theſe four Huſbands 
F 5 have 
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have a little Uniformity ; they are full of 
myſtical Events,. and yet they are what 
every pious Muſſulman ought to know. 
No matter, returned the King, ſuch. 
Things, tho” they are neceſſary and very 
fine, will procure Sleep as well, or better 
than any thing elſe: Tell on, thou knoweſt 
. L only want to fleep. But, Sire, purſued 
Moradbak, I with your Majeſty would 
have the Goodneſs to tell me when you 
have heard them, which of the Hiſtories IW 
of theſe four Huſbands has given you | 
the moſt Pleaſure ? I will eaſily tell thee 
that, anſwer'd Zudjadge ; judging is one 
of the Things I like beſt to do; thou 
may'ſt begin, I hearken to thee. 


Zesbet then placed herſelf in the midſt 
of her four Huſbands,. purſued Morad- 
zal; and the Lot having fallen upon 
Abadal Motallab, he ſpoke thus: 


O F 


AB DAL MO TAL LAB, 
the SAGE. 


FOnvinc'd of the Truth of all that 
Zesbet had ſaid to me, and per- 
ſwaded that a wiſe Man ought to be ab- 
ſolutely ſubmiſſive to the Orders of Pro- 
vidence, I departed. He who believes in 
| God ought never to look behind him, Yet 
I had no Country fixed upon for the 
Journey I was to undertake, But God 
being every where preſent, and Mahomet, 
who lives for ever, repoſing in the Bo- 
ſom of his Glory, all Ways appear'd 
equal to me; I thought only that God 
much ſeldomer manifeſted himſelf in Ci- 
ties, and that therefore J ought to avoid 
F 6 them. 


7 


108 ORIENTAL TALES. 
them and ſeek the Deſarts: I long wan- 
der*d through them with infinite Pains, 
and without being diſguſted by Labour, 
Fatigue, and want of Nouriſhment. At 
length, after ſome time, I met an Angel, 
whom ] ſaluted with Reverence; I aſk*d 
him News of Mabomet. He anſwer'd 
me, It is not yet Time to inform Man- 
kind of that; be it ſufficient for thee to 
have found Favour in the Sight of God, 
who has permitted thee to arrive ſo far 
as this Place, and prepare thyſelf to be- 
hold great Wonders: Go on thy Way. 
I was ftruck with his Attitude : He had 
one Arm extended towards the Eaſt, and 
the other to the Weſt. Before I follow'd 
his Counſel, I conjur'd him to inſtruct 
me who he was. This was what he an- 
ſwer'd to me,—I am calld Noukbail, 
Day and Night are truſted to my Care. 
I hold the Day, continued he, in the 
right Hand, and the Night in the Left; 
1 maintain the Equilibrium between them, 
and I am oblig'd to make uſe of all my 
Authority to preſerve it; for if either 
of them ſhould over-ballance the other, 
the Univerſe would either be conſumed 
by 
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by the Heat of the Sun, or periſh with 
Cold in the Horrors of Darkneſs. I re- 
mark'd, whilſt he made me this Recital, 
a Tablet before the Eyes of this Angel, 
upon which were engrav'd two Lines, the 
one white, the other black: I aſk'd him 
of what Uſe that coyld be, and he had 
again the Goodneſs to anſwer me, -I took 
continually upon this Tablet, and thoſe 
two Lines teach me how I am to augment 
or diminiſh the Day and the Night : 
They inſtruct me alſo of the different 
Variations that I ought to give to both. 
I returned my Thanks for his Inſtruc- 
tions, and quitted him. I had ſcarce 
loſt Sight of him, when I met another 
Angel, who ſtood with one Hand rais'd 
up towards the Heavens, and the other 
hanging down towards the Waters: 
He told me that he was named Sem- 
Fail. But why, faid I to him, are you in 
| this Attitude? I keep, replied he, the 
Winds in Awe with that Hand which 
you ſee in the Air; and, above all, I pre- 
vent the Wind Haidge from coming out 
of the Heavens; for if I gave it Liberty, 


it would reduce the Univerſe to Duſt : 
| With 
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With that Hand, which I lean towards 
the Water, I hinder the Sea from over. 
flowing; without this Precaution it would 
cover the Face of the whole Earth. As 
he finiſh'd theſe Words, he made a Sign 
to me to continue my Journey. By con- 
tinuing my March, I arrived at length at 
the Mountain of Kr, which ſurrounds 
the World, and which is compoſed 
wholly of one entire Piece of Emerald; 
there I met with an Angel, who enquir'd 
of me what I wanted. I anſwer'd him 
I ſeek the Prophet Mahome! ;.I have left 
my Country; I have ſearch'd through 
Lands and Seas without being able to 
find him; I know not where to ſeek him 
_ farther, and the Remembrance of Zesbet 
renders my Search uneaſy to me. The 
Angel anſwer'd me, Hope, and continue 
to have Faith. Condeſcend at leaſt to in- 
form me who you are,. reſumed I: He an- 
ſwer'd me with the fame Goodneſs that I 
had found in all thoſe whom I had met 
. before---T he high God has given me the 
Command of this important Mountain. 
Of what Uſe, ſaid I to him, is that flam- 
7. Sword. with. Which your Hand is 
arm'd? 
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arm'd? When God, ſaid he, is irrita- 
ted againſt a Nation, and reſolv'd to let 
it feel the Weight of his Vengeance, I. 
ſhake the Flames of this Sword, and im- 


| mediately Peſtilence or Famine ravage 


thoſe Countries: Often alſo I occaſion 
thoſe dreadful Earthquakes, the Cauſe of 


which thou. haſt been always ignorant of. 


But when God vouchſafes to recompence 


Mankind, then I lay down this dread- 


ed Weapon; Peace is ſeen to reign, and 
Abundance and Plenty to flouriſh; the 
Earth becomes fruitful, and prevents the 


Wiſhes of Mankind. Charm'd at hear- 


ing theſe Wonders, I had the Curioſity 
to'ask what was beyond the Mountain 


of Kif: There is, ſaid he to me, forty 


other Worlds entirely different from this; 
each has four Hundred Thouſand Cities ;. 
and each City four Hundred Thouſand 


Gates; the Inhabitants are exempt from 


all the Sufferings of Mankind ; the Day 
laſts for ever, and the Earth is of Gold; 
the Cities are inhabited wholly by Angels, 


Who inceſſantly ſing the Praiſes of God 
and of his Prophet Mahomet ; and the 


Extremities of thoſe Worlds are termina- 
ted 
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ted by great Curtains. The Affability 


of the Angel giving me more Courage 
to ſpeak to him, I defired to know | 
what there was behind thoſe Curtains, 

and he anſwer'd me, Thou enquireſt what 
thou canſt not comprehend, and we keep 
a profound Silence as to what we know; 
all that I can reveal to thee is, that the 
People of God are re-aſſembled in that 
Place, and that the Divine Power is more 
abundantly manifeſted there. I admired, 
with him, the Greatneſs of God, but be- 
fore I quitted him, I deſir'd him once 
more to tell me upon what the Mountain 
of Kif was placed. It is placed, replied 
he, between the Horns of a white Ox, 
named Kirnit ; his Head touches the Eaſt, 
and his Hind- Parts the Weſt ; the Dil- 
tance there is between his two Horns 
may be compar'd to a Journey that may 


be perform'd in the Courſe of an Hundred 


Thouſand Years. Still curious of inſtruct- 


ing myſelf, 1 ask'd him, for the laſt Queſ- 


tion, How many Earths and how many 
Seas there were, and where was the Situ- 
ation of Hell ? There are ſeven Earths, 


ſaid he to me, and as many Seas; and 
Hell 
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Hell is plac'd equally under them all, I 
quitted him after this Anſwer, and ar- 
rived at the Veil which terminates the 
World; I ſaw the Sky above the Veil, 
and the Water beneath it. I remark'd 
there was a Gate which was ſhut in the 
Middle of this Veil, and that the Lock 
was ſeal'd with a Signet: The two Angels 
who guarded it conſented to let me pals ; 
and walking upon the Sea I arriv'd in a 

Place which had no Reſemblance to any 
thing I ever met with in all my Voyages. 
The firſt Inhabitant that I met there was 
a young Man, beautiful as the Moon in 
its full. I ask*d him who he was. He 
anſwer*d me without ſtopping, He who 
comes after me will tell thee. After hav- 
ing walk'd a Day and a Night, I found 
the Perſon of whom he ſpoke : He was 
beautiful as the Moon in her ſecond Quar- 
ter. I made him the ſume Queſtion, and 
ſtill going on his Way he anſwer'd me 
in the ſameWords as the firſt, At length 
I met the third, who reſembled the Moon 
in its firſt Quarter: I conjur'd him to 
ſtop, he did ſo, and demanded what EI 
requir'd of him, I anſwer'd him, that 


the 
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the two who preceded him had ſent me to 
him to know who they were: This was 
what he told me: The firſt is named /. 


raphil, and commands Mankind ; the 
ſecond is called Mikail, and diſpoſcs of 


the Seaſons and the Fortunes of Men; 


and I am nam'd Gabriel, and am the Ser- 
vant of God moſt high: Believe me, 


continued he, and return back again, for 
thou can'ſt go no farther. I ſhall nut ee 
| Mabomet then, cried I with Sorrow, and 
I am for ever ſeparated from Zesbe!! 


Thou knoweſt not what thou haſt ſeen, 


replied he; the Ways of God are in- 


comprehenſible: Thou ſhalt find Conſo- 
lation upon Earth, added he. I begg'd 
him to indicate to me the Road I muſt 
follow, it I ſtill abandon'd myſelf to this 
Search: He pointed to it and left me. 


After having travell'd a prodigious while, 


I found myſelf in a Meadow of immenſe 
Extent; it was not only entirely cover'd 


with Crocus's and Anemonies, but wa- 
ter'd by a thouſand Rivulets, on the Bor- 


ders of which were an infinite Number 
of Lions who defended the Place: My 


Eyes immediately were fix'd upon an old 


Man, 
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Man, ſeated on a Throne, placed in the 
Middle of the Meadow : He made mea 
Sign to approach; the Lions, to whom J 
drew near, humbled themſelves before me 
and let me paſs. I preſented myſelf before 

the Throne; and the old Man receiv'd 
me graciouſly : He deſir'd to know my 
Adventures ; I related them, and he ſaid 
to me, Thou ſec'ſt the Glory that I'emjoy 
by the Bounty of the great God: I am 


Daniel the Prince; thou haſt been loaded 


w'th the Favours of the moſt High; con- 
tit ue to deſerve them, thou art not far 
trem the End; be not diſcourag'd. Bur, 
1ail I to im, Gracious Prince, who con- 
deſcends to take an Intereſt in me, how 
long have J been in this Journey? Time 
vaniſhes in the celeſtial Country that I 
have wander'd through, and I dread leſt 
Zesbet ſhould be no longer under an En- 
gagement to me. Thou haſt been four 
Years, wanting ſome Days, abſent from 
Mecca, replied the old Man. Four 
Years! cried I, with Sorrow : The Mea- 
lure of Time, reſum'd he with Good- 
nature, is not eaſily to be preſery*d when 
we are re occupy'd in Myſteries ; ; and the 

Sages, 


* 
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Sages, who ought to make the beſt Uſe 
of it, are ſatisfied when they employ it 
in acquiring Knowledge. Adieu, conti- 
nued he; hope, go on thy Way, and com- 
fort thyſelf by the great Things which 
are reſerved for thee. Theſe Words were 
neceſſary to my Heart, to enable me to 
ſupport the Fear of finding Zesbet un— 
faithful. Zesber! for whom J had ſtill pre- 
ſerv'd the moſt tender and the pureſt 
Love, and who did not merit the cruel 


Fate ſhe underwent, Full of theſe Ideas, 
J ſtill went on for ſeveral Days, when I 


perceiv'd a very large Bird perch*d upon 
a Tree; his Head was of Gold, his Eyes 
were of Saphire, his Beak of Pearls, his 
Body of Rubies, and his Feet of Topaz : 
There was upon the Top of this Tree a 
Table elegantly cover'd, and particularly 
with Fiſh. I approach'd it, and mo. nced 
the Tree with great Facility; I ſa— 
luted the Bird, and ſaid to him, You are 
the moſt beautiful Bird that I have ever 
ſeen: I afterwards demanded who he 
was; he anſwer'd me that he was one of 
the Birds of Paradiſe, whom God had 
lent upon Earth with this Table to keep 
Adam 
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Adam Company, and eat with him, when 
he was driven out of Paradiſe : Since his 
Death, continu*d he, I remain here, by 
the Command of God, to ſuccour the 
holy Travellers and the Predeſtinate, and 
I ſhall have my Habitation here till the 
Day of Judgment. But, ſaid I to him, 
Do the Meats which are upon that Ta- 
ble never ſuffer Corruption? How do 
you re- implace them when they are ſpoiPd 
or when they have been eat? Can what 
cos our of Paradiſe be ſubject to Decay, 
rep'y'd he ? I demanded his Permiſſion 
to place my ſelt at the Table, and having 
obtained it, I eat of the Meat, which 
appeared to be delicious Then I 
I enquir*d it he was always alone? He 
anſwer'd me, that Abouxlabas, one of the 
greateſt Prophets of God, came ſome- 
times to pay hima Viſit, He had hard- 
ly ceas'd ſpeaking, when in effect I ſaw 
the holy Prophet appear; he was cloth'd 
in white, his Beard was of immenſe 
Length and great Beauty, and the fineſt 
Turf grew under his Steps as he moved. 
He approach'd us, and deſir'd to know 
from me how I arrived in that Place. By 

my 


118 ORIENTAL TALES. 
my Relation he found how ſtrongly the 
Deſire I had of being again at Mecca with 


my deareſt Zesbet, was ballanc'd in my 
Heart by theWiſh of ſeeing the holy Pro- 


Phet. I was diſtracted when he inform'd 
me that I had a Journey of one Hundred 


and Fifty Years to make, before I could 
reach this Place again; however, he of- 
fered to conduct me. I cannot return, 


ſaid I to him, without having ſeen the 


Prophet. Well, continued he, I will 
examine what I can do for thy Service: 
In effect, after having read for ſome time 
in a ſmall Book which he drew out from 
his Boſom, he ſaid to me, O Son of Pre- 
deſtination, thou art to return to Mecca, 
I can conduct thee there in one Hundred 
and Fifty Months; and I, reply'd the 
Bird, will make thee perform the Jour- 
ney in one Hundred and Fifty Days. 


The Prophet return'd, and I engage my- 
ſelf to make thee arrive there in leſs than 


ſix Days. The Bird, who was reſolv'd 
not to ſubmit, ſaid, that he would con- 
vey me there in one Hour, I accepted 
his Propoſition. He charged the Prophet 


Abouxlabas in his Abſence to do the Ho- 
nours 
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| nours of his Table, and order'd me to 
cover my Eyes, But I was ſcarce mount- 
ed on his Back, when he told me to take 
| off the Bandage he had commanded me 
to put on; and with the extremeſt Sur- 
prize I found myſelf in this Court, My 
| Toy was not of long Duration, con- 
tinu'd he, when I perceived theſe Men, 
who pretend to have ihe ſame Right over 
Zesvet that Heaven has granted to me. 
Inform us now of your Adventures, ſaid 
Zesbet, turning herſelf to Jaarab, and he 
began in theſe Terms. 


7 1 
«a. £ 5 
— 1 2222 


— — — . ———— 


120 ORIENTAL TALES, 


5 
H 18 3 * 


OF 
74 RA the Jop Gk. 


| ab Deſpair at being obliged to quit 
the fair Zesbet, and thinking only how 
might find means to meet with Mabo- 
met, I departed from the beautiful Roſe 


of Paradiſe. Uncertain as I was of what 


Route I ſhould take, I confided in the 
Wiſdom of the celebrated Oucha, who 
would never have commanded me a 
Thing that was impoſſible; and I ſaid to 
myſeif, he is to be ſeen, ſince Oucha has 
impoſed that Condition upon the Marri- 
age of his Daughter. I was not long 
before I met with Deſart: The Heat, 
the Fatigue, and Want of Nouriſhment, 
made me ſuffer excremely. Yet, notwith- 
ſanding, one Day I fell aſleep, and ſlept 
til! the Riſing of the Sun, and when I 

aroſe, 
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aroſe, continued my March with a re- 
new*d Hope. I had not gone many Steps, 
when I perceiv'd an Animal compoſed 
of all the different Species of Quadru- 
pedes, who approach'd me, ſaying to 
me, Man of Medina, thou art welcome; 
God hath commanded me to meet thee 
here and ſhew thee thy Way. He dif- 
faſed an Odour of Muſk and Amber; 
I teſtified a Gratitude mix'd with Aſto- 
niſhment. Thou deſireſt to know who I 
am, ſaid he to me; I confeſled my Curio- 
ſity. I am called Abetul, ſaid he, and I am 
to remain here till the Day of Judgment; 
the high God has created me to comfort 
thoſe who have loſt their Way ; I have 
no other Occupation, As he finiſh'd 
theſe Words, he told me the Way I was 
to take, and then quitted me, 


I travelled four Days and four Nights 
without any Nouriſhment, but, that of 
ſome Roots which I found with much 
Difficulty. At length I peiceiv'd the 
Retreat of a folitary Hermit, built upon 
the Summit. of a Rock, which com- 
manded the Sea; I redoubled my Steps 

__ to 
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to arrive there. When-I was at the Door 
I demanded Aſſiſtance, and ſaw a vene- 
rable old Man appear. He aſked me 
who I was, from whence I came, and 
what I did in that deſart Place, where he 
had never ſeen any Perſon come by 
Land. I related to him the Motive and 
the Reaſon of my Journey; and per- 
ceiving, by my Relation, the Deſire I 
had to ſee the holy Prophet, he ſaid to 
me, God grant that thou may'ſt ſucceed: 
Threeſcore Years of Prayer and Solitude 
have not yet obtained me the ſame Fa- 
vour; however, any thing in my Power 
is at thy Diſpoſal, I aſked him how he 
could find Subſiſtence in that Deſart. 
This Queſtion, replied he, makes me ima- 
gine thou haſt need of eating; deſcend 
into this Vailey, purſued he, thou wilt 
find there ſufficient to ſatisfy thy Neceſ- 
ſities, and afterwards thou may'ſt return 
to me. I went down to the Place that he 
had indicated to me, and found there a 
Garden full of all the beſt choſen Fruits; 

it was divided by ſeveral Rivulets of clear 
running Water; I eat of theſe Fruits, 1 


drank of the Water, and I returned to 
find 
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find the old Man, to whom I teſtified 
my Gratitude: I aſk'd him how he could 
ſind all other Neceſſaries in this Deſart; 
he anſwer'd me, That the Ships which 
ſometimes paſſed within Sight of the 
Coaſts, furniſh'd him abundantly with all 
Things that were neceſſary. We per- 
celv'd at that very Inſtant a Veſſel, to 
which the Solitary made a Signal. Im- 
mediately the Veſſel caſt Anchor, and 
the Sloop came aſhore, to enquire of the 
old Man what Orders he had for them. 
I defire you would embark this young 
Man, faid he, ſhewing me to them; 
have great Regard to him, continued he, 
for he is favour'd of God. We ſhall al- 
ways perform what you command us, re- 
ply'd they. We then bid adieu to the 
Solitary and embark*d. That very Night 
a dreadful Tempeſt ſunk the Ship, and I 
was the only Perſon who eſcap'd Death, 
by the Help of a Plank upon which I 
had feiz'd. I ſtruggled againſt the Waves 
for ſeven Days, and on the eighth I was fo 
happy as to reach an Iſland, As I walk'd 
upon the Shore, I ſaw an Animal riſe out 
of the midſt of the Waves, who gave 

(7 2 a 
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a Cry, with which I was ſo much terri. 
ficd; that I climb'd up the thickeſt Tree 
I could find to conceal myſelf. Three 
times in the Night I heard a Voice as 
loud as Thunder, which pronounc'd in 
Arabic the Praiſes of .God, and thoſe of 
his Prophet. The Day -appear'd, and I 
ſaw a monſtrous Serpent who came to 
the Foot of the Tree where I was; he 
raiſed his Head, ſaluted me, and de- 
manded whom I ador'd. I adore. the 
moſt high God, faid I to him. He ap- 
pear'd to be ſoften'd at this Anſwer ; 
therefore, deſirous to ſatisfy my Curioſity, 
I had Courage enough to aſk what 
Voices they were which I had heard in 
the Night. Thou heard'ſt, ſaid he to me, 
the Princes of the Sea, who riſe out of 
it thus every Night, and proclaim the 
Praiſes of God. It is happy for thee, 
added he, that thou art one of the Faith- 
ful; had'ſt thou not, 1 ſhould have de- 
ſtroyed thee. As he finiſh'd theſe Words 
he ſprung into the Sea and diſappcar'd. 
I came down from the Tree which had 
ſerv'd me as an Aſylum; I gather'd 


*tome Fruits, and travell'd on till it was 
Night. 


424 \ 
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Night. I perceiv'd at a Diſtance from 
me a Light, which I reſolv'd to ap- 
proach; but as I went towards it, it re- 

treated from me. At length after infinite 
Labour I arrived at it, and diſtin- 
guiſh'd a Palace ſo exceſſively dazzling, 
that my Eyes could not bear the Luſtre 
of it; however, by uling my utmoſt 
Eforts, I was almoſt ready to enter into 
itz at that Moment I perceiv'd a Dragon 
which hiſs'd and endeavour'd to leap 
upon me. I had no other Reſource but 
that of ſpeedily pronouncing the Name. 
of God. Immediately there came a 
Voice out of this magnificent Palace, 
which ſaid to me, O Man of Medina, 
Learn that this Palace is the Paradiſe de- 
ſtin'd for the Faithful; we praiſe God 
continually, and have been here ſince the 
Days of the Prophet Noah. Deſer ve by 
thy good Works one Day a Habitation 
amongſt us, and enjoy the Happineſs 
of having ſeen the Gate of Paradiſe. 
I went away, tho' with Regret, from fo 
beautiful a Place, and where I might 
perhaps have ſeen Mabomet; and I 
walked four Days, and as many Nights, 
21 without 
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without meeting any thing. The fifth 
Day I perceived a young Man, who 
came up to me with Aſfability, and de. 
manded who I was. Whilſt I related my 
Hiſtory to him, he preſented me with 
Meats, and engaged me to ſtay three 
Days and three Nights with him. I con- 
ſented to it, for his Company was to me 
as the Sweets of Honey, The fourth 
Day he ſaid to me, If I ſhould let thee 
icethy own Country again, what would! 
thou do for me? There is nothing I am 
hot Capable of doing to, ſee once more 
the fair Zz5bet, replied ]; but firſt I re- 
olve to find the great Prophet. We 
ſnall fee, faid he, interrupting me, if J 
cannot make tl. ee forget that Project; in 
tie mean time have confidence in me. 
Immediately he ſhook himſelf, and was 
transform'd into an Eagle. Take faſt 
hold of my Feet, ſaid he to me | 
obey'd him. He open'd his Wings and 
flew : He croſs'd through conſiderable 
Spaces of Kir, and ſet me down upon a 
Mountain. We muſt repoſe ourſelves 
a little, ſaid he ſhaking himſelf again, 


and reſuming his former Figure; after- 
wards 
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wards he deſir'd me to wait for him a 
few Moments. His Abſence gave me 
Time for Reflection. I had not ſeen him 
pray to God during the Stay I had made 
with him: His Transformation, and the 


manner in which he ſpoke, became ſuſ- 


picious to me; and to reaſſure myſelf, I 
recollected a Prayer which I had for- 
merly learnt from the Sage who educated 
me, and which would prevent the evil“ 
Deſigns of the unbelieving Genies. When 
the young Man returned to me, I imme- 
diately pronounced it. He had no ſooner 
heard it, than he gave a dreadful Shrick 
and diſappear'd. I returned my Thanks 
to God tor having avoided thoſe Misfor- 


tunes which neceſſarily attend the Com- 


pany of the Wicked, 


I continu'd my Journey, and was not 


long before I perceiv'd a Cavern, which 


grew more beautiful as I approach'd it, 


and at length appear*d to be a large Caſtle 


adorn*d- with Gold and Precious Stones. 
Curioſity engag'd me to ſce its Apart- 
ment; every thing ſeemed to breathe 
Pleaſure and Voluptuouſneſs, All that J 

* met, 
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met, Slaves and Maſters, addreſs'd me 
agreeably, every thing I ſaw delighted 
me; at length I perceived in the midſt 
of a great Saloon a Sopha, upon which 
was ſeated a beautiful Woman; ſhe was 
ſurrounded by a hundred She-Slaves, who 
in any other Place would have carricd 
the Prize of Beauty, but who appear'd 
no more in the Preſence of their Miſ— 
treſs, than the Stars before the Moon when 
ſhe is in her Full. Struck with her Beau 
ty, I ſtopp'd; ſhe made me a Sign to 
approach, which I did with profound 
Reſpect ; ſhe order'd me to ſit down by 
her; ſhe made a Sign to her Slaves to 
take their Inſtruments, and at that Mo- 
ment J heard a Concert upon the Modes 
of Ochac and Ozzul, deſtin'd for paſ- 
ſionate Muſick, which charm'd my Soul: 
Immediately ſhe preſented to me a Cup 


ſill'd with exquiſite Wine. In fine, Iwas Ii 


giving myſelf inſenſibly up to Pleaſure, 
when I remember*d Zesbet and all that I 
had done for her, Penetrated with the 
Favours that I had receiv'd from the Al- 
mighty, I could not prevent myſelf from 
returning Thanks for his Goodnels. The 

beautiful 
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beautiful Woman having ſur priz'd me in 
this Action, ſhe ſaid to me, Thou wilt 

never be happy upon Earth, and thou arc 
not form'd to reſide amongſt us, therefore 
] adviſe thee not to make a longer Stay 
here: But however, continued. ſhe, if 
thou would'ſt oblige me, give me an ex- 
act Recital of what has happen'd to thee. 


J conſented, and I perceiv'd that ſeveral 


Places of my Relation had moved her, 
1 wiſh'd to make Ule of it, in order to 
bring her back to the Worſhip of the 
true God. She acknowledg'd the Truth 


of all I ſaid to her, but ſhe. could not 


diſergage herſelf from Pleaſure; I beg- 
ged her in her Turn to let me know 
ſomething of her Hiſtory; and this was 
what ſhe had. the Complailance to tell 


INC. f 


] am the Daughter of a great King of 
the Indies; about a Year ſince I was ſtolen 
away from his Court, and conducted 
hither by a Genie, who, by all Appear- 


ance, is the ſame who was transform'd 


into an Eagle, and whom thou, by thy 


Prayer, forc'd to take his Flight. This 
. G 5 Genie 
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Genie had uſually carried off all the Wo- 
men who were to his Taſte, and brought 
them hither. I was at firſt afflicted to 
find myſelf here, but he loved me more 
than all thoſe whom he had reaſſembled 
for his Pleaſures, and declar*d me their 
Sovereign: My Vanity was flatter'd with 
this Triumph of my Charms. He is 
young, amiable and aſſiduous; I ſoonre- 
turn'd his Love, and eaſily ſatisfied my- 
ſelf, or rather ſtupify'd myſelf, upon the 
Courle of Life I lead, ſo very oppoſite 
to the Impreſſions that had been given 
me in my Infancy. Yet an inward Emo- 
tion often reproach'd me with all that 
paſs'd: But who can quit Pleaſure! Who 
can renounce Love! What would be- 
come of me if I ſhould follow thy Ad- 
vice! What ſhould ſupply the Place of 
Pleaſure! Believe me, and leave us, thou 
canſt only give me Remorſe: Yet to 
acknowledge thy Zeal and the Confi— 
dence thou haſt teſtified in me, I will be 
ſerviceable to thee, All that I can do is 
to make thee return ſooner into thy Coun- 
try; I dread leſt the Genie ſhould find 
thee here, and reſolve to revenge himſelf 
upon 
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upon thee. H hoſo truſts in God, reply'd I, 
knows no Fear; yet how great would be 
my Obligation to you, if you could pro- 
cure me the Sight of the Prophet, that is 
the only Means by which I can poſſeſs 
| Zeszbet, Give thyſelf up to thy Fate, ſaid 

| ſhe to me, I can do nothing more to 
ſerve thee 3 and ſince thou haſt no other 
Means, it is to be believ'd, alter all that has 
happen'd to thee, that that will follow, 
I thank*d her for her Goodnels, and ſub- 
mitted to her Reaſons. When thou art 
arrived, reſumed ſhe, at the Place to 
which thou art now to be carried, thou 
ſhalt give this Ring, ſaid ſhe, (giving me 
her's) to the Dragon who is to conduct 
thee in my Chariot; he is a Genie whom 
I ſhall immediately charge with this Com- 
miſſion. I ſhall know by this Means that he 
hath conducted thee in Safety. I thank'd 
her a thouſand times; and that beautcous 
Woman having order'd the Dragon to be 
call'd, who was a ſubordinate Genie, ſhe 
oave him very punctual Orders for my 
Satisfaction, telling him however, that 
ſhe left them to his own Judgment. I 
mounted this Morning into the Chariot, 


G 6 and 


132 ORIENTAL TALES. 

and the Dragon took its Flight with ſuch 
Rapidity, that without being able to di- 
ſtinguiſh any Object, I found myſelf in a 
State of Stupidity in this Court : I did 
not even feel that the Dragon took from 
me the Ring of that beauteous Woman; 
yet I have it not now upon my Finger, 
But the more eagerly I feel the Happi- 
neſs of ſeeing Zesbet again, the more I 
am ſenſible of the Horror of the Situa- 
tion I am in, by finding her Heart di- 
vided, and her Faith given to my Preju- 
dice. Os 


It is you, Temimdari, whom the Lot 
has now ordain'd to ſpeak, ſaid Zesbet to 


him, when ſhe ſaw that Taarav ceaſed 


ſpeaking; and Temimdari begun thus : 


I 
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TEU T 0 AR 4 
the Soldier. 


"* I S now __y two Years, beau- 
tiful Zesbet, fiance I was eſpous'd to 
you. You mult be perſwaded, that at that 
Moment I had no Thought of travelling, 
and you may remember, that by a Cuſ- 
tom which is but two common amongſt 
thoſe of my Profeſſion, I acted the cou- 
rageous Part out of Vanity, by ſeeming 
to rebel againſt theProphectes of the Sage 
Oucha, without any Concern for the com- 
ing of the Great Prophet, who is praiſed 
for evermore, and celebrated through all 


the Heavens. But the Principles of Edu- | 
cation 4 
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cation are never abſolutely rooted out of 
our Hearts. I ſtrove againſt mylelt ; 
an inward irreſiſtable Voice condemu'd 
me. 


J went for a Moment into this. very 
Court ; the violent Hail, the Storm, the 
Lightning, and the Thunder amaz'd me, 
and ſtruck me, I confeſs it, with a Dread 
of God, and made me reproach myſelf 
for what I had ſaid, It was then with Pain 
and great Conſtraint, that I could affect 
a bold unconcern'd Air, and ſay to thee, 
Zesbet, ſpeak to me to reaſſure me, 1 
was farpriz'd to hear thee ſay, Genies car- 
ry him away. Theſe Words were no 
ſooner finiſh*d, than I ſaw the Wal! fall 
from its Foundations; it diſcover'd to 
me a great Flame, in the midſt of which 
there appeared a Man, whoſe Face was 
black, and his Eyes red and inflamed. 
He was as high as the ſtatelieſt Tower, 
and attended by ſeveral leſſer Genies. 
This Monſter ſeiz'd upon me, and car- 
ried me into an Iſland inhabited by unbe- 
lieving Genies, who had no Truſt in the 
Unity of God, I made no long Reſi- 

dence 
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dence with them, for there arrived an 
Army of faithful Genies who attack'd 
them. He who had ſeiz'd upon me was 
kill'd in the Battle, and the Conquerors 
carried me off amongſt thoſe who were 
made Slaves. It was then that, loaded 
with Chains, and obliged to live with 
ſuch malevolent Genies, I a thouſand 
times regretted the Counſels of the Sage 
who had adopted me, and ſtill more thole 
of the beauteous Zesbet, which I had made 
ſo ill an Uſe of. I ſupported with ſome 
Courage the Year in which Zesbet was to 
be faithful to me 3 but when I ſaw that 
revolv'd, Deipair ſeiz*d upon my Heart, 
and I every Day wiſh'd to ſee the End of 
lo miſcrable a Life. At length, after eigh- 
teen Moons paſs'd in this terrible Reſi- 
dence, the King of the Genies, whoſe 
Slaves we were, reſolved to take a Re- 
view of his Priſoners. As ſoon as he 
perceived me, he ſaid to me, Thou art a 
Man, what doeſt thou amongſt theſe In- 
fidels? I related to him in what Man- 
ner I had been ſeiz'd, and how they 
had made me a Slave, But Zesbet being 
always preſent to my Mind, and wiſhing 

; however 
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however to make my Misfortunes of Uſe 
in regard to her, I ask'd him News of 
Aabomet | ; this is what he anſwer'd me. 
It is very difficult to fee him; I myſelf 
have never ſeen him, added he, he reſts in 
the Boſom of God: We follow that Law 
which he is to preach; this is all that! 
can inform thee. I am the moſt unfor- 
tunate of Men, cry'd I, with an Ac- 
cent that ſeem'd to move him ! If I do 
not ſee the Prophet, I muſt renounce the 
moſt perfect of Women. From whence 
art thou, ſaid he tome? My Lord, I 
am of Mecca, reply'd I, Knoweſt thou, 
that thy Country is diſtant from hence a 
Journey of ſeventy Years? At this News 
I fainted away, When I had recover'd 
my Spirits, the Tears burſt from my 
Eyes in ſuch Abundance, that the King 
ſaid to me, Be not thus afflicted, take 
Courage Temimdari, I will have thee con- 
ducted this Night to a Sage, who may in- 
ſtruct thee better than I can in the Re- 
| ſolution thou ought'ſt to take, He then 
took me by the Hand, and conducted me 
into a Garden which was before the Pri- 


ſon of the principal Genies whom he had 
made 
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made Slaves: The Goaler open'd the 
Gate of it upon the Order he receiv'd, 
and made one of thoſe come out whom 
the King had appointed, He brought 
him before him. He was dreadful to 
behold : His Countenance was as black 
as Pitch, and his hoarſe Voice reſembled 
the Thunder: He proſtrated himſelf be- 
fore the King, who ſaid to him, I pro- 
miſe thee thy Liberty, if thou conveyeſt 
this Man to the Sage Touloutia. How 
much Time doſt thou demand to carry 
him to the Place of his Retreat ? The Ge- 
nie anſwer'd, I am acquainted with. it, 
1 have often been there with a Deſign of 
tempting him: I engage myſelf, pur- 
ſu'd he, to conduct him there in three 
Hours. This Anſwer gave me great 
Pleaſure. Then the King looking gra- 
ciouſly upon me, ſaid to me, Temimdari, 
I ſhould have wiſh'd to have kept thee 
with me; but thy Regret and Sorrow is 
Juſt: Go, ſearch the Means of finding 
her again whom thou haſt ſo great a De- 
fire to ſee; there remains only for me to 
recommend to thee to be carcful of thy- 
ſelf, This Genie is an Infidel z I will 
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teach thee a Prayer which will ſubject 
him to thee, and oblige him to conduct 
thee without any Danger, But remember 
that if thou art one Moment without re- 


peating it, he will let thee fall, and take 


his Flight. I eaſily learn'd the Prayer, 
it not being long, The King once more 
recommended me to the Genie. He took 
me upon his Neck, and roſe up into the 
Air. He paſs'd over Seas, Mountains, 
8 Plains, and I ſtill repeated my Pray- 

At length he ſoar'd ſo high, that the 
World appeared to me no bigger than an 
Apple; but then the Stars were as large 
in my Sight as ſoa many Mountains. The 
Genie would more than once have caſt 
me down, but the Virtue of my Prayer 
ſtill preſerv'd me from his evil Intentions, 
In the mean time the Situation I was in 
fatigu'd and weaken'd me conſidera- 
bly, when I ſaw in the Air ſo innumera- 
ble a Quantity of Angels, that God 
alone can tell the Number of them. They 
all bore a flaming Spear in their Hands, 
and ſung the Praiſes of God. The Sight 
of them gave me ſo great a Pleaſure, that 


ceaſing to repeat my Prayer, I began to 
{ing 
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ſing with them the Praiſes of God. The 
Genie perceiving that I no longer pro- 
nounc'd the Words which conftrain*d his 
wicked Inclinations, ſhook me of, and 
took his Flight, I fell rolling over and 
over, ſometimes my Head and ſome- 
times my Feet foremoſt, for ſeven Days; 
at the End of which God rais'd up a 
Wind which ſupported me, and let me 
gently down upon the Sea Shore. It was 


Night: I endeavour'd to walk, but ! felt 


myſelf ſo ſtunn'd, that laying down upon 
the Earth, I ſept till the Riſing of the 


Sun: At my awaking I found myſelf in 


good Health; and when I had return'd 
Thanks to God, I follow'd the Shore, 
where I perceiv'd a Camel which ap- 
proach'd me, ſaying to me, Man of Mec- 


ca, thou art welcome. I ſaluted him with 


Afﬀoniſhment, But J was ſtill more ſur- 
prized, when he added, God has order'd 
me to come hither to take thee acroſs 
the Sea : Prepare thyſelf to ſee amazing 
Things. Ah! beautiful Camel, cry'd J, 
ſhew me Mabomet, and give me a Me- 
thod of ſeeing my dear Zesbet again. I 
enter not into the Deſigns of God, re- 
piy'd 
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ply'd the Camel with Humility, . be ſub. 
miſſive as I am to his Will. Theſe 
Words engag'd me to look. upon him 
with great Attention; his Belly. was red 
and black, and his Eyes. of the moſt 


pleaſing yellow, He diffuſed an admira- 


ble Odour ; I cou'd not forbear teſtify- 
ing the Aſtoniſnment that the Sight of 


him gave me; he appear'd very little 


ſenſible to my Praiſes, and plac'd me up- 
on his Back. When he had carried me 
acroſs the Sea, which was with incredible 
Rapidity, he bid me adiev, and left me. 


I travell'd during four Days and four 
Nights, without any Nourifhment, but 
that of the Shell-Fiſh, which the Sea fur- 
niſt*d me with in a very ſmall Quantity. 
At length, after ſome time, I arrived at 
a Cavern, which had threefcore and ten 
Gates; 1 puſh'd gently at one, and ſaw 
that the Space which they encloſed was of 
prodigious Extent ; that it was fill'd with 
an infinite Number of Genies of different 
Figures, . and who were all chain'd and 


fetter'd in the ſtrongeſt Irons, It is to be 


ſuppoſed, that but for that Precaution, 
they 
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ces, for they blaſphem'd continually, and 
loaded each other with Injuries, I ap- 
proach'd an old Genie, whole Counte- 
nance appear*d to be moſt audacious ; he 
was laid upon his Side, and had bur one 
Eye, but that Eye ſhot Fire. He ask'd 
me from whence I came, and of what 
Country I was, When he learn'd that 
Mecca was my Country, he ask'd, if Ma- 
homet had appear'd : I told him I was 1g- 
norant of it. Thou lyeſt, faid he to me; 
however he made me draw near him, and 


demanded if th: World was ſtill vicious. 


I afſur'd him that it was more than ever 


ſully'd with Crimes. Immediately he 


made an Effort to riſe, ſaying, This 
being ſo, my Time is near. But at that 
Inſtant I ſaw an Angel appear, who held 
a Club of Fire, with which he ftruck him 
ſeveral Blows upon the Head, pronoun- 
cing theſe Words, Oh! Accurſed ! Thy 
Hour is not yet come. I have yet long to 


make thee ſuffer. Task'd the Angel, with 


great Humility, who this Man was, and 
in what Place I was. He anſwer'd me, 
This Man is the Antichriſt, and thou art 

8 at 


they would have torn each other to Pie- 
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at the Entrance of Hell. Mabomet 


whom I ſeek cannot be here, ſaid I, going 
out: Where may I find him? enquir'd I, 
God is great, replied he to me, be not 


diſcourag'd, continue thy Journey, 1 


followed his Advice, and arriv'd in a De. 
ſart, which appeared ſo barren, that I 
could not refrain from Tears, Yet ſtill 
marching on, I perceived a Caſtle Four- 


Square, which, from each Front, gave a 


great Light. The Hopes of finding it in- 
habited, gave me freſh Strength, and as 


J approack'd it, I difcover'd that the 


Stones of which it was compoſed were 


Gold and Silver laid alternatively. Af. 
ter wards I ſaw that theſe Words were in- 
ſcrib'd upon the Gate, There is but one 


God, Mabhbomet is his great Friend, Adam 


ts the pure and ſincere Creature of God. 
- Theſe Words inſpir'd me with much 
Confidence, and I enter'd without Hcſi- 


tation into this Caſtle, where I {melt a di- 
vine Odour of Perfumes quite unknown 
to me. Iperceiv*'d afterwards a great Num- 
ber of Sophas cover'd with the richeſt Car- 


pets wrought with Silver and Gold ; I 


lifted up a Curtain of equal Magnificence 
againſt 
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againſt which theſe Sopha's were plac'd, 
and ſaw a very great Number of beau- 
tifal young Men, who had unſheath'd 
Sabres hanging at their Sides: Some of 
them were ſtanding, others ſeated; but 
the Blood ran abundantly from the 
Wounds with which they were pierc'd. I 
found {till farther another Curtain, which 
I alſo lifted up, and perceiv'd a River 
flowing whole Water was ſweeter than 
Honey, cooler than Ice, and whiter than 
Milk. There were upon the Banks of this 
River ſeveral Tables elegantly cover'd 
which I made Ule of. I had no Deſire to 
leave a Place ſo full of Delight; but a 
large green Lion, who had the Praiſes of 
God and of Mahomet writ upon his Sides, 
preparing to leap upon me, the Fear he 
gave me made me take my Flight, and 
go out of this charming Caſtle. 


After having gone ſome Steps, I per- 
ceived a young Man praying to God, 
whoſe Habit was wholly green; he had 
before him a large Roll of Parchment of 
the ſame Colour. Out of reſpect I durſt 
not look upon what was was writ in it: I 

: approach'd 
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approach'd him, and aſk*d the Name of 
the Caſtle from which I came: This. was 
his Anſwer :--- Mabomet, in Acknowledg- 
ment of the Pains thou haſt taken to 
ſeek him, has obtain'd of God the Pcr- 
miſſion of letting thee behold an Image 


of that Paradiſe, which he deſtines for 


thoſe who ſhall periſh for defending and 
ſupporting his Faith: Return Thanks to 


God, faid he to me, for having obtain'd 


ſo great a Favour : I obey'd. Take this 
Pomegranate, added he afterwards, and 
eat it. I took it, and never taſted ſo 
agreeable a Fruit, We were by a Foun- 
rain, which ſerv'd to quench my Thirſt, 
and the Water of it appeai*d delicious. 
He deſir'd to know my Hiſtory, I re- 
lated it to him; and when he had in- 
formed me that he was Enoch, whom God 
had tranflated, I redoubled my Reſpect 
and my Admiration; but I could not 
forbear teſtifying to him the Deſire I had 


to lee Ma bomet. All that I have ſuffer'd, 


ſaid I, in order to ſatisfy that- Deſire, far 
from extinguiſhing it within me, ſeems to 
have increaſed it? Take Courage, thou 
8 25 protected by God, ſaid he to me, 

thou 
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thou ſhalt ſoon be where thou deſireſt to 
arrive; and thou ſhalt again ſee her whom 
thy Heart deſires; God is found, and 
his Goodneſs is felt when it is leaſt ex- 
pected. Whilſt he fpoke to me, I ſaw a 

black Cloud appear above our Heads ; 
it was held up by Angels. The young 
Man lift up his Eyes, ſaluted the Angels, 
and enquir'd into what Country they 
were going: They told him they were 
ſent to ravage the Countries of the Ido- 
lators: Euoch ſaid to them, Follow the 
Orders of God, and continue your Jour- 
ney. This Cloud was follow'd by an- 
other of extreme Whiteneſs; he again 
ſaluted the Angels who ſupported it, and 
made them the ſame Queſtion. The An- 
gels anſwer'd him, We are going to di- 
{tribute Money in that Country where 
the great Friend. of God 1s to be born, 
then ſhewing me to them, Look upon 
this young Man, ſaid he to them, and 
carry him where he is to be; your Intel- 
ligences are ſubtile enough to know what 
is ſuitable for him, and what you are to 
do with him. At the ſame Moment the 
Angels let down the Clgud to take me; 

„„ H I. 
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I return'd repeated Thanks to the Pro- | 
phet Enoch, and the Cloud brought me 
into the Court of this Houſe in an In- 


ſtant: My Impatience to ſee it again, 
and all that I have ſuffer*d, does not de- 


ſerve what I have found here. 


It is now your Turn, Aboutaleb, ſaid 
Zesbet to him, to relate to us what you 
have ſeen. Immediately he began in 
theſe Terms; 
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the Door of the Law. 


QTruck with what the beauriful Zubet 

inform'd me of, and curious to in- 
ſtruct myſelf in all that could be known 
concerning Mabomet, who was one Day 
to be born for the Salvation of Men, 
I departed hence now one whole Year 
ſince: It was in vain that I travell'd 
through the greateſt Part of the Indies, 
The Sages, whom I conſulted for above 
ſix Months, inform'd me only of what 
I knew before. At length I embark'd 


upon the main Ocean, and having no 


determin'd Route, the Veſſel which was 
firſt ready to ſet fail, was that which I 
prefr'd, Aiter 3 Þ proſperous Naviga- 


tion 
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tion, which laſted for ſome Months, it 
was ſhipwreck'd, and I alone eſcap'd the 


Fury of the Waves, by ſaving myſelf | 


upon a Plank, which | bore me to the 
Coaſt of an Iſland which I found to be 
full of Serpents. I conſider'd them with 
Attention, when I perceiv*d in the midſt 
of them a ſmall yellow Serpent, of a 


glowing Colour, and which one of the 


largeſt bore upon his Back. But what 
aſtoniſh'd me the moſt, was to fee all the 
other Serpents, as ſoon as they perceiv'd 
him, run and range themſelves around 
him, as if to ſerve him as his Guards. 
He hi ſs'd, and all the others, ſeiz'd with 


Fear, ſunk into the Earth. I was admir- 
ing theſe Wonders, when the little Ser- 


pent aſk'd me, Who I was? I ſatisfied 
his Curioſity, and deſir'd him to indulge 
mine. I am called Temliba, replied he, 
and my Authority 1s ſo abſolute over all 
the Serpents of this Iſland, that with one 
Word I can make them deſcend into the 


Waters which are beneath the Earth: 


Such is the Will of the moſt high God. 
If I did not retain them thus in their 


| Duty. they would long ago have de- 


ſtroy'd 
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ſtroy'd all the Children of Adam. I 
aſk'd him News of Mahbomet ; he told 
me that he was to declare to Mankind 
the ſincere Word of God, but that he 
had never ſeen him. Afterwards I de- 
ſir'd him to inſtruct me how I could leave 
this Iſland which was ſubje&t to him? 
Immediately he call'd one of his largeſt 
Serpents, and commanded him to carry 
me directly, and without doing me any 
Harm, to the Coaſt of the main Land, 
which was at no great Diſtance. His Or- 
ders were executed; and when I was 
upon the Land would have thank'd the 
Serpent, but without hearkening to me, 
he went away that Moment. I return'd 
Thanks to God for all his Goodneſs to 
me; and with my Heart, ftil] occupy'd 
with the Beauties of Zesbet, and the 
Means of ſeeing the great Prophet in 
order to poſſeſs her, I return'd to A{ſyria - 
and repair'd to Babylon, to ſee a Sage 
there, one of the moſt celebrated, nam'd 
Man. I was ſcarcely enter'd into his 
Houſe, when he ſaid to me, Abontaleb, 
thou ſeekeſt the holy Prophet in vain 5; 
however, I know a Method which may 

H 3 | ſatisfy 
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ſatisfy thee, notwithſtanding the Number 


of Years that are yet to paſs before his 
Birth: I do not believe thou can'ſt ever 
enjoy the beautifu] Zesbet, if- thou doſt 
not accept the Propoſal I have to make 
thee: I find by my Books that thou 
knoweſt the Iſland of Serpents, where 


the Serpent Tem/iha reigns; if thou 


wilt conduct me there, I will find Means 
to render both of us rich and celebrated 
in the World, and to make us arrive at 
fo venerable an old Age, that we may ſee 

/ahomet long upon Earth, and become 
his firſt Diſciples, and the moſt faithful 


. Obſervers of his Law. I was charm'd 


with the Propoſitions of the Sage Ufan, 
accepted them with Eager neſs, and pro- 
miſed to conduct him into the Iſland of 
the yellow Serpent; From thenceforwards 


we were wholly buſy'd with tlie Care 


of our Departure, which did not detain 


us long. Lan took a Bow and ſome 


Arrows; he filled two ſmall Silver Vaſes, 
one with Wine and the other with Milk, 
and placed them in a Box of Iron which 


he took with him. We arriv'd, without 


any Obſtacle, to the Coaſt where the great 
e Serpent 
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Serpent had convey'd me by the Orders 
of Temliba; we bought a ſmall Bark 


with ſome Proviſions, and both of us 
rowing, we ſoon. landed in the Iſland 
where the Serpent kept his Reſidence. 


The firſt Care of Ufan was to put on 
Shore the little Iron Cheſt, and to open 
it: We placed ourſelves afterwards in 
ſuch a manner, that without being ſeen 


we could examine. all that pals'd, The 


little Serpent, drawn by the Odour of the 
Liquors, came eagerly to them, and ſoon 
drunk them with Avidity z but the Wine 
having ſtupify'd him, he fell into the 
Cheſt. Sleep immediately follow'd his 


Debauch; then Man run, without mak- 


ing the leaſt Noiſe, ſhut to the Cheſt, 


and took it up. We wander'd through 
all the Ifland to find a Plant, which tne 


Sage an ſought for with Aſſiduity, 
When we were come to the Plant, by 
the Almighty Power of God, it ſpoke 
thus to the Sage Man, Cut and ſtamp 


ſome of my Branches, they will furniſh 


thee with ſo marvellous an Oil, that by 
rubbing it upon the Soles of thy Feet, 
H 4 thou 
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thou may'ſt walk upon the Waters with- 
out any Riſque. It was particularly thee 
that I ſought for, reply*'d Man, and ſhall 
owe the Succeſs of my Deſigns to thee, 
He immediately perform*d what the Plant 
had advis'd him to; he gather'd the Oil 
into a Bottle which he had taken Care to 
bring with him; and the little Serpent 
being only of Uſe to Man to make him 
find this marvellous Plant, which is 
named Fetearz, as he inform'd me, he 
open'd the Cheſt and reſtor'd him to Li- 
berty. Immediately he roſe up into the 
Air faying, The High God knows how 0 
puniſh the Audacious, and immediately 
diſappear'd. I trembled. Thou oughteſt 
to have no Inquietude, ſaid Man then 
to me; we have the moſt eſſential Article 
for obtaining what I have promis'd thee; 


let us go directly to the Sea- Shore, conti- 


nu'd he. We foon repair'd there; we 
rubb'd the Soles of our Feet with the 


marvellous Oil of Feearz, and we were 


eaſily convinc'd of the ſingular Effect of 
its Virtue, for we walk'd upon the Waters 
without ſo much as wetting our Feet. 


After 
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After having gone a conſiderable Way, 
| we perceiv'd a Rock which was not ex- 
tremely high, and whoſe Summit was 
ſurrounded by a white Cloud. When we 
were arrived there, Ufan. marched di- 
rectly to a Cavern, the Door of which 
was faſten'd with a Lock of Gold; he 
ſhot an Arrow againſt this Door and it 
open'd ; he enter'd, and I follow'd him, 
We ſaw two furious Lions appear, againſt 
whom he ſhot two Arrows, and they 
diſappear'd. We found afterwards an- 
other lock'd Gate; an Arrow again 
open'd that. There appear'd then two 
Dragons, whom he made diſappear in 

the ſame manner as the two Lions; and 
nothing now hinder'd us from arriving 
within Sight of a magnificent Throne, 
which was painted with different Colours, 
and cover'd with a rich Carpet of Silk 
embroider'd with Gold: There appear'd 
upon this Throne a Man of a venerable 
Figure reſting upon his Back; he had 
on the little Finger of his right Hand a 
Ring which gave Light to the whole 
Hall. There was plainly to be read upon 


this Ring, There is but one God, and So- 
H 5 00008 
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lomon is his Prophet. A Golden Lamp 
was hung over the Head of this Prince, 
two Dragons were at his Head, and two 
at his Feet. Ufan made them alſo diſap- 
pear by the Means of his Arrows; and 
turning himſelf towards me, — It is now, 
ſaid he, Aboutaleb, my dear Brother, that 
J ſhall want thy Service; if I ſucceed in 
my Enterprize, we ſhall poſſeſs. all that 
1 promis'd thee, and thou ſhalt render 
Zesbet happy. I am going to approach 
this Prince, continu'd he, to draw off 
the Ring which he has upon his Finger; 
but I know that a Serpent will ſpring 
upon me that Moment and ftrike me 
dead : Take my Bow and theſe three 
Arrows, ſaid he, preſenting them to me, 
and when thou ſeeſt me dead, ſhoot one 
of theſe Arrows at me and I ſhall revive, 
I promis'd him to perform exactly what 
he recommended to me, and defir*d him to 
tell me the Name of him whom we ſaw 
laid upon this Throne. It. is, replied he 
to me, the Prophet Solomon; his Ring 18 
all powerful; it was by the Means of 
that that he ſubjected Men, Genies and 


Animals, and TERED himſelf the Ma- 
{ter 
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ſter of the World, by acquiring the 
Knowledge of all the Secrets of Na- 
ture; and if I can put this Ring upon my 
Finger, I ſhall be a ſecond Solomon. As 
he ſaid theſe Words, he put his Foot 
upon the Throne, and us'd his utmoſt 
Efforts to take off the Ring. Then 
there aroſe from beneath the Throne a 
Serpent, which with the ſole Poiſon of 
his Breath threw down Ufan and ſtruck 
bim dead. When I ſaw him in that Con- 
dition, I ſhot an Arrow at him, which 
immediately reſtor'd him to Life. Man 
made freſh Efforts ; but they had no more 
Succeſs than the former, The poiſonous 
Breath of the Serpent kill'd him a ſecond 
Time. I made uſe of the ſame Means 
with Succeſs, If thou reviveſt me once 
more, ſaid Man to me, I have nothing 
more to fear, and ſhall be the happieſt of 
Mankind, He endeavour'd again to take 
the Ring; the Serpent put him once more 
to Death; and at the Moment when I 
was going to ſhoot the third Arrow, the 
Heavens were darkened, a dreadful Thun- 
der was heard, and the wholeRock ſhook, 
I fell with my Face upon the Ground, 
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and when I had recovered my Spirits, the 
Serpent look'd upon me with Indigna- 
tion, and ſaid to me, Art thou then a Re- 
bel? What has engaged thee to ſerve 
this ſacrilegious Wretch ? If thou hadft 

not the Protection of the great Friend of 
God, I would make thee undergo the 
ſame Fate with him, I haſtily threw 
down my Bow and my third Arrow: This 
Submiſſion made the Serpent retire ; the 
Air again grew calm, and I thought only 
how I might leave this dreadful Place. 
I rubb'd my Feet with the marvellous 
 Oyl of which Wan happily had given 
me the Bottle, and I walk'd upon the 
Sea: I croſs'd ſix different Oceans, with- 
out meeting any thing. It was not till 
I arrived at the ſeventh that I perceived 
an Iſland, which appeared to be of Gold, 
When I was enter'd into it, I found it 
cover'd with Saffron, Palm- Trees, and 
Pomegranates: At the Sight of theſe 
Fruits, I imagin'd myſelf arrived in the 
Garden of Eden, I gather'd of the Fruits, 
which repair'd my exhauſted Strength; 
but I was terribly affrighted, when turn- 
ing my Eyes upon the Iſland, I perceiv'd 
; | Men 
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Men of a moſt ſingular Figure, who 
came up on all Sides with drawn Sabres, 
and prepar'd to attack me; I pronounc'd 
the Name of God, and they immediate- 
ly ſtopt, and ſheath'd their Sabres, pro- 
nouncing themſelves that holy Name. 
What ſeekeſt thou in this Iſland, demand- 
ed they? I ſeek Mahomet, reply'd I: At 
that ſacred Name they redoubled their Re- 
gard for me, and told me, that they were 
Genies, who formerly reſided with the An- 
gels of God, but that they had been ſent up- 
on the Earth, where they were to remain 
till the Day of Judgment, to deſtroy the 
Idolators, and thoſe who in Times to 
come ſhould disbelieve the Law and the 
holy Prophet. They added, that no one 
was permitted to remain amongſt them, 
and that I muſt depart immediately. 
Their Chief then ſpoke, and told me, 
That God having permitted me to ap- 
pear in their Iſland, they ought to do 
every thing they could ta ſerve me, and 
that therefore he would procure me a Me- 

thod of leaving it. I teſtify*'d my Grati- 
tude to him, and conjur'd him to let 


me be conducted as ſpeedily as poſſible to 
the 
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the Place where he thought I might ſa- 
lute the holy Prophet. I can make thee 
no Anſwer upon that Subject, ſaid hez I 
will do for thee the only thing that is in 
my Power. Immediately he order'd one 
of their Horſes to be ſaddled, and his 
Eyes to be cover'd ; for without this Pre- 
caution it would have been impoſſible for 
any Man to mount him. He recom- 
mended to me to put my Confidence in 
God, and aſſured me that I ſhould ar- 
rive ſafe at a Port upon the Red-Sea, 
where I ſhould find an old Man accom- 
panied with a young one, to whom J 
ſhould deliver the Horſe which they trul- 
ted to me. They will do thoſe any Ser- 
vice, continued he, that depend upon 
them, and perhaps may inform thee of 
what thou ſearcheſt for; and which I am 
ignorant of. I departed, after having gi- 
ven them all poſſible Marks of my Gra- 
titude. My Journey was proſperous; but 
the Horſe rais'd himſelf to ſuch a Height 
in the Air, that I could not diſcern any 
Object; but deſcended into a Sca-Port, 
where I found thoſe who had been de- 
ſcrib'd to me: Ideliver'd the Horſe to 
them. 
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them. The old Man ask'd me if it was 
long ſince I left the Iſland of the Genies. 
Ianſwer'd him that I departed from thence 
ahout Noon, How many Leagues doſt 
thou imagine thou haſt gone? reſum'd the 
old Man? Five or fix, reply'd I to him: 


Thou haſt gone, ſaid he to me, above 5 


eight Thouſand Leagues, I could: not 
ceaſe admiring the Prodigies which had 
ſucceſiively happened to me. I agreed 


with the old Man, that there was nothing 


impoſſible with God; but ſtill occupy*d 
with the Deſire of ſeeing Mahbomet, I 
ſeem'd to move his Compaſſion, We 
ought to do any thing upon ſo good a 
Motive, ſaid he to me; and afterwards 
he added, Though our Horſe is ſome- 
what fatigu'd, and has not been accuſ- 


tom'd to bear ſo great a Weight as thine, 


yet the Place where thou art to go, ac- 


{ cording to the Decrees of Providence, is 


at ſo ſmall a Diſtance, that I will order 
him to convey thee there; in effect, fifty 
Leagues, which may ſeparate us from 
thence, is a Trifle; beſides, the Time 
preſſes us. I teſtify'd my Gratitude by 
my Tears, and would have embrac'd his 

Knees, 
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Knees, but he prevented me; and the 
Horſe being come, he whiſper'd a Word 
in his Ear. I mounted him with the 
ſame Precaution as before; and in a Mo- 
ment he convey*d me hither, threw me 
into the Courr, and I immediately loſt 


Sight of him, 


If I have not ſeen Mahomet, reſum'd 
Aboutaleb, you mult at leaſt allow, beau- 
teous Zesbet, that it is not my Fault; that 
I have ſpared nothing to ſucceed in it, 
and that the three Rivals which my Mis. 
fortune has brought me, and who have 
had the Advantage of departing before 

me, have not been more fortunate as to 
the principal Object of their Travels, and 
have received more Marks of Goodneſs 
and Favour from the Almighty, than I 
confeſs to have been honour'd with, 


Then Zesbet ſpeaking to them all, ſaid, 
You are all Witneſſes of my Submiſſion 
to the Orders of my Father; you ſaw 
them writ with his own Hand ; the Pro- 
digy is convincing, and the Goodneſs of 
God to you manifeſt ; I protelt to you, 

that 
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that you are all four equally dear to me: 
Yet I can marry only him who has ſeen 


the Prophet Mahomet : None of you, 
therefore can be my Husband, 


This Softneſs and this Equality of Sen- 
timents, far from calming the Rivals, 
ſerved only to give them a Certainty of 
being approved by the Object of their 
Love, if they could baniſh thoſe who 
were an Obſtacle to their Satisfaction, and 
augmented their Animoſity. Zesbet te- 
mark*d it with a Trouble and a Confuſion 
that ſhe could not diſguiſe, when a Clap 
of Thunder which they heard, notwith- 
ſtanding the Serenity of the Sky, drew 
all their Attention. They then ſaw an 
old Man appear, auguſt by the Maſcu- 
line Beauty of his Features, and by the 
Length of his Beard, the Whiteneſs of 
which equal ld that of his Veſtment. He 
lean'd upon a naked Sabre, in which he 
put his Truſt; a ſhining white Cloud ſup- 
ported him, and he was followed by a 
Ray of the Glory of God, which, at a Di- 
ſtance loſt itſelf in the Immenſity of the 


Heavens. At this Sight they proſtrated 
them- 
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themſelves, not daring to look upon him 


who appeared to them with ſo great a 
Splendor, 


Ariſe, faid he to them. They obey'd ; 
and remaining in Attitudes of the moſt 
profound Reſpect, he ſaid to them, Abdal 
Motallab, Jaarab, Aboutaleb, Temimdari, 
you have found Favour before the Al- 
mighty: All that by his Permiſſion you 
have ſeen, is a Recompence for having 
ſought after me. Look upon me, I am 
Mahomet, I am the great Friend of God; 
he who by his Permiſſion is to enlighten 
the Earth, Enjoy a Happineſs which 
none now upon Earth muſt have, and 
which will be envied by all Ages. The 
Promiſes of the Sage Oucha will be ac- 
compliſh'd in thy Perſon Zesbet ; thy Vir— 
tues and thy Beauty have engaged me to 
prefer thee before all the Daughters of 
Mecca; thou for the future ſhalt be 
named Aminta. Then turning to the 
Husbands, You have ſeen me, ſaid he 
to them, ſhe is your's, you are her's; 
labour then with a holy Zeal to bring 
me. into the World to enlighten the Uni- 

verſe: 
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verſe: All thoſe who ſhall follow the Law 
which I am to preach, may have four 
Wives: Zesbet ſhall be the only one who 
ſhall lawfully poſſeſs four Husbands at 
once : It is the leaſt Privilege I can grant 
to her of whom I chuſe to be born. - 


As he finiſh'd theſe Words, Mahomet 
diſappear'd ; they followed him with 
their Eyes as long as it was poſlible, and 
ſaw him loſt in the immenſe Glory " 
God. 


Zesbet giving herſelf up to the four 
Husbands, whom Providence had de- 
ſtin'd for her, ſubmitted with Reſigna- 
tion to the Orders of Heaven. The Lot 
again decided all particular Regulations 
they liv'd in the moſt perfect Harmony, 
in the midſt of that Affluence which the 
Treaſures of the celebrated Oucha, which 
were then diſcover'd to them, furniſh'd 
them with; and in due Time the holy 
Prophet was born, 


Moradbak, after having finiſh'd her Hi- 
ſtory, look'd attentively to ſee if the King 
Was 


Ld 
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was not aſleep, and perceiving he was 


awake, ſheask*'d him what Judgment he 
made of theſe ſtrange Adventures and 


this great Miracle. I believe, ſaid the 


King, that this Hiſtory would have been 


as ſerviceable to me as the firſt, if I had 


not endeavour'd to be attentive to judge 
of the Preference ; but I have my Head 


ſo fill'd with Genies and Prodigies, that 


I am not in a Condition to pronounce 


Sentence, Inſtead of ta ling it into thy 
Head to make me judge of thy ſurpri- 


zing Hiſtories, might not thou have ſeen 


thyſelf that I ſlept almoſt the whole Time, 


and only awaken'd a little at the End ? 
But 'tis no Matter, only relate thy Hiſto- 


ries, and trouble thyſelf no farther : But 


enough now for this Day; go and reſt 
thyſelf, for I ſhall expe& thee Tomor- 
row. She obey'd, and the next Day ſhe 


began in theſe Terms: 


THE 


JET 
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NAOUR, King of Cachemire. 


AOUR, King of Cachemire, from 
the Age of fifteen, had govern'd 

that happy Country with Juſtice, but 
with Severity; he would have his Sub- 
jects happy, but he would have them de- 
ſerve to be ſo. Idleneſs never found Fore 
giveneſs before him: He made them 
purchaſe the Diminution of their Taxes 
by an indefatigable Induſtry z which by 
that Means became a double Source of 
Riches to his Subjects. He exacted the 
moſt implicit Obedience, but never com- 
manded any thing without Reaſon; and 


wel a W Conſequence, thoſe to 
whom 
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whom he gave Proofs of his Generoſity, 


ſubmitted to the moſt rigorous Examina- 
tion of their Merit. His happy Arms 


had render'd him a Conqueror; his 


haughty Character conſtantly attended 


him in his Conqueſts, and in his Policy; 
his Neighbours dreaded him, and his 
People admir'd him but with Fear: Such 


is the Fate of Virtue when accompany'd 


with ſo great Auſterity. In this manner 


Nacur reigned above twenty Years, and 


his Power appear'd to be ſo thoroughly 
eſtabliſh'd, upon the Foundations of Va- 
lour, Diſcretion, and Juſtice, that no 
Perſon ever imagin'd that he could feel a 
Reverſe of Fortune: 

This powerful Monarch had never 
known the Charms of Love; he had al- 
ways look'd upon that Paſſion as the 
greateſt Weakneſs of Human Nature: 


; The numberleſs Beauties which he had in 
his Harem, the ſecret Reſidence of his 


gentle Pleaſures, had never made him 
imagine that it was poſſible to be ſub- 


JeRed to the Will of thoſe who were 
AE. to his, and to become the 


Slave 


* 


| 


Slave of his Slaves. He was more than 
ever prejudic'd with this Error, when the 
Superintendant of his Harem preſented 
to him the incomparable Fatima; ſhe 
appear*d before him more exalted with 
the Advantages Nature had endowed her 
with, than Naour was with thoſe of his 
Throne. The Firmneſs of Mind of that 


Prince, which judged all Objects with 


Severity; the natural Obſtinacy of his 


Heart, which was never ſenſible but to 


the moſt uncommon Merit; all theſe 
Sentiments born with him, augmented by 
the conſtant Habit and Vanity of prac- 
tiſing them, were in one Moment hum- 
bled before his new Slave. She teſtify*d 
no Pride which could diſguſt him, her 
whole Figure breathing Grace and Beau- 
ty; even her very Haughtineſs was ne- 
ceſfiry to the Majeſty of her Mein, and 
to the Harmony of her Features. 


Naaur felt his Defeat, was irritated 
at it, and wiſh'd to diſguiſe it from him- 


ſelf; and with a Hope of avoiding it, 


his firſt Care was to deprive himſelf of 
ſo dangerous an Object; but Love ſoon 
* 
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brought him back to her. Fatima feign'd 


not to perceive the Emotion ſhe caus'd 


in his haughty Breaſt ; ſhe applauded 
herſelf for it, her Self-love was flatter*d 
by it, and ſhe did not yield to the fierce 
Deſires of her Maſter till ſhe had tri- 
umph'd over him. The King of Cache. 
mire was but too excuſeable for yielding 
to ſo perfect a Beauty; her black Hair 
diſputed for Length with that of the 


longeſt Night, and her dazzling Face 


ſaid to the Moon, on its fourteenth 
Night, Appear, or 1 ſhall outhhine thee, 
If a Derviſe, who paſſes the Night in 
Meditation and Prayer, had only ſeen in 
a Dream an Obje& that could be com- 
par'd to her, it would have made him 
diſtracted. Her Teeth were more regu- 
lar than a Row of the moſt beautiful 
Pearls; the Dimple in her Chin was the 
Priſon of Hearts; the delicious Odour 
that her whole Perſon diffuſed, ſurpaſſed 
that of the moſt valued Muſk ; and the 
black Mark which ſhe had cloſe to her left 
Eye, was one of the many Seducements 
that Nature had attach'd to her Perſon, 


Naour, 
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Naour, the haughty Navour, became 
ſoon ſo paſſionately in Love with the 
beautiful Fatima, even in the midſt of 


Enjoyment, that he could not live with- 


out contemplating her Beauties, and with- 
out admiring her beautiful curPd Treſſes. 
He was aſtoniſh'd at theſe Sentiments, 
which Novelty render'd ſtill more agree- 
able to his Heart; he gave himſelf con- 
tinually up to the moſt tender Love, and 
was inebriated with the Charms of his 
fair Slave, which he ſaw every Day with 


freſh Pleaſure. This Prince, in the 


Tranſports of his Paſſion, compoſed that 
tender Song which is ftill ſung in Perſia, 


In vain I ſhould ſtruggle not to follow 


her; her beautiful Treſſes have enchain'd © 


me, and captivate me in ſpite of myſelf. 


' Naour, in Love for the firſt time, 
knew neither Diſtruſt nor Jealouſy; his 
Character had, till then, made him look 
upon Women only with a kind of Con- 
tempt, and his Love immediately made 
him give himſelf up to the moſt undi- 

1 ſturb'd 
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ſturb'd Confidence, Even his Remains 
of Haughtineſs gave him no room for a 
Doubt of Fatima's Tenderneſs and Gra- 
titude. Since I can love, ſaid he to him- 
ſelf, 1 muſt be belov'd. 


When the beautiful Slave was fully 
aſſur'd of the Power of her Charms, and 
that ſhe thought ſhe had ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſh*d her Credit over the Mind of her 
Maſter, and ſubdued his Heart; when 
ſhe had no longer any Inquietude üpon 
her Conqueſt, that of her Sovereign did 
not appear ſufficient to her ; ſhe was cer- 
tain of that; there wanted another to 
compleat her Happineſs; and little 
charm'd with a Lover, in whom ſhe 
muſt always acknowledge a Maſter, ſhe 
wiſh'd to wound a Heart that might owe 
only to its Merit the Gift ſhe ſhould make 
of her's, | 


In thoſe Times when Cachemire had 

- "ZE . - 

its particular Sovereign, the Harems were 

not kept with great Severity: There 

were even ſeveral Officers deſtin'd for 
the 
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the Service of the Prince, who were not 
Eunuchs, and who enter'd into all the 
Apartments of the Palace. Naour had 
a Favourite, named Aboncazir, who al- 
ways attended him; he was tall, well 
made, and of uncommon Beauty; his 
Words were as pleaſing as the Honey of 
Arabia, and his Face was cover'd with a 
Down ſo ſmooth, that it reſembled the 
Verdure which grows upon the Banks of 
thoſe Rivers of Milk which flow in Pa- 
radiſe. It was him who always ſerv'd the 
King when he was in the Apartment of 
Fatima, and never any other Officer ſtood 
by him when he ſupp'd with, that beau» 


teous Slave. It was upon Aboucasir that 


ſhe caſt her Eyes; ſhe a thouſand times 
try'd the Power of her Looks to'unravel 
the Sentiments of. his Mind : Sometimes 
ſhe imagin'd ſhe perceived a Ray of 
Hope; and immediately after ſhe only 
faw in his whole Manner an Appearance 
of diſtant Reſpect, which diſtracted her, 
Theſe Torments of her Heart at length 


render'd Repoſe unknown to her; even 


her Beauty was affected by it. Ngou 
I f felt 


* 
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felt the moſt lively Alarms; but ſhe ſoon 
ceaſed to regret the Diminution of her 
Charms; the tender and compaſſionate 
Looks which Aboucazir could not for- 
bear caſting upon her, ſoon reanimated 
her; as the Rays of a beneficent Sun 
raiſes a young drooping Flower, which 
a heavy Storm has beat down. It is true, 
theſe Teſtimonies of Kindneſs were ſo 

reſerv'd and ſo moderate, that Fatima 
could draw only the ſlighteſt Glimpſe Ol 
Hope from them, yet ſhe gave herſelf up 
to them with Tranſport. 


Theſe firſt Steps ſoon accuſtom'd the 
Lover and the Miſtreſs to uſe their Eyes 
to queſtion and to anſwer, till they could 
meet the happy Opportunity of being 
able to ſpeak thoſe tender Reproaches, 
thoſe pleaſing Queſtions, and thoſe ami- 
able Aſſurances which are the Charms of 
all who love, and ſtill - more of thoſe 

who firſt feel a growing Paſſion. 


The Time which was moſt favourable 


to them, was that of Supper, becauſe they 
| law 


— 
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ſaw each other longer, and at a nearer Di- 
| ſtance, Fatima, who never thought ſhe 
lived but in the Preſence of her Lover, 
conſider'd only how ſhe ſhould make 
them more frequent; and the Propoſal 
which ſhe made to the King upon that 
Head, and which he attributed to her 
Deſire of ſeeing him more frequently, 
{rved only to enflame him till farther. 


__- 
One Day, as the Prince and the beauti- 
tiful Slave were at Table oppoſite to each 
other, Fatima caſt her Eyes, every time 
ſhe could do it without Danger, upon 
Aboucazir. He attended his Maſter, and 
more at Liberty with his Looks, ſince 
being behind him be could not be per- 
ceiv'd, he devour'd her with his Eyes, 
whilſt Naour himſelf look'd upon her 
with ſo much Paſſion, that he was blind 
to every thing beſide, and imagin'd h- 

could read upon her roſy Cheeks thi 
_ Paſſage of the Divine Alcoran: Woman 
is the moſt beautiful Work of the Creator. 
Theſe Looks not being ſufficient to reaf- 
ſure and nouriſh the Heart of Fatima, 
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this Beauty of Beauties, who wiſh'd to pro- 
long the Pleaſure of ſeeing her new Lover, 
and that of being beheld by him, and who 
wiſh'd alſo to find a Method of informing 
him of the Extent of her Paſſion, and ren- 
det ing her more bold, propoſed tothe King 
to relate a Hiſtory to him. I conſent to it, 
returned he, when we are riſen from Ta- 
ble: I ſhall judge with Tranſport of the 
Charms of thy Wit; I am ſatisfied they 
will equal thoſe which thy whole Perſon. 
offers to my Sight. If I might preſume 
to repreſent any thing to my Sovereign 
Lord, reſumed this beauteous Maid, it 
feems to me that a Hiſtory appears more 
agreeable in the Situation we are now in. 
When it is leſs intereſting, we take Sher - 
bett, or ſome Glaſſes of Wine of Schirus; 
this augments the Vivacity of thoſe who 
relate, and makes them who liſten 
Amends for being ſometimes tir'd. This 
feigned Modeſty drew the Applauſe 
which ſhe expected from it, and gave 
only a greater Deftre to hear it, The 
Looks of Aboucazir, and the Diſcourſe. 


of the King teſtified how much -they 
ſhould: 
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ſhould be charm'd with it. The lively 


Gaiety, and the Grace with which ſhe 


had accompanied this Propoſition, had 
diſpoſed their Minds into the moſt plea- 
ſing Prejudice. Fatima having nothing 
farther to prevent her Speech, began in 
this manner: 


176 ORIENTAL TALES, 


Ns EZ RD CW 82 
THE 
MH 15 Rs T 


O F 


NAER DAN and GUZULBEC, 


7 a rich Jeweller, reſided 
in Erzerum; he was already in an 
advanced Age, and by all his Slaves and 
his Wives, he had obtained from Hea- 
ven but one Daughter. If ſhe could not 
ſatisfy him as to his Hopes of Com- 
merce, ſhe however render*d him happy 
by the Graces which Nature had adorned 
her Figure, at the ſame time that it had 
formed her Mind ſuſceptible of every 
Talent. She was but ſix Years old when 
Ali, ſurnamed Timur, who had always 
been a Friend to Huſſendgiar, died with- 
out leaving any Fortune to his only Son, 


_ notwithſtanding the Reputation he had 
Be had of being rich. When he 


gave 


gave up his laſt Breath in the Arms of 
Huſſendgiar, he recommended this Son to 
him, the ſole Object of his Regret. This 
ſincere Friend took the Care of him with 
Pleaſure; it was at firſt without any other 
View than that of ſatisfying the Duties of 
Friendſhip, that he carefully educated 
this Child; but Naerdan, which was the 
Name of the Son of Timur Ali, ſoon 
deſerved it for himſelf: Sweetneſs of 
Temper was his ruling Character; and 


as his Intelligence was beyond his Age, 


Gratitude was the firſt Sentiment of his 
Heart. Huſfſendgiar was delighted with 
the Legacy his Friend had left him, and 
ſhared his Tenderneſs equally between 
Naerdan, and Guzulbec, his only Daugh- 
ter. They were brought up together ; 
their Childhood, which united their mu- 


tual Diverſions; the Liberty they had of 


being always together; or rather the 
growing Charms of Guzulbec, and the 
Merit of Naerdan, eftabliſh'd in their 
Hearts a mutual Inclination which no- 
thing could deſtroy. Huſſendgiar per- 
ceived it ; but far trom giving any Ob- 


ſtacle to their Sentiments, he ſeem'd, on 
TS the 
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the contrary, to approve of them. Hea- 
ven, which had refuſed him a Succeſſor, 
now gave him one in the Son of this 
Friend, who render'd himſelf every Day 
more worthy of it, and Huſſendgiar had 

the Pleaſure of ſecing him anſwer his ut- 

moſt Expectation. 


When Naerdan, who was not many 
Years older than Guzulbec, had attained 
the Age of twelve Years, he was no lon- 
ger permitted to fee her, ſhe being con- 
fined in the Apartment of her Woman; 
and Naerdan truſted to the Care of thoſe 
who were to give him an Education ſuit- 
able to the Deſigns which Huſſendgiar had 
form'd for his Eſtabliſhment, This Se- 
paration was infinitely ſenſible to him, 
but it was at leaſt as much ſo to Guzrlbec, 
who, leſs occupied than him, gave herſelf 
wholly up to a Paſſion, the Violence of 
which diſcover'd itſelf upon her being 
depriv*d of what ſhe loved. It increaſed: 
in her Solitude, and not daring to write: 
to her Lover, ſhe had no other Reſource 
to make her Heart known to him, but 
the Sclams which ſhe wn to him by a 
Slave, 
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Slave, who was ignorant of the Myſtery 
they incloſed. The firſt that was deli- 


ver'd to him was a little Packet of Gian 


ger *: Doubtleſs this was making great 
Advances, but a Paſſion ſo. lively as her's 
no longer conſulted Reſer ve; ſhe trem- 
bled in Expectation of the Anſwer, 
dreading being no longer belov'd. How 
great was her Joy, when they brought 
her back from Naerdan a ſmall Piece of 
blue Cloth +! This Sign, indeed, did 
not expreſs ſo tender a Sentiment as ſhe 
could have wiſh'd; but however ſhe was 
not forgot, ſhe was ſtill beloved. The 
Charm of this Idea laſted not long; it 


gave way to Regret and to Deſire, which 


were the more lively, as ſhe had no 
Doubt now but Naerdan ſhared them with 


her. Fatima, as ſhe pronounced theſe laſt 


Words, addreſſed herſelf to Aboucazir, 
and accompanied them with the moſt 
expreſſive Look. We muſt confeſs, faid 
ſhe interrupting herſelf, and fixing her 
beautiful Eyes for a Moment upon the 
King of Cachemire, which ſhe inſenſibly 

I 6 turn'd 


* My Heart burns only for thee, 
- + I am fill in Love with you, 
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turn'd upon the attentive Aboucazir; —Tt 
mult be confeſſed, continued ſhe, that the 
unhappy Guzulbec was to be pitied, en- 
clos'd in a Scraglio too much revered by 
her Lover; fhe counted the flying Mo- 
ments of her Youth and Beauty; What 
Advantages, ſaid ſhe, what Treaſures 
are here diſſipated uſeleſly! With what 
Return ought not my Tenderneſs to be 
repaid! Ah! how would the Plant of 
our Love, cultivated by my Cares, have 
| ſhot forth Branches bending under the 
Weight of the moſt delicious Fruit! 
But, no! he whom I adore loves me 
not, fince a vain Reſpet——1 ſhall not 
relate to you, my Lord, continu'd Fati- 
ma, the Sufpicions which ſucceeded the 
Complaints of the melancholly Guzalbec; 
Ihave promis'd you her Hiſtory only, and 
reſume that. Naerdan, arrived at the Age 
of fifteen, was ſo thoroughly ſenſible of 
the Advantages of Commerce, and pro- 
fited ſo greatly by the Leſſons that he 
had receiv'd, that the Gratitude he owed 
to Huſſendgiar, join'd to his natural Un- 
derſtanding, made him take the moſt 
perfect Care of his Affairs: This good 

; MM.aſter 


ORIENTAL TALES. 181 


Maſter wholly truſted them to him du- 


ring the Courſe of ſeveral Voyages which 
he made to the Indies. They proſper'd 
in his Hands, and the Sale of the Mer- 
chandizes which he had left with him in 
his Magazines at Erzerum, produced 
ſtill more Profit to Huſſendgiar, than his 
Voyages had done; yet Naerdan, by a 
Delicacy and a Fidelity uncommon to be 
found in amorous Hearts, had broke off 
his Correſpondence with Gazulbec; his 
Love was not extinguiſh'd, but he con- 
demn'd it to Silence, and ſacrificed the 


Appearances of that to his Probity. He 


durſt no longer pretend to marry the 
Daughter of his Maſter, to whom Hea- 


ven, contrary to all Appearances, had 


at length granted a Son. This Genero- 
ſity, continu'd Fatima, far from diminiſh- 
ing the Paſſion of Guzulbec, ſerv'd on- 
ly to increaſe it. Huſſendgiar, in the 
midſt of the Pleaſure which he felt at the 
unforeſeen Birth of his Son, could not be 
ſilent upon the Praiſes which Naerdan 
deſerv'd, and ſaid publickly, That the 
Heir with whom Nature had ſatisfy'd 
his Deſires, was alone capable of alter- 

ing 
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ing the Schemes which he had form'd in 
his Favour ;z adding, that his Virtue, his 
Probity, and his Underſtanding, would 
have determin'd him to give him his 
Daughter and all his Fortune; but that 
he hoped to make one of his Friends 
happy, by giving him ſuch a Son-in-law. 


Theſe Elogies engaged Kara Mehem- 
met, the Brother-in-law of Hufſendgiar to 
demand Naerdan of him for his Daugh- 
ter; and he deſign'd to conclude the Mar- 
riage as ſoon as he return'd from a Voy- 
age to the Indies, which was to employ 
him during eight or nine Months. As he 
was alſo a Jeweller by Profeſſion, Naer- 
dan conſented to this Propoſal], not thro* 
any Deſire of Riches, or of an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, but to cure himſelf of a Paſſion 
which he could only look 2 as the 
blackeſt Ingratitude. 


This News 8 the Ears of Guzul- 
 bec She cover'd her Heart with Sur- 
ma (a); ſhe in vain ſent to her Lover 

an 


0 2 An Herb with which the Women black 
* 
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an Apple (b), a Piece of Aurora colour'd 
Silk (c), an Olive (d); and a Piece of 
Charcoal (e). Theſe tender Signs of the 
Exceſs of her Sorrow and of her Jealou- 
iy, did not change the cruel Reſolution 
of the too ſtedfaſt Naerdan. Here Fa- 
tima again interrupting herfelf, could not 
forbear a Reflection, the Senſe of which 
appeared not uncommon to the King of 
Cacbemire, but was the bittereſt Reproach. 
to Aoucazir. We may, I allow, ſaid 
he, ſacrifice ourſelves to the Sentiments 
of a juſt Gratitude z but does Virtue per- 
mit us to make others Victims? We 
are charm'd to find the Principles of V ir- 
tue in the Heart of what we love; but 
they degenerate into Barbarity, when they 
are purſued too far. Ah! is it poſſible 
to ſacrifice to it what one loves? For cer- 
tainly Naerdan could not be ignorant that 
Guzulbec could not ſurvive her Misfor- 

tune; 


their Hair and their Eye-brows, and which is an 
Image of Sorrow and Vexation. ; | 
% Forſake me not, oh Spring of my Life! _ | 
(c) Take away my Life. | 2 
(d) L had rather ſee thee dead, than living and 
inconflant. | | 
(e) No, let me die, and do thou live for ever. 


184 ORIENTAL TALES. 


tune; but equitable Heaven, Heaven leſs 
ſevere than he was; would not conſent to 
her Ruin. This tender Lover in Del- 
pair, not knowing who to addreſs to in 
her Miſery, imparted her Griefs to an old 
Jewels, who often fold her foreign Orna. 
ments. The old Woman appear'd mov'd . 

with her Condition, but ſtill more with 
the Recompence which ſhe promis'd her, 
if ſhe could prevent the Marriage. Take 
every thing in my Power, ſaid Guzulbec 

affectionately to her, if Naerdan is not 
another's ; I ſwear to thee by the Holy 
Prophet, that I poſſeſs nothing which 
ſhall not be thine, Why! have I not all 
theTreaſures of the Indies to engage thee 
in my Service! The Jewels quitted her, 
promiſing to aſſiſt her, aſſuring her that 
ſhe ſhould ſoon hear from her, 


The Day which followed that in which | 
the Jeweſs had made theſe conſoling Pro- 
miſes to Guzulbec, Huſſendgiar met in the 
Streets of Erzerum with Kara Mebemmet, 
who had not been departed from thence 
above four Months; he teſtified his Sur- 


Prize at ſo ſpeedy a Return; Kara Mee 
bemmei 
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hemmet anſwer'd him, that he had met 
one of his Correſpondents about half 
Way from the Place where he deſigd 
to go, that he had deliver'd to him the 


Stock which he had left in the Indies, 


with very conſiderable Advantages, and 
that he was reſolv'd to expoſe himſelf no 
more to ſuch great Fatigues, that his Age 
did not permit him to ſupport them, 


and that he was at length reſolv'd to 


taſte the Repoſe which his Riches per- 
mitted him to enjoy in his native Coun- 
try. Huſſendgiar, upon the Spot, re- 
call'd to his Memory the Engagement 
he had enter'd into with him, for the 
Marriage of Naerdan and his Daughter. 
Kara Mebemmet told him that he was 
ready to fulfil it; but that he deſired the 


Marriage might be perform'd at a Coun- 


try Houſe, which he had lately acquir'd, 
Huſſendgiar eaſily conſented to this Pro- 
poſition, They departed directly to ſcek 
Naerdan, and found him occupy'd in the 
Affairs of Huſſendę iar; and Kara Mehbem- 
met ſaid to him, My Son, If you will 
follow me, I will let you ſee my Daugh- 
ter; ſhe is but fifteen, and you ſhall mar- 


ry 
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ry her if you approve of her. Naerdan 
anſwer'd him politely, but yet with Cold- 
neſs; and follow'd them with a kind of 
Joy, in hopes of being able to deſtroy 
by this Means, a Paſſion. to which he 
thought he — not to abandon him- 
flf. 


Kara Mehemmet conducted them out 
of the Gates of the City. Hufſendeiar, 
when he ſaw him take that Road, faid to 
him, apropos, My Friend, what is this 
Houſe of your's that I am unacquain- 
ted with? Kara Mebemmet anſwer' d him, 
*T'is right to enjoy our Riches; you 
ſhall ſee in what Manner my new Habi- 
tation is adorned : I have long pleas'd 
myſelf with the Aſtoniſhment you will 
bein; and the Marriage of my Daugh- 
ter with Naerdan, is the Termination of. 
the Myſtery I have made till now of this 
delicious Retreat, which I will quietly 
enjoy, and leave to Naerdan the Advan- 
tages of my Commerce, along with the 
Cares it has given me. As he finiſh'd 
theſe Words, they arrived at a large 
Houſe, the Door of which was kept by 
| two 
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two Porters Naerdan was aſtoniſh'd 


to ſee a numerous Train of Pages at the 
Foot of the Stair-Caſe ; they were mag 


nificently clothed, their Shirts were Silk, 
their Breeches of Sattin, their Veſts of 


Indian Taffety, their Cafftans of waved 
Tabby, and their Girdles adorned with 
precious Stones ſet in the Indies, Theſe 
Pages walked before them with great Re- 
ſpect, and conducted them into a Saloon 


magnificently furniſh*'d, When they had 


taken their Places upon the Sopha, there 


was brought Coffee and Sweetmeats z and 


foon after a delicate and ſplendid Repaſt 


was ſerv'd up to them; the Diſhes 


were of Silver, and all the Linnen rich- 
ly embroider'd. After the Dinner, Kara 


Mehemmet deſir'd Huſſendgiar to retire 


into another Room, and leave him with. 
Naerdan, to whom he had ſome private 
Affairs to communicate. Huſſendę iar 
left them alone. Kara Mehemmet open'd 
a Door which led into the Apartment of 
the Women, and calPd his Daughter, 
who anſwer'd him immediately with a 
Voice as ſweet as that of an Angel, and 
ſo agreeable that it raiſed a kind of E- 

motion 


- 
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motion in the Heart of Naerdan. This 
Beauty was not long before ſhe appear'd, 
and expos'd to Sight the moſt ſtriking 
Charms, for the Luſtre of her Com- 
plexion ſurpaſs'd that of the Moon when 
in its Full, When ſhe came up to her 
Father, ſhe threw herſelf at his Knees, 
and embraced them, ſaying, My Fa- 
ther, what do you deſire of your Slave? 
I am charm'd, reply'd Kara Mehemmet, 
at finding you in the Diſpoſition I had 
wiſh'd. I deſign to give you in Mar- 
riage to Naerdan whom you lee here. Do 
you conſent to it? I have already ſaid to 
my Father, reply'd this young Beauty, 
that his Slave will do whatever he com- 
mands her; ſhe is ready to marry not 
only Naerdan, whom he preſents to her, 
but even the meaneſt of his Servants : 
The Pleaſure of obeying my Sovereign 
Lord, added ſhe, ſhall be always the 
higheſt Satisfaction of my Soul. As ſhe 
finiſh'd theſe Words ſhe retit*d, and left 
the Room. Well, my Son, ſaid Kara 
Mehemmet then to him, what ſay you of 
my Daughter? Do you approve of her ? 
Who is the Man, reply'd Naerdan, whom 
ſuch 
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ſuch a Beauty could not pleaſe? Kara 
Mebemmet, ſatisfy'd with this Anſwer, 
immediately ſent for the Iman of the Quar- 
ter, and afterwards drawing out a Purſe, 
in which there were three Thouſand Se- 
quins, —Take this Money, my Son Naer- 
dan, ſaid he to him; and when I demand 


of you, in Preſence of the Iman, what 


you bring in Marriage to my Daugh- 
ter, you ſhall anſwer me, Three Thou- 


ſand Sequins; and then you ſhall preſent 


me with this Purſe for her Dowry. The 


Iman did not make them wait for him; 


he arriv'd, follow'd by the Maſter of the 


Schools and the Muezin. They imme- 


diately ſat down to Table; and towards 
the Conclufion of this new Repaft, Kara 
Mebemmet ſaid to the Iman, I give my 
Daughter to Naerdan, who is here pre- 
ſent, if he has three Thouſand Sequins to 


aſcertain her Dowry. Huſſendgiar would 


immediately have given them, but Naer- 


dan preſented the Purſe which his Father- 


_ in-law had given him; and this Affair 


having no other Difficulty, was ſoon ter- 


minated, The Contract was drawn up, 
and the Ceremony. of the Iman was again 


fol- 
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followed by a freſh Repaſt. When that 
was concluded, Naerdan approach'd 
Huſſendgiar, and faid to him, I am not 
to lye alone this Night: Would it not 
be proper that I ſhould go ro the Baths ? 
Kara Mebemmet woald know what his 
Son- in- law deſir'd, which being inform'd 
of, he not only approved of his Deſign, 
but he aſſur'd him, that this Purification 
was neceſſary after the Ceremony of the 
Iman. He calFd his Slaves, who conduct- 
ed him to the delicious Bath which was 
ready prepar'd in the Houſe, and re- 
main'd himfelf ſtill at Table. Naerdan 
return'd to him there, and his Father- in- 
law made him enter into the Apartment 
of the Women, and ſaw him in Bed with 
his new Wife. 


When he had taſted thoſe Pleaſures 
which he imagin'd would baniſh from his 
Heart the Remembrance of Guz#ulbec, he 
perceiv'd with Vexation, that he was not 
leſs attach'd to her than before. Theſe 
Ideas perplex'd him for ſome Time; but 
at length he was forc'd to abandon him- 


ſelEto Sleep. The Day did not awake 
him 
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him ſo much as a preſſing Neceſſity; yet 
he could not fatisfy it; for he durſt nei- 


ther riſe, nor make the leaſt Motion; his 


Arm being laid under the .Head of his 
charming Bride, whom he feared to wake. 


At length, not being able to contain him- 


ſelf any longer, he drew away his Arm 
as gently as he poſſibly could: But how 
great was his Surprize, when he ſaw that 


beautiful Head, that Head one of the 


Maſter- pieces of Nature, looſe itſelf from 
the Body, fall off lrom the Bed, and roll 
towards the Door! At this dreadful 


Spectacle, he forgot all his Neceſlities, 
and remain*d immoveable and incapable 


of uſing his Limbs, 


He had been for ſome Time in this 
cruel Situation, when Kara Mehemmet 
ſent to know how the new-married Pair 
had paſs'd the Night. They found the 
Door lock*d ; and the unhappy Naerdan 
was not in-a Condition to open it, nor 
even to hear them knock, for he had loſt 
his Senſes and fainted away : They were 
oblig'd therefore to break it open; the 
Head and the Blood which they imme- 
diately 


% 
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diately perceiv'd, made the Slaves give 
moſt dreadful Shrieks, which ſoon drew 
Kara Mebemmet thither, who immedi- 
ately ſent for the Cadi : They carried 
Naerdan to Priſon, and loaded him with 
Irons, in order to his being ſoon brought 
forth to Execution. 


Evil Tidings, which always fly-with 
Rapidity, ſoon inform'd Guzalber, of 
theſe melancholly Events; her Heart 
was pierc'd when ſhe heard the Danger 
her Lover was in. The Jewels was not 
long before ſhe preſented herſelf before 
her. As ſhe approach'd her, ſhe ſaid, 
Well, are you ſatisfy'd now, you need 
fear no Rival, and Ah, cruel Wo- 
man, interrupted' Gæxgulbec, reſtore her 
to Life, and expoſe not the Days of my 
Lover. Thou canſt not eſcape my juſt 
Vengeance, purſu'd ſhe, looking upon 
her with Eyes animated with that Fury, 
which, in ſuch Situations, the moſt gen- 
tle Characters will expreſs, in as terrible 
a Manner as the moſt paſſionate: The 
Jewels retir'd with the utmoſt Precipi- 
tation, TT 


* 
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In the mean Time Huſſendgiar was no 
ſooner inform'd of the Misfortune of Na- 
erdan, for he could not imagine him 
guilty of ſuch a Crime, than he repair'd 
to the Priſon in order to comfort him, 
and know what Service he could be of 
to him. Naerdan gave him a faithful 
Recital of his Ad venture, upon which 
Huſſendgiar knew not what Judgment to 
give; and he went out directly to con- 
ſult of Methods for endeavouring his Jul- 
tification, without knowing well which 
Way he ſhould act. His firſt Care was 
to go and ſeek Kara Mehemmet at his new 
Houſe, where the Misfortune had hap- 
pened, to inform himſelf of what was re- 
ported there. But he was extremely ſur- 
prized not to find the leiſt Trace of this 
magnificent Building, and to ſee in the 
Place of it an old Heap of Ruins, with- 
in which he perceived a venerable old 
Man, who ask'd him what he fought 
for? I ſeek, reply'd Huſſendgiar, a large 
Houſe, which, I apprehend, was here 
not longer ago than laſt Night. Tis 
true, there was one then, return'd the old 

K Manz 
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Man; but thou ſeeſt clearly there is none 
now: Thy Aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, pur- 
ſu'd he, after ſome Moments Silence, 
when thou ſhalt know that I am a Genie, 


and that the Sentiments of thy Daughter 


Guzulbec for Naerdan have touch'd me: 


I took the Figure of a Jewels to know 


them more thoroughly : 1 again took 
that of Kara Mebemmet, who will not 


arrive till this Evening at the City: 1 


erected the Houſe in which thou ſupp'd 
laſt Night, and in which the pretended 
Marriage of Naerdan was celebrated. 
Go, promiſe him thy Daughter, conti- 


nu'd he with a fevere Tone; a Man of 


fuch Probity m thy Family 1s worth 
more than all the Treaſures upon Earth ; 
Naerdan will be careful of thy Son ; his 
Virtue will make thy Houſe profperous : 


Tf thou doſt not grant me fo juſt a Re- 
queſt, I will make thee repent thy Refu- 


ſal a thouſand Times a Day. Huſſend- 
giar promiſed the Genie all that he exact- 
ed from him; and the Aerial Spirit ſaid 
to him, Thou may'lt go to the Cad 
who put Naendan in Priſon, prevail upon 


bim'to come hither, and when he has ſur- 
| vey'd 
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vey'd the Place, and found it ſo different 


from what it was this Morning, he can- 


not doubt but the Adventure of Naerdan 
was an Enchantment, and thien thou 
may'ſt caſily obtain from him the Liberty 
of him who is ſo unjuſtly impriſon'd, | 


Huſſendgiar obeyed the old Man, All 
paſs'd as he had foretold. The Arrival 
of the real Kara Mebemmet, who at that 
Moment appeared on Horſeback at the 
Head of his Slaves, confirm'd the Cadi 
in the Truth of the Relation that was 
made him: He gave up the Promiſe 
which Huſſendgiar had exacted from him, 
of giving his Daughter to Naerdan. 
This tender Lover was reſtored to the 
conſtant Guzylbec, and Heaven, who had 
protected them, bleſs'd their Union with 
all imaginable Felicity. 


You ſee, my Lord, purſu'd Fa time, 


what an eager Love can inſpire to make 
itſelf be underſtood, and what it is capa- 
ble of doing in hopes of Succeſs; it even 
ſometimes hazards what it loves by an 
Exceſs of ill-plac'd Timidity. If CAN, 

15 K 2 bee 
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bec and Naerdan had ſpoke to Huſſend- 
giar, perhaps they might have touch'd 
his Heart: Naerdan might have ſtolen 
away Guzulbec: How can I ſay what 
they might have done? Every thing, 
continu'd ſhe 3 any thing better than to 
remain inactive, and n the Genie 
I know not what would have become of 


them. 


Divine Fatima, reply*d Naour, charm'd 
with the new Pleaſure he had receiv'd, I 
love to think like thee; and yet I cannot 
blame Naerdan, his Modeſty and his 
Reſerve have charm'd me: But my 
Thoughts are fix d wholly upon the Plea- 
ſures of making agreeable Diſcoveries of 
Charms in what J love. I ſuppoſe, add- 
ed he, thou wilt not ſtop at this ſingle 
Hiſtory, and that another Time—— 
Yes, Sire, interrupted Fatima, I am too 
happy in being able to amuſe you; 
but I muſt beg of you to grant me 
one Requeſt, What is it, reply'd 
Naour eagerly, what does the Sove- 
reign of my Heart, and the Pleaſure of 


my Eyes deſire ? I perceive, my Lord, 
re- 
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reply'd ſhe, that Avoucazir liſtens to me 


with an Attention that proves he loves 
theſe Kinds of Hiſtories. When they 
pleaſe us we learn them, -and I ſhould 
wiſh to hear him relate one. Fatima en- 
deavour'd to give the too modeſt Abouca- 
zir a Means of anſwering her; ſhe de- 
pended upon finding his Sentiments for 
her in ſome Strokes of his Hiſtory; and 
being unwilling to loſe this Opportunity, 
of which ſhe had given him an Example, 
ſhe preſs'd theKing to command her Lo- 
ver to ſatisfy her. I conſent to what thou 
propoleſt to me, reſum'd Naour. Abou- 


caxir in vain excuſed himſelf for ſome time; 


but the King ſaid to him as he depart- 
ed, I order thee, Tomorrow after Sup- 


per, to relate a Hiſtory ; I pardon thee 


beforehand if it does not amule us ; every 


one has not the Gift of Recital ; - thou 


wouldſt acquit thyſelf as well as Fatima 
if it was in thy Power: Aboucazir teſti- 
fy'd, by a profound Reverence, that he 
would obey ; and the next Day, after 
having been a thouſand Times reaſſur'd 
by the tender Glances of Fatima, he 
| ſpoke thus: 
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Derviſe ABOUNADAR. 


* Derviſe, venerable by his Age, 
fell ill in the Houſe of a Woman 


who had long been a Widow, and who 
liv'd in extreme Poverty in the Suburbs 
of Balſora. He was fo touch'd with the 
Care and Zeal with which ſhe had aſſiſt- 
ed him, that at his Departure he faid to 
her, I have remark'd that you have 
-wherewith to ſubſiſt upon alone, but that 
you have not Subſiſtance enough to ſhare 
it with your only Son, the young Abdal- 
la: If you will truſt him to my Care, I 
will do all that's poſſible to acknowledge 
in his Freon * Obligations I have to 


you 
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you for your Care of me. The good 
Woman received his Propoſal with Joy, 
and the Derviſe departed with the young 
Man, ad vertiſing her that they muſt per- 
form a Journey which would laſt near 
two Years. As they travell'd through 
the World, he made him live in Afflu- 
ence, gave him excellent Inſtructions, aſ- 
ſiſt d him in a dangerous Diſeaſe with 
which he was attack*d ; in fine, took the 
ſame Care of him as if he had been his 
own Son. Abdalla a hundred times teſti- 
fied his Gratitude to him for all his Boun- 
ties; but the old Man always ſaid to 
him, My Son, it is by Actions that Grati- 
tude is proved; we fhall ſee in a proper 
Time and Place whether you are ſo grate- 
ful as you ſay you are, 


One Day, as they continu'd their Tra- 
vels, they found themſelves in a folitary 
Place, and the Derviſe ſaid to Abdalla, 
My Son, we are now at the End of all 
our Journeys; I ſhall employ my Pray- 
ers to obtain from Heaven that the Earth 
may open and make -an Entrance wide 
enough to permit thee to deſcend into a 

K 4 Place 
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Place where thou wilt find one of the 
greateſt Treaſures that the Earth encloſes 
in its Boſom. Haſt thou the Courage to 
deſcend into this ſubterranean Vault, con- 


tinued he? Abdalla ſwore to him that 


he might depend upon his Obedience and 
Zeal. Then the Derviſe lighted a ſmall 
Fire, into which he caſt a Perfume; he 
read and prayed for ſome Moments, after 
which the Earth open'd, and the Derviſe 
faid to him---Thou may'ſt now enter, 


my dear Abdalla; remember that it is in 


thy Power to do me a great Service, and 
that this perhaps is the only Opportunity 
thou can'ſt ever have of teſtifying to me 
that thou art not ungrateful : Do not let 
thyſelf be dazzled by all the Riches that 
thou wilt find there; think only of ſeiz- 
ing upon an Iron Candleſtick with twelve 
Branches, which thou wilt find cloſe to a 
Door; that is abſolutely neceſſary to me; 

come up immediately and bring it to me. 

Abdalla promiſed every thing, and de- 


ſcended boldly into the Vault. But for- 
getting what had been ſo expreſsly recom- 


mended to him, whilſt he was filling his 
Veſt and his Boſom with the Gold and 
Jewels 


Jewels which this ſubterranean Vault en- 
cloſed in prodigious Heaps, the Opening 
by which he had enter'd cloſed of itſelf. 
He had however Preſence of Mind 

enough to ſeize upon the Iron Candle- 
ſtick which the Derviſe had ſo ſtrongly 


recommended to him; and tho? the Situa- 


tion he was in was moſt terrible, he did 
not abandon himſelf to Deſpair: And 


thinking only in what manner he ſhould. 


get out of a Place which might become 
his Grave, he apprehended that the Vault 
had cloſed only- becauſe he had not fol- 
lowed the Order of the Derviſe, recalled 
to his Memory the Care and Goodneſs 
he had loaded him with, reproach'd him- 
ſelf with his Ingratitude, and finiſh'd his 
Meditation by humbling; himſelf before 
God. At length, after much Pain and 
Inquietude, he was fortunate enough to 
find a narrow Paſſage which led him out 
of this obſcure Cave, tho? it was not till 


he had followed it a conſiderable Way, 


that he perceiv'd a ſmall Opening cover'd 
with Briars and Thorns, through which 
he return'd to the Light of the Sun, He 
looked on all Sides to ſee if he could 
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perceive the Derviſe, but his Pains were 
in vain; he deſigned to deliver him the 
Iron Candleſtick which he fo earneſtly 
wiſh'd for, and formed a Defign of quit- 
ting him, being rich enough with what 
he had taken of the Treaſure, to live in 

Affluence without his Aſſiſtance. 


Not perceiving the Derviſe, nor re- 
membering any of the Places through 
which they had paſſed, he went on as 
Fortune directed him, and was extremely 
aſtoniſh'd to find himſelf oppoſite to his 
Mother's Houſe, which he imagin'd he 
was at a great Diſtance from, She imme- 
diately enquir'd after the holy Derviſe. 
Abdalla told her frankly what had hap- 
pen'd to him, and the Danger he had run 
to ſatisfy his unreaſonable Deſires; he 
afterwards ſhewed her the Riches with 
which he was loaded. His Mother con- 
cluded, upon the Sight of them, that the 
Derviſe only deſign*'d to make a Trial of 
his Courage and his Obedience, and that 
they ought to make Uſe of the Happi- 
neſs which Fortune had preſented to 
them, adding, that doubtleſs ſuch was the 

bens Intention 
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Intention of the holy Derviſe. Whilſt 
they contemplated upon theſe Treaſures 
with Avidity, whilſt they were dazzled 
with the Luſtre of them, and form*d a 
thouſand Projects in conſequence of them, 
they all vaniſh'd away before their Eyes. 
It was then that Abdalla fincerely re- 
proach'd himſelf with his Ingratitude 
and his Diſobedience; and perceiving that 
the Iron Candleſtick had reſiſted the En. 
chantmegt, or rather the unjuſt Puniſh- 
ment which thoſe deſerve who do not 
execute what they promiſe, he ſaid, pro- 
ſtrating himſelf---W hat has happen'd to 
me is juſt; I have loſt what I had no 
Deſign to reſtore, and the Candleſtick 
which I intended to deliver to the Der- 
viſe remains with me; it is a Proof that 
it rightly belongs to him, and that the reſt 
was unjuſtly acquit'd. The firſt Faults 
that are committed are generally accom- 
panied by Remorſe, but is of no Dura- 
tion. As he finiſh'd theſe Words, he 
placed the Candleſtick in the midſt of 
their little Houſe. 


When the Night was come, without 
K 6 reflegting 
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reflecting upon it, he placed the Light in 


this Candleſtick, Immediately they ſaw 


a Derviſe appear, who turn'd round for 
an Hour, and diſappear*d, after having 
throwa them an Aſpre *. This Candle- 
ſtick had twelve Branches. Abdalla, who 
was meditating all the Day upon what he 
had ſeen the Night before, was willing 
to know what would happen the next 
Night, if he put a Light in each of them; 
he did ſo, and twelve Derviſes appear'd 
that Inſtant; they turned round alſo for 
an Hour, and each of them threw an 
Aſpre as they diſappear'd. He repeated 


every Day the ſame Ceremony, which 


had always the ſame Succeſs; but he 
never could make it ſucceed more than 
once in twenty-four Hours, This trifling 
Sum was enough to make his Mother 


and himſelf ſubſiſt tolerably : There was 


a Time when they would have deſired 
no more to be happy; but it was not 


conſiderable enough to change their For- 


tune: It is always dangerous for the Ima- 


gination to be fix'd upon the Idea of 


Riches, The Sight of * they had be- 
lieved 


- A ſmall Turkifs Coin, 
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lieved they ſhould poſſeſs, the Projects 
they had form'd for the Employment of 
it, all theſe Things had: left ſuch pro- 
found Traces in the Mind of Abda/la, 
that nothing could efface them. There- 


fore ſeeing the ſmall Advantage they drew 


from the Candleſtick, he reſolv'd to carry 
it back to the Derviſe, in hopęs that he 
might obtain of him the Treaſure he had 
ſeen, or at leaſt find again the Riches 


which had vaniſh'd from their Sight, by 


reſtoring to him a Thing for which he 
had teſtified ſo earneſt a Deſire. He was 
ſo fortunate as to have remember'd his 
Name, and that of the City where he 
inhabited. He departed then immediately 
to repair to Magrebi, bid Farewell to his 
Mother, and took his Journey with hisCan- 

dleſtick, which he lighted every Night, 
and which by that means furniſh'd him with 


what was neceſſary on the Road, without 


needing to implore the Aſſiſtance and the 
Compaſſion of the Faithful. When he 
was arrived at Magrebi, his firſt Care was 
to enquire in what Houſe, or in what 
Convent Abounadar was lodg'd; he was 
ſo well known that every body told him 

his 
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his Habitation. He repair'd thither direct- 
ly, and found fifty Porters who kept the 
Gate of his Houſe ; who had each a Staff, 
with a Head of Gold in their Hands: 
The Court of this Palace was filled with 
Slaves and Domeſticks; in fine, the Re- 
ſidence of a Prince could not expoſe to 
View greater Magnificence. Abdalla, 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſnment and Admira- 
tion, could not determine himſelf to go 
on farther. Certainly, thought he, I either 
explain'd myſelf wrong, or thoſe to 
whom I addreſſed myſelf _ defign'd to 
make a Jeſt of me, ſeeing that I was a 
Stranger; this is not the Habitation of a 
Derviſe, it is that of a King. He was in 
this Embarraſs when a Man approach'd 
him, and faid to him, Abdalla, thou art 
welcome; my Maſter, Abounadar, has 
long expected thee: He then conducted 
him to an agreeable and magnificent Pa- 
villion, where the Derviſe was ſeated. 
Aodatla, ſtruck with the Riches that he 
beheld on all Sides, would have pro- 
ſtrated himſelf at his Feet; but Abounadar 
prevented him, and interrupted him when 


he would have made a Merit of the 
Candleſtick. 
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Candleſtick which he preſented to him: 
Thou art but an ungrateful] Wretch, ſaid 
he to him; doſt thou imagine thou can*ft 
impoſe upon me? I am not ignorant of 
any one of thy Thoughts, and if thou 
hadſt known the Value of this Candle- 
ſtick, never wouldſt thou have brought it 
to me: I will make thee ſenſible of its 
true Uſe. Immediately he placed a Light 
in each of its Branches; and when the 
twelve Derviſes had turned for fome 
time, Abounadar gave each of them a 
Blow with a Cane, and in a Moment they 
were converted into twelve large Heaps 
of Sequins,. Diamonds, and other Pre- 
cious Stones, This, ſaid he, is the pro- 
per Uſe to be made of this marvellous 
Candleſtick, As to me, I never deſir'd 
it but to place it in my Cabinet as a Taliſ- 
man compoſed by a Sage whom I revere, 
and am pleaſed to expoſe ſometimes to 
' thoſe who come to viſit me: And to 
prove to thee, added he, that Curioſity 
was the only Occaſion of my Search for 


it, here are the Keys of my Magazines, 


open them, and thou may'ſt judge of my 
Riches; thou ſhalt tell me whether - 
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moſt inſatiable Miſer would not be ſatis- 
fied with them. Abdalla obeyed him, and 
examin'd twelve Magazines of great Ex- 
tent, ſo full of all manner of Riches, 
that he could not diſtinguiſh what merited 
his Admiration moſt, they all deſerved 
.and produced his Defires. The Regret 
of having reſtor*d the Candleſtick, and 
that of not having found out the Uſe of 
it, pierc'd the Heart of Abdalla. Abou- 

nadar ſeemed not to perceive it; on the 

contrary, he loaded him with Careſſes, 
kept him ſome Days in his Houſe, and 
commanded him to be treated as himſelf. 
When he was at the Eve of the Day 
which he had fix'd for his Departure, he 
ſaid to him--- Abdalla, my Son, I believe, 
by what has happen'd to thee, thou art 
corrected of the frightful Vice of Ingra- 
titude; however, J owe thee a Mark of 
my Gratitude for having undertaken ſo 
long a Journey with a View of bringing 
me the Thing I had deſir'd; thou may'ſt 
depart, I ſhall detain thee no longer; 
thou ſhalt find To-morrow at the Gate of 
my Palace one of my Horſes to carry 


thee; I make thee a Preſent of it, as 
well 
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well as of a Slave, who ſhall conduct to 
thy Houſe two Camels loaded with Gold 
and Jewels, which thou ſhale chuſe thy- 
ſelf out of my Treaſures. Abaalla ſaid 
to him all that a Heart fenſible to Ava- 
rice could expreſs, when its Paſſion was 
ſatisfied, and went to lay down till the 
Morning arrived which was fix'd for his. 
* 


Dai the Night he was ſtill a | 
without being able to think of any thing 
but the Candleſtick, and what it had pro- 
duced, I had it, faid he, fo long in my 
Power; Abounadar without me had ne- 
ver been the Poſſeſſor of it: What Riſques 
did I not run in the ſubterranean Vault? 
Why does he now poſſeſs this Treaſure of 
Treaſures? Becauſe I had the Probity, 
or rather the Folly, to bring it back to 
him, he profits by my Labours, and the 
Dangers I have incurred in fo long a 
Journey. And what does he give me in 
Return? Two Camels loaded with Gold 
and Jewels; in one Moment the Candle- 
Rick will furniſh him with ten times as 
much. It is Abounadakwho is ungrateful, 


laid 
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faid he, what Wrong fhall I do him in 
taking this Candleſtick? None certainly. 
Far he is rich, and what do I poſſeſs? 
Theſe Ideas determin'd him. At length, 
to 'make al] pollivle Attempts to ſeize 
upon the Candleſtick, the Thing was not 
difficult, Abounadar having truſted him 
with the Keys of his Magazines. He 
knew where the Candleſtick was-placed, 
he ſeiz'd upon it, hid it at the Bottom of 
one of the Sacks which he filled with 
Pieces of Gold, and other Riches which 
he was allowed to take, and loaded it as 
well as all the reſt upon his Camels. He 
had no other Eagerneſs now than for his 
Departure; and after having haſtily bid 
Adieu to the generous Abounadar, he de- 
liver'd him his Keys, and departed with 
his Horſe, his Slave, and his two Camels, 


When he was ſome Days Journey 
from Balſora, he ſold his Slave, reſolving 
not to have a Witneſs of his former Po- 
verty, nor of the Source of his preſent 
Riches. He bought another, and arriv'd 
without any Obſtacle at his Mother's, 


whom he would ſcarce look upon, fo 
| | much 
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much was he taken up with his Treaſure. 
His firſt Care was to place the Loads of 
the Camels and the Candleſtick in the 
molt private Room of the Houſe; and 
in his Impatience to feed his Eyes with 
his great Opulence, he placed Lights 
immediately in the Candleſtick :* The 
twelve Derviſes appearing, he gave each 
of them a Blow with a Cane with all his 
Strength, leſt he ſhould be failing in the 
Laws of the Taliſman : But he had not 

remarked that Abounadar when he ſtruck 
them had the Cane in his left Hand. Ab- 
dalla, by a natural Motion, made Uſe of 
his Right; and the Derviſes, inſtead of 
becoming Heaps of Riches, immediately 
drew from beneath their Robes, each a 
formidable Club, with which they ſtruck 
him ſo hard and fo long, that they leſt 
him almoſt dead, and diſappear'd, carry- 
ing with them all his Treaſure, the 
Camels, the Horſe, the Slave, and the 
Candleſtick. 


It was thus, my Lord, that Abaa/la 
was puniſh'd by Poverty, and almoſt by 
Death, for his immeaſurable Ambition, 

| | which 
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which perhaps might have been pardon- 
able, if it had not been accompanied by 
an Ingratitude as wicked as it was auda- 
cious, ſince he had not ſo much as the 
Reſource of being able to conceal his 
Perfidies from the too piercing Eyes of 
ie Bene factor. | 


Naour appear'd fatisfied with this Hi- 
ſtory, and ſaid to Aboucazir, that it had | 
given him the more Pleaſure, as it was 
an Example of the juſt Chaſtiſement ot 
the blackeſt of Crimes, too common 
amongſt Men, and which nothing could 
ever render excuſable. 


Fatima was too much intereſted in this 
| Hiſtory, not to ſpeak her Opinion. She 
perceiv'd herſelf to be meant under the 
Allegory of the Treaſure, the Poſition of 
which could not but be defii'd ; ſhe 
doubted not but ſhe was precious in the 
Eyes of Aboucazir ; but in the Deſcrip- 
tion he had given of the Ingratitude of 
Abdaila, ſhe had but too plainly per- 
ceiv'd, for her Happineſs, the Timidity 
of her Lover; his Fidelity to his Maſter 

was 
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was not what gave her the moſt Diſquiet, 
and the laſt Words he had ſpoke plainly 
convinced, that he was leſs concerned to 
think he ſhould betray him, than he was 
left he ſhould not decerve him, 


I agree, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, that the 
Hiſtory which has been related to us is 
as agreeable as the Moral is juſt, but I 
cannot forbear perceiving that Aboucazir 
deſign'd it as a Criticiſm upon mine. I 
had blim'd in Naerdan that Timidity 
which a wrong-underſtood Gratitude in- 
ſpires, and which had almoſt coſt him his 
own Happineſs, and that of the Perſon 
whom he lov'd. Aboucaziy would be in 
the wrong to imagine that I deſign'd to 
make a Virtue of Ingratitude; I think 
ſo differently, that that of Abda/la does 
not ſeem to me to be puniſh*d enough; 
that is a Defect in his Hiſtory. Intereſt, 
which in itſelf can never be the Object 
of Virtue, can ſtill leſs excuſe Vice. What 
Love ſometimes engages us to do, ought 
to be leſs ſeverely condemn d. It renders 
the Guilcy too rauch to be pitied, and the 


whole World in this Caſe is intereſted in 
uſing 
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| uling Indulgence. Abdalla might, conti- 
| nued ſhe, by attaching himſelf to the © 
* Derviſe, have ſhared his Riches, and been | 
i happy; it was a Folly to attempt to de- 
|: ceive him, that Art and Addreſs ought 

| to be left to Lovers, to whom alone they 

| are permitted; they know ſo well how 

to make Uſe of them, that they can de- 
ceive the moſt watchful. 


Aboucazir caſt down his Eyes to avoid 
a Glance which the King ſurpriz'd, but 
| which did not open his Eyes; however 
i it agitated- him, and his Mind being loſt 
| in Reflections, which were totally new 
and unknown to him, he ſaid he would 
retire, but he made Fatima promiſe firſt 
that ſhe would relate a Hiſtory which 
might prove what ſhe had advanc'd 
and the next Evening after Supper, the 
King having eaſily recover*d the flight | 
en of Jealouſy he had . 
ihe related 1 it thus: 
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K r 
OF THE 
TR 7 #0 


Nan Suleiman, when he aſcended 
the Throne, declared the Griffin, who 


inhabited Mount XJ, the Sovereign of 


the Birds, Tho' this intelligent Creature 
had ſeventeen hundred Species of Birds 
ſubjected to her, ſhe remained ſtill in the 
Service of this Prince, and came every 
Morning to pay her Court to him. 


The Griffin was one Day preſent at a 
Diſpute, or rather at a Conference, which 
the Doctors of the Law held in Purſuance 

| of 
_ Solomen is thus named by all the People of the 
Eaſt. 
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of Suleiman. There was one who faid 
that no one could reſiſt the Decrees of 
God. The Griffin, amaz'd at this Pro- 
poſition, interrupted him, and ſaid with 
a loud Voice, I maintain that I can pre- 
vent what God has decreed. The Doc- 
tors in vain repreſented 'to her the Folly 
and the Impiety of what the advanced; 
and God, who heard her, reſolved to ſce 
what was her Project, and what Meaſure 
the Griffin would take to prevent what 
he had deter min'd ;--I decree, ſaid he, that 
the Daughter of the King of the Weſt 
ſhall be married to the Son of the King 
of the Eaſt. Go, ſaid be to Gabriel, 
make my Intentions known to Suleiman, 


we ſhall ſee what the Griffin will contrive 


to prevent this Marriage. Suleiman in- 
formed the Griffin of the Decree of God, 
and again remonſtrated to her the Folly 


of her-Enterprize; but ſhe ſtill perſiſted 


in her Opinion, and ſaid that ſhe would 
find Means to hinder the Marriage. I 
inform thee then, continued the Empe- 
ror, that the Queen of the Weſt has this 
Moment laid in of a Daughter, who is 
deſtin'd for the Son of the Emperor of 
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the Eaſt, The Griffin immediately took 
its Flight, without finding any to join 
in her Sentiment but the Owl. She was 
the only Bird who aſferted that the Griffin 
would ſucceed in her Project. She tra- 
vers'd the Air with the greateſt Rapidity, 
ſoon arrived in the Weſt, and looked 
about for ſome time to find where the 
little Princeſs was kept: At length ſhe 
perceived her in her Cradle ſurrounded 
by her Nurſes. She darted from the Sky 
upon that Place; the Women who ſur- 
rounded her took their Flight, and ſhe 
took away the Princeſs without any 
Obſtacle, and carried her to the Moun- 
tain of Raf, upon which her Neſt was 
placed. This Griffin was a Female; every 
Night ſhe gave her ſuck; and her Milk 
was ſo good, that ſhe was ſoon in a Con- 
dition to be wean'd. She enjoy'd per- 
petual Health, and grew as tall as ſhe was 
beautiful. The Griffin herſelf ſpar'd no 
Pains to give her a proper Education, 
both by teaching her to read and write, 
and by converſing with her upon the 
Subjects ſne order'd her to read. The 
Princeſs, who look'd upon her as her 
Mother, obey'd her implicitly, and ſpent 
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the whole Day as ſhe commanded in the 
Solitude of her Neſt; for the Griffin 
continued to go every Morning to Sulei- 
man to perform what Service that Prince 
exacted from her. Indeed ſne returned 
every Night to converſe with her dear 
little Girl, and to ſup with her. She arriv'd 

at length at the Age of being married; 
and it was at that Time when the Son of 
the King of the Weſt took Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne, which by lis F ather” 8 Dearh 

was left to him. 79 19 


This Prince had ah a Paſſion for 
Hunting, that he let no Day paſs with- 
out taking that Diverſion; but at length 


being tired with hunting always in the 


Fame Place, and after the ſame Animals, 
he faid to his Viſiers, Let us embark, and 
go to ſeek out ſome diſtant Places where 
"we may hunt what may be new to us; 


during our Abſence we hall give this 


Country Leiſure to be again-repleniſh*d 
with Game. The Viſiers anſwer'd him; 
Prince, it is your's to order, our's to exe- 
cute your Commands. They immediately 


cauſed ſmall Veſſels to be prepar'd, that 
might more eaſily put to Land. The 


young 
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young King embark'd with his Courtiers 
= and his Viers, and ſet ſail. As he had 
no determined View, all Winds were 
ſuitable to him. After having hunted in 


ſeveral Iflands where his little Fleet caſt 
Anchor, there aroſe ſo furious a Tem- 
peſt, that all his Veſſels were either ſunk 
or feparated from him; but by the Per- 
miſſion of God, that Veſſel alone in 
which the Prince Was, arrived at the Foot 
of the Mountain of Kaf. Some of his 
Officers followed him aſhore, and were 
extremely ſurprized to find the Country 
uninhabited, and to perceive nothing but 
dreadful Mountains and Precipices. Yet, | 
notwithſtanding the Barrenneſs of the 
Climate, they began to hunt, The Prince, 
without Reflection, parted from them, 
and loſt himſelf. He went for ſome time 
as Chance directed him; at length he 
perceiv d a Tree which ſurpriz d him by 
its Bigneſs, four hundred Men not being 
5 able to embrace it; its Height was pro- 
ortionable to the Circumference of its 
0 and it was with equal Aſtoniſh» 
ment that he diſcover'd a Neſt upon this 
Tree, It was ſeveral Stories high, and 
4 L 2 its 


— 
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its Extent ſurpaſſed that of the largeſt 
Caſtle. It was form'd by Beams and 
Planks of Cedar, Santal Wood, and all 
thoſe Woods whoſe Qdour renders them 
celebrated. The young Prince examin'd . 
with the greateſt Attention theſe Prodi- 
gies of Art and Nature, when he per- 
ceived through a Receſs or Interval that 
was left between the Wood which form'd 
this marvellous Neſt, a young Perſon 
ſtill more marvellous. She was not long 
before ſhe perceiv'd him alſo, After hav- 
ing looked upon one another for ſome 
Moments without being able to ſpeak a 
Word, they were both ſo equally ſur- 
priz'd and charm'd, (God permitting them 
to underſtand each other's Language) the 
Prince cried out---Oh! Sun of Beauty, 
what can you do. in a Habitation ſo un- 
worthy of your Charms! Alas! faid ſhe, 
I paſs the Days alone, and the Nights 
with my Mother. She is in the Service 
of Suleiman, added ſhe. The Prince fell 
from one Aſtoniſhment into another; but 
it was increaſed, when ſhe told him her 
Mother had Wings, and that the Moun- 
tain upon which they were, was called the 


— 
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Mountain of X/, ſo celebrated in the 
World, and ſo little frequented, The 
Prince, on his. ſide, informed her how a 
happy Accident had conducted him to 
her. The young Princeſs, whilſt he in- 
formed her of his Deſtiny, faid within 
herſelf.- This young Man is of my own 
Specie, he reſembles me; how pleas'd 1 
ſhould be to live with him! My Mother 
is not ſo happy as to be form'd like us, 
and her Figure is not half ſo handſome, 
It is true, continu'd ſhe, but ſhe has 
Wings. Oh! if I had ſo I would ſoon 
be at his Side, never to part from him 
again. After this tender Reflection, ſle 
ſaid to him, Could not you fin | a Me- 
thod of aſcending into the Neſt? We 
might converſe with more Eaſe. Alas I 
cannot, reply*d the Prince; if the th h 
was poſſible, ſhould I have waited till 
you had made the Propoſition! Should 
I have let you prevent me! As I am 
doubtful, reply'd the Princeſs, whether 
my Mother would be pleaſed with your 
being with me, I believe I have found a 
Means of ſeeing you unknown to her. 


L3 You 
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FP You ſee, my Lord, ſaid Fatima, inter- 
rupting herſelf, and caſting a pleaſing, 
Glance upon the timid Aboucazir, to en- 
gage him to be more enterprizing z you 
ſee, ſaid ſhe, that the Sentiments of Love 
naturally inſpire Addreſs even into thoſe 
who are leaſt form'd by the World. The 
Prince, continued Fatima, aſk'd the Prin. 
ceſs what Method ſhe had thought of : 
There are none, ſaid he, that I would not 
make Uſe of to be able to ſee you, and 
to adore you. Jam charm'd, faid ſhe to 
him, to find your Sentiments ſo conform- 
able to my own; empty the Body of this 
Camel that you fee ſome Steps from you, 
continued ſhe, it is uſt dead ; the Sun: 
will ſoon have dried it, and you may 
ſtrew it with all the odoriferous Plants 
that ſurround you, and afterwards encloſe 
yourſelf within ie in ſuch a manner as. 
not to be perceived z EF will defire my 
Mother to bring it to me to examine the 
Structure of it, I am certain ſhe will not 
refuſe me, and Tomorrow Morning her 
Departure will give us all the Liberty we 
can deſire. All this paſs'd as ſhe had 


Faced, and on — being in the 
| Neſt, 
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Neſt, nothing could prevent them from 
paſſing the moſt happy Moments toge- 
ther. When the Mother was returning to 
her Neſt, they eaſily perceiv'd her at a 
Diſtance, and the Prince immediately re- 
enter'd his Camel, reſolving not to leave 
it till after her Departure. 

In the mean time, the Princeſs became 
with Child; and when ſhe was ready to 
Jay in, God again commanded the Angel 
Gabriel to inſtruct Suleiman of it, He 
immediately cauſed the Griffin to be cal- 
led, and aſk'd her if ſhe had prevented 
the Marriage of the King of the Eaſt 
with the Daughter of the King of the 
Weſt. Without doubt, replied ſhe; the 
Princeſs has been long in my Power; 1 
defy any Perſon to have approach'd her; 
ſhe is in my Neſt upon the Mountain of 
Kif, that is Aſſurance enough to you that 
ſhe has ſeen no Creature but myſelf. Go, 
fetch her this Moment, returned the Prince, 


J will ſee her, and judge by my own 


Eyes whether thou doſt not impoſe upon 
me. The Griffin conſented to it with Joy; 


and Suleiman, that he might be certain 
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he was not deceived, gave Orders to two 
other large Birds to accompany her, and 
give him an Account of her Conduct, 


The Birds departed, and Suleiman 
cauſed a Divan to be aſſembled, com- 
poſed of almoſt his whole Court, and 
all the Doctors of the Law, to be Wit- 
neſs of what was to happen. The young 
Princeſs happily heard the Noiſe that the 
Birds made in their Flight; and was 

much aſtoniſh'd at it, for her Mother 
never before returned at that - Hour: She 
had only Time to make the Prince re- 
tire, who was converſing with her, and 
to hide him haſtily in the Camel. How- 
ever, without mentioning the Fright ſhe 
had been in, ſhe could not forbear ſhew- 
ing her Mother the Surprize ſhe was in 
at her ſudden Return, and with the Arri- 
val of the two Birds which accompanied 
her. My Daughter, Szleiman demands 
thee, replied the Griffin, we muſt depart 
this Inſtant : I came for to take thee and 
convey thee to his Court, The Princeſs 
aſtoniſn'd, but ſtill more alarm'd for her 
Lover, whom ſhe could not abandon, 

| preſerv'd 
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preſerv'd her Judgment ſtill, and ſaid to 


her, How have you reſolv'd my Mo- 


ther to convey me? I ſhall carry thee up- 
on my Back; reply'd the Griffin. But in 
traverſing ſo many Seas and Mountains, 
reply'd ſhe, my Head will certainly be 
giddy ; the Sight of ſo many different 
Objects, and the Rapidity with which 
you fly, will inevitably. make me fall; 
my Death is certain, and 4 can never re- 
ſolve to travel in that Manner ; Rather 
put me into the Body of this Camel, add- 
ed ſhe, I will cloſe myſelf up in it; I 
| ſhall ſee no Object, by conſequence I ſhall 
run no Riſque: The Griffin applauded 
this Thought, and was pleas'd with her 
Daughter for the Imagination and the 
Senſe that ſhe ſhewed ; the Princeſs pla- 
ced herſelf in the Camel, where the Prince 
waited with extreme Inquietude for the 
Concluſion of a Converſation ſo intereſts 


ing to his Miſtreſs and to himſelf, The 


Griffin took them up, and the Hiſtory 
aſſures us, that the Princeſs upon the Way 


lay in of a Son. 


When the Birds were arriv*d before 
L 5 Su. 
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Suleiman, who waited for them in the 
midſt of his Divan, he order'd the Grif- 
fin to open the Camel herſelf.; ſhe did fo, 
when immediately ſhe ſaw the Prince and 
the Princeſs with her Child in. her Arms. 
Is it thus, ſaid Suleiman to her, that thou. 
preventeſt the Decrees of God? Shame, 
Sorrow, and the immoderate Laughter 
of the whole Divan, gave the utmoſt 
Confuſion and Affright to the Griffin: 
She took her Flight, and from that Time 
has never left the Mountain of RA. Su- 
leiman demanded where the OwI was who 
had approved the Reſolution and Enter- 
prize of the Griffin; but ſhe had been ſo 
wiſe as to retire, and from that Time has 
never inhabited but in ſolitary Places, nor 
ever + r but by Night. 


'You muſt agree, my Lord, purſued: 
Fatima, addreſſing herſelf to the King, 
but at the ſame time looking upon Abou- 
cazir with.E.yes which at that Moment 
diſcover'd her whole Soul, and ſaid to 
him, profit by my Inſtructions. This 
Look was accompanied with a Smile ſo 
agreeable, that it filPd the Air with Ho- 
I I ney- 
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ney and Perfunies. Aboucazir, on his 
ide, return'd her a Glance ſo eager, and 
which expreſs'd his. Deſires with ſo much 
Paſſion, that Fatima was intirely confu- 
ſed; and her Eyes half cloſed by Ten- 
derneſs and Pleaſure, were yet open 
enough to ſpeak to make themſelves un- 
derſtood, and to penetrate his Heart, 
All theſe things, ſo difficult to be de- 
ſcrib'd, and 6 ug to write, are as quick 
a Lightni ng in a real Love. 


Naour was ſenſible of the Force of 
them, and felt it ſtrongly ; but he knew 
| howto calm the Appearances of his Jea- 
louſy ; and without interrupting her, ful- 
ly convinc'd as he was, he liſten*d calm- 
ly in Appearance to Fatima, who faid, 
You muſt agree, then, my Lord, that 
nothing is impoſlible to two Lovers who 
have a mutual Paſſion. Aboucazir, who 
perceived the Emotion which appeared 
in the Eyes of the King, whatever Pains 
he took to conceal it, endeavour?d to fay 
ſomething that might give his Imagina- 
tion another Turn: Permit me, my Lord, 
ſaid he, not to approve what Fatima 
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has now related. Follow me, ſaid Naour, 
coldly, and immediately went out, with- 
out looking upon Fatima, that Fatima 


to whom he had always ſo many things 


to tay. 


| Thoſe Sentiments that are the moſt 
carefully concealed, acquire by that only 
the more Vivacity ; Words ſeem only 
to exhale and to diminiſh them. Naour, 
tho* he was ſilent, was not leſs reſolv'd 
to break off all Commerce with his un- 
faithful Miſtreſs, and to revenge himſelf 
of Fer Perfidy, The Conſtraint which 
he impoſed upon himſelf for a few Mo- 
ments, had no other Motive but the 
Shame of appearing jealous. | 


3 Navur was retir'd into his A- 
partment, he abandoned himſelf to all 
the Troubles and all the Horrors of Jea- 
louſy, His Confidence deceiv'd; his 
being depriv*d of what in ſpite of him- 
ſelf he lov'd; thoſe violent Emotions, 
which continually ſucceeded each other 
in his Breaft ; that cruel Agitation of the 
Mind, which render'd it incapable of 
any 
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any Idea, but that of an Object, which, 
at once, he loved and hated. thoſe alter- 


nate Projects of Vengeance and Forgive- 


neſs, and thatWeakneſs which he ſtrong- 


ly reproach'd himſelf with; all theſe tor- | 


mented this unfortunate King, who, in 
one Inſtant, from the moſt happy Man 
upon Earth, had been nn into 
the moſt miſerable. 


However, not to act with Precipita- 
tion, and to make uſe of that Prudence 


which was ſo natural to him, he was Tha 


ſolv'd to conſult his Viſter, upon; 
Puniſhment he ſhould prepare fo 
Guilty, His Self-Love, humbled by 
the Behaviour of Fatima, reſolv'd at leaſt 
to make itſelf amends by a Patience 
which ſeem'd difficult to be practis'd. 


As ſoon as the Sun had planted his 
white dazzling Standard, and the Night, 
that Queen of the Stars, was retir'd, the 
King aſcended his Throne, and ſevere 


upon himſelf, as he was upon all Man- 
kind, notwichſtanding the Confuſton of 


his Soul, he would not fail in any Duty 
he 


the 
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kes had impoſed upon himſelf, and cauſ- 
ed it to be proclaimed as uſual, that all 
his Subjects might have Recourſe to his 
Juſtice, It may be ſuppoſed, that all 
thoſe who had then Recourſe to him, if 
they did not meet with Injuſtice, at leaſt 
felt, by the Severity of his Judgments, the 
Anger which at that Moment animated 
him againſt Human Nature in general. 
The jealous Man ſeparates himſelf from 5 
the reſt of Mankind, and from the Tri- 
- bunal which he erects within himſelf, e 
looks upon them all as his Enemies; a 
Knowledge of the Paſſions, when the Fu- 
ry of them is diſſipated, leaves only a 
gentle Impreſſion in the Soul, which 
gives an Inclination to Indulgence for 
chaſe who are. ſtill plung'd in thoſe Er- 
rors, of which we are cured. But Na- 
our was far from that happy Calm which 
diſpoſes the Mind to Philoſophy; Philo- 
| ſophy, which alone can make a Man 
1 the Maſter of himſelf in ſuch Circum- | 
| ſtances, and engage him to deſpiſe and to 
i forgive thole who have offended, th.” | 


1 When N had faldlld 3 270g 
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and proper Duty of a King, the exer- 


ciling Juſtice himſelf in Perſon, he re- 
main'd alone with his Viſier, whom he 
had long look'd upen as his Friend, His. 
Prudence had more than once adviſed 
him not to declare this Affair to his Mi- 
niſter, and to truſt wholly to himſelf up- 


on the Choice of his Revenge. But be- 


ing unable to conta in his Anger any lon- 
ger, and perhaps hoping to find ſome 
Relief in the Confeſſion of his Pain, and 
his Jealouſy giving him the more Agony 
by his concealing it, he made his Viſier 
an intire Confidant of what had paſs'd, 
and finiſh'd his Diſcourſe by demanding, 


his Advice. The Vifier advis'd him, 


without Heſitation, to put Aboucazir and 
Fatima to Death. Their Can 
only to conſider in what Fan: 
ſhould ſatisfy the Vengeance they 


ſolved upon; they agreed at length, that 


they would the next Day give them a. 
Dravghe of Poiſon. 675 


Naur Mlieving' it an Act of Juſtice, 
was uneaſy at deferring his Vengeance 
ſo long; but Time was neceſſary to pre- 


Pare 
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pare this fatal Draught; they muſt find 
a Method of giving it unperceiv'd; and 
the King, who wiſh'd to ſave Appear- 
ances ſolely to conceal his Shame and his 
Diſhonour, was obliged to conſent to it. 
They promis'd a mutual Secrecy to pre- 
ſer ve the Reputation of the Prince: When 
Secrets of this Nature are divulg'd, they 
augment that Repentance, which ought 
only to be raiſed by the Crime that occa- 

fon'd them. 


The Viſier when he quitted Naour re- 
turn'd home: His firſt Care was to ſee. 

his only Daughter, whom he lov'd to 
Exceſs: The Melancholly which he re- 
mark?*d upon her Face afflicted him, and 
Inquietude immediately ſeized upon his 
Heart. He deſir'd to know the Cauſe 
of her Diſquiet, and ſhe inform'd him 
that ſhe came from the Harem of the King, 
and that Fatima had treated her with a 
Contempt, of which, unfortunately, all 
the other Women were Witneſſes. The 
Viſiter piqu'd at the Inſult offer'd to his 
Daughter, and hurried away by a blind 
Fondneſs, the Effects of which are of- 
ten 
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den as dangerous as the greateſt Hatred, 
forgot the Importance of the Secret which 
his Maſter had confided to him, and ſaid 
to her, Comfort thyſelf, 'my Child; the 
Roſe of her Life will ſoon be faded, and 
the Nameof Fatima muſt, &er long, be 
effaced from the Regiſter of the Living. 
The Curioſity of his Daughter, heighten'd 
by a Speech ſo uncommon, and to her 
ſo incomprehenſible, induc'd her to put 
ſeveral Queſtions to her Father, and to- 
conjure him to unravel the Myſtery to 
her. Could he doubt, ſhe faid, of the 


Safety of a Secret that was intruſted to 
her, and of a Secret which might intereſt _ 


the Honour and the Life of a Father who 
was ſo dear to her! In fine, ſhe us'd ſuch 
perſwalive Arguments, that the Viſier not 


only own'd to her all that had paſſed, but 
alſo the Vengeance which the King had 


reſolv'd upon. The Daughter of the Vi- 
fier, tranſported with Toy, (for Revenge 
is but too commonly the darling Paſſion 
of Womankind) a thouſand times thank*d 


her Father, promiſing that even for her 


own Eaſe, ſhe would certainly keep a Se- 
cret of ſuch great Conſequence. Her Fa- 
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ther quitted her, pleas'd with th: having 
made her eaſy, and went to attend the 
Buſineſs of his important Employment, 
He was ſcarce gone from her when Fa- 
tima herſelf, ſtruck with the Remem- 
| wrance of the Behaviour that the Reveries 
of her Paſſion had made her uſe to the 
Daughter of the Viſier, ſent one of the 
Officers of the Palace, to make her Ex- 
cuſes to her for what had paſſed. The 
Compliment was not finiſn'd, before ſhe 
interupted him, ſaying, The whole 
World will agree, that the Contempt I 
have ſuffer'd, can never be repaired, and 
that it deſerves to be puniſh'd ; however, 
it gives me but little Uneaſineſs, ſince ſhe 
cannot long boaſt that ſhe has uſed -me 
ill, and her Death will be ſufficient. Re- 
venge to me. The Officer of the Palace 
appear'd charm'd at this News, and ſaid 
to her, How pleaſing is'your Diſcourle ! 
My Heart leapt for Joy at the Hope you 
gaveit. When ſhall we be happy enough 
to ſee the King capable of ſo firm a Re- 
ſolution? But he is too much prejudic'd 
in favour of Fatima, added he, If you 
dave Steadineſs enough to keep a Secret, 
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reſum'd the Daughter of the Viſier, 1 
would inform you of the whole Detail of 
an Affair, which JI have ſcarce recover*d 
myſelf from, it ſurpriz*d- me to that De- 
gree. The Officer promiſed her even 
more than ſhe exacted from him; and ſhe 
immediately eas'd her Heart. He was 
no ſooner inform'd of it, than he went 
directly to Fatima, and related to her 
what he had been told: His Attachment 
for her, the Obligations he had to her, 
and the Friendſhip he had long held with 
Aboucazir, engag*d him not to loſe % 

Moment to inform them of i it. 


18 Ho different would be the Life of 
Courts, if Falſhood and Indiſcretion were 
never employ'd, but thus to oblige and to 
preſerve a Friend! Fatima was extreme- 
ly ſurpriz'd when ſhe heard this dread- 
ful News; ſhe could have ſworn, at all 
Lovers imagine, that ſhe had conducted 
herſelf ſo well, that the King could not 
have perceived the leaſt Hint of it. But 
the News was ſo poſitive, and the Detail 
fo convincing, that conſidering nothing 


but the Misfortune that threatened her, 
CEE ihe 
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ſhe knew how to ſpeak to the Officer 
with ſuch Inſinuation and Addreſs, that 
ſhe engag'd him to conduct Aboucazir 
into his Apartment. He repair'd thither 
diſguis'd as a Slave; the Converſation 

was long and intereſting. What will 
not Love undertake, when alarm'd by 
the Danger of what it loves? Love 
himſelf ſeem'd to facilitate their Projects; 

they ſucceeded ſo well, that they rais'd 
the Malecontents, a Race of People that 
are to be found in all Governments, even 
the moſt juſt. Aboucazir and Fatima 
then join'd their Friends to the Diſcon- 
tented; and that very Night, Naour and 
his Viſier, who were far from being up- 
on their Guard, were inhumanly maf- 
lacred. 


 *Twas very well done, cry'd Hud- 
jade; what Buſineſs had he to be ſo pru- 
dent, and to go and ask Advice of a Vi- 
fier. Thoſe who are ſo deſirous of uſe- 
leſs Counſel, never ask it when it is neceſ- 
tary. It is true, Sire, reply'd Morad- 
bat, but if the Exceſs of Prudence is a 
Defect, the Danger and the Crimes of a 

| | Wo- 


Woman, who ſtrays from her Duty, are 
{till more conſiderable. They are not all 
like thee, reſum'd: Hudjadge, with a gra- 
cious Look, which he had not-put on 
perhaps for twenty ' Years before; and 
our Fathers rightly found out, continu'd 
he, that they cannot be kept too ſtrictly 
nor too confin'd. Tis enough for To- 
day, added he, you may go all and re- 
poſe yourſelves, and be here Tomorrow 
exactly at the Hour appointed. We ſhall 
certainly be here, reſum'd Moradbat, and 
Sire, I ſhall have the Honour to relate to 
you a Mogul Hiſtory, It does not ſignify 
what Country, ſaid he. I hope, purſu'd 
the beautiful Daughter of Fitead, that it 


will amuſe your Majeſty. This modeſt 


Hope of Meradbak, perhaps, was only 

the Confidence of an Author, The Rea- 

der will be a better judge than ſhe was, 
and even than th& Sultan. 


The End of the Fi RT VoLuME, 
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18 > imagin'd, dür for the beter 
underſtanding of a Paſſage in the 
Hiſtory of the King of Cachemire, and 
to ſatisfy the Curioſity of the Reader up- 
on a Cuſtom of the Eaſt, it may be ne- 
ceſſary to give a Liſt of ſome Mane or 
Salams, which are common Preſents, and 
at the ſame time, Signs which the Lo- 
vers agree upon to deceive the Vigilance 
of thoſe who oppoſe their Felicity. 


The Per/ians are more accuſtom'd to 
make uſe of Flowers than Colours, and 


the Manner in which they are ranged, 
ſerves them to the ſame Purpoſe, and we 
have many Examples of it in Books 
gather'd from that Nation; but we have 


not yet in our Language had any Men- 


tion of the Ma, and I have not ſeen 


any of them related, but in the Travels 


of La Motraye. 
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OF SOME 


Mane, Salams, or Dumb Bil 


| let-doux. 


N Y Thing Hue; Lam charm'd with 
thee, The Lighter the Silk, or 
the Stuff that is ſent, the Rtrenger is the 
Expreſſion. | 
A Pearl; Thou deceiveſt Gp, chow: art 
bur unfaithful. - 
Maſtich ; I eee e Maid. 
Ginger ; My Heart burns only for thee. 
Aloes Wood ; Oh ſweet Remedy * my 
Heart! | 
A Grape; Delight of my Eyes. 
Lead; My Love is fixd on thee... 
Thread; May my Princeſs know pr I 
am her Lover. 
Myrtle; May Heaven grant thee to my 
Deſires 3 'i, 
Cypreſs ; Thou haſt Ra me ſuffer long 
enough, 


A Lt of ſome Mane, Salams, 


A Carrot ; Thy Heart makes a cruel 


Reſiſtance, _ 

A Hair 5 What Fault can I have. been 
guiley of? When a Woman ſends it, 
it ſignifies, Steal me away. 


Zaſmin; Haſt thou ſworn to be inſenſt- 


ble to my Pain? 


Fig; Thou haſt captivated all my 


Senſes. 
Paper; Baniſh from thy Preſence all my | 
Rivals. 
Wheat Flour 3 Thou haſt martyr'd my 
Heart. 6 
Tea; Sun of my cleareft Days, and 
Moon of my ſereneſt Nights. | 


Dragon s Blood; Soul of my Soul. 
Salt; The Fire of my Love burns for 


thee Day and Night; the Sun and all 
the Stars are my Witneſſes of it. 
Barley; If 1 did not ſee thee yeſterday, it 
was a Night to my Love, which met 
with inſurmountable Obſtacles. 
Tobacco; My Heart 1 is -lincere and falthe 
ful. 
Musk; I am incapable of Lying. 


A Coffee-Cup ; I would ſooner ſacrifice a 


| thouſand Lives for thee, 
| C orall 3 


Or Dumb Billet-doux. 


Corall; I lay all that I poſſeſs at thy Feet. 
Cinnamon; Diſpoſe of me abſolutely, _ 
A Pomegranate'; I am thy Servant. 


A Clove; I am thy Slave. 
A Pear; Thou may'ſt have Hope: If 


thou art a Ruby, I am an Emerald. 

A Feather ; Fear not, thou ſhalt be aſ- 
ſiſted. | 

Earth ; Shake off thy old Loves, 

Honey; Come ang] take Poſſeſſion of my 
Heart. 

Onion; Thy Arms ſhall be my Girdle. 

Fujubes; Do with me what thou wilt. 

Roſe-colour*d Sil; Swe I of 
my Heart. | 

Yellow Amber; Thou haſt 4 Eyes 
than mine. ä 

Packthread ; Is my Heart diſpleaſed with 

me? Fas it abandon'd me? 

An Apple; Go not from me, oh Spring 
of my Life. - 

Cucumber; My Rivals will diſtract 
W. 

Gold Thread ; It is long ſince I have ſeen 

' thee. 
Scarlet; Why doſt thou leave me? 


A Bear I have not ſlept this N icht. 
Chalk ; 


Lit of ſome Mane, Salems, Ge. 

Chalk; Thou haſt ſtolen away my Rea- 
ſon. 

| Cypreſs ; Haſte thee to the Rendezvous. 

Aurora Colour ; Take ANY my Life ra- 
ther. LI : 

An Olive; I bad rather ſee thee. dead than 

| unfaithful. 

Charcoal ; May 1 die, and may den 

live for ever. 


